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Connie set 
to perform 
for millions 

Songbird Connie Talbot will be jetting off to China 
this week to perform in front of an audience of more 
than 600 million at the country’s New Year celebra¬ 
tions. 

The 10-year-old, from Streetly, will face her 
biggest-ever audience when she performs on 
Chinese Government television next week. The 
youngster’s career has gone from strength to 
strength since she stole the nation’s heart on 
Britain’s Got Talent more than three years ago. 
Connie’s parents Sharon and Gavin will accompany 
her to Beijing. 

The trip to China will be the family’s second in six 
months. The youngster said: “I will be singing Over 
the Rainbow and another song which is a secret. I 
really like China because the people are really nice. 
When we went in July I saw Tiananmen Square, but 
this time I’m hoping to visit the Great Wall of 
China.” 

Mrs Talbot said there were also plans in the 
pipeline for Connie to record a new album, which is 
due to be released in the summer. 

But before flying out on Saturday, mother and 
daughter will be going shopping to find the all- 
important dress for the big performance. 

Mrs Talbot said: “We all love China it’s a fantastic 
place. It’s a long journey, but once we’re there we’ll 
have a super time. Connie loves travelling and takes 
it all in her stride. We need to do some shopping this 
week to pick a dress as it’s a very special event.” 

In the meantime, Blackwood Primary pupil 
Connie will be getting stuck into her school work. 

“I had a good Christmas I had an iPod which has 
got people like Whitney Houston, Maria Carey and 
Leona Lewis on it. I also had art sets because I like 
making things, which helps to pass the time when 
we’re travelling,” Connie said. 

After coming runner-up on Britain’s Got Talent, 
the schoolgirl topped the charts in the US and 
Canada with Bob Marley’s Three Little Birds in 
December, 2008. 


Saddlers sack 
boss Hutchings 

Walsall boss Chris Hutchings and assistant 
manager, Martin O’Connor have been sacked. 

The club’s website said the duo have been relieved 
of their duties with immediate effect and Head of 
Youth, Dean Smith, will take temporary charge of 
first-team affairs as The Saddlers begin the search 
for a new manager. 

Chris and Martin arrived at the Banks's Stadium 
in January 2009 in difficult circumstances and 
helped the club finish the 2008/09 campaign in 13th 
place in the League One table. Last season the pair 
guided The Saddlers to a tenth-place finish but, after 
just five wins during the current campaign and with 
The Saddlers bottom of the League One table, the 
club believe a change is necessary. 

On the club’s site Chairman Jeff Bonser said: 
“Chris and Martin have both worked extremely hard 
during their time at the club. They have been profes¬ 
sional throughout and have conducted themselves 
with great dignity in what have been difficult times. 

“Their preparation and professionalism has been 
second-to-none but we are in a results business and, 
unfortunately, results have not gone their way.” 
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Pensioners will join lunch clubs to replace service 

LAST MEAL 
ON WHEELS 
IS SERVED 


walsallchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 
A meals on wheels service used 
by hundreds of pensioners in 
Walsall will come to an end this 
week - signalling the start of a 
new way of life for many resi¬ 
dents. 

Pensioners in Walsall will be 
joining luncheon clubs, visiting 
cafes or turning to family and 
friends when the council’s contract 
with the current provider ends. 

Walsall Council’s deal with Sodexo 
terminates on Thursday and all 420 res¬ 
idents who received daily hot meals via 
the company have had their needs 
assessed by council staff. 

Several pensioners have decided to 
make new arrangements with family 
and friends or even private meal 
providers, with some opting out of the 
meals service all together. 

Reassured 

But council chiefs have reassured res¬ 
idents daily meals would still be deliv¬ 
ered to people’s homes if needed - as well 
as being offered in local cafes and lunch¬ 
eon clubs. 

All residents have been given an emer¬ 
gency number to call if the arrange¬ 
ments are not working out for them and 
will be visited again between January 7 
and 12 to check they are satisfied. 

Councillor Barbara McCracken, 
cabinet member for social care and 
health, said: “Vulnerable residents who 
have dementia or are housebound or 
suffer mobility problems will still be able 
to have a hot meal in their own homes.” 

Revolutionising meals on wheels is set 
to save Walsall Council £300,000 over 
the next three years. Sodexo Spokes¬ 
woman Shifa Begum said today: “We 
would have very much liked to extend 
the original contract.” 

Elsewhere, the price of meals on 
wheels in Wolverhampton is set to be 
revie-wed in the next few weeks after 
prices soared from £2.40 to £4.40. 
Labour councillors are against the rise. 

Charges for daily hot meals delivered 
to people’s home in Sandwell are also set 
to rise by £36.50 a year. 


Brave Emily heading to school 



success. 

Doctors said that 
Emily was likely to miss 
her first year at school to 
get back to full health, 
but her recovery has 
been faster than 
expected and she has 
already spent a few days 
at Lower Farm Primary 
School in Bakewell Close 
alongside her twin 
brother Jack. 

She is now looking 
forward to starting 

January * n With her mother Jo is Emily Withers, aged five, from Bloxwich 

Her father Mark aeed is going back to sch ° o1 this month after after having a bone 

41, who described his marrow transplant. 

feelings at his daughter’s diagnosis as “like mother Jo, 34, started raising money for 
your heart being ripped out”, said: “Emily Birmingham Children’s Hospital in grati- 
going back to school is going to be a real mile- tude to the doctors and nurses who have 
stone. “We were told when she was diag- cared for The y have so far raised 

nosed that she probably wouldn’t see the £2,500 with collections and events, 
first year of school, and she started going j 0 said she decided not to buy Christmas 
back part-time in November. “She was a star cards this year, and instead donated £20 to 
in the nativity play.” The family, including the charity. 


A courageous five- I 
year-old who successfully I 
fought a potentially fatal I 
bone marrow condition - I 
thanks to a transplant I 
from her nine-year-old I 
sister - is getting ready I 
to go back to school. 

Emily Withers, of | 
Lower Farm, Bloxwich, 
was diagnosed with 
aplastic anaemia in 
April. Her sister, Lauren, 
was the only member of 
the family who was a 
perfect match for a trans¬ 
plant. Aplastic anaemia 
is a blood disorder in 
which bone marrow does 
not make enough new 
blood cells. 

The pair underwent 
the transplant in October 
and two months later the 
treatment was declared a 


Town bar to 
stay closed 
for a month 

One of Walsall’s most popular bars will be closed 
until the end of the month after a burst water pipe 
destroyed the floor, wrecked the ceiling and caused 
televisions to blow. 

The repair bill at Bar Sport in Bridge Street will 
run into tens of thousands of pounds and keep the 
venue closed until the end of January. 

The bar was forced to close over the busy Christ¬ 
mas and New Year holidays after a pipe burst in the 
Walsall County Court offices above. 

Bosses say they have lost out on thousands of 
pounds of takings over what should have been the 
busiest time of the year. 

Bar Sport owner Malcolm Nicholls said he was 
forced to close the doors two weeks ago and the bar 
would not reopen until the end of January. 

“A pipe burst in the building above us and all the 
water came down through the ceiling,” he said. 

“The wooden floor is completely warped and 
ruined and it will cost more than £20,000 to replace. 
Sixty-eight ceiling tiles were damaged and some of 
the TVs blew. Some of the furniture will have to be 
replaced too.” 

Mr Nicholls said Bar Sport had been in prepara¬ 
tion for an extremely busy period due to Christmas, 
New Year and a jam-packed sporting programme on 
television. 

“We would expect to be really, really busy over 
Christmas and New Year,” he said. 

“We had a lot of meal bookings, lots of sport on the 
TV and people were venturing out more as the 
weather got better. 

“We have had to give refunds to people who had 
bought tickets for New Year’s Eve, and management 
have been in everyday cleaning up.” 

Mr Nicholls said he wanted to reassure people the 
bar would reopen as soon as possible. 

“We will be reopening, we are getting the work 
done,” he added. 

“In the current economic climate, when people see 
a ‘sorry we’re closed’ sign on a bar they do not expect 
it to reopen. 

“But this was something that was out of our 
hands, an accident, and we will most definitely be 
opening our doors again.” 

Footpath in place 
for safer shopping 

A temporary footpath has been put in place 
outside a new Walsall supermarket following claims 
shoppers were putting their safety at risk to get 
there. 

A makeshift path is now in place along St Paul’s 
Street to ensure people can walk to the £55 million 
Tesco without the threat of being struck by a passing 
car. 

Hoardings are currently blocking the pavement 
outside the former Walsall College site during work 
on offices as part of the multi-million pound redevel¬ 
opment. 

It has meant people having to cross to the other 
side of the street if they want to walk on the pave¬ 
ment from the direction of the main bus station. 

A plastic road barrier has been erected to shield 
passers-by from traffic following talks between 
Walsall Council and contractors on behalf of the 
supermarket ownersTesco. 

Councillor Graham Wilkes, who complained about 
the safety risk, welcomed the action. He said: “They 
have shortened the highway but I am pleased people 
are not going to get injured.” 
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You Tube 
video on 
dangers 

A You Tube video has been released 
by health chiefs who want to reach a 
younger audience to tackle drunken¬ 
ness. 

NHS Walsall Community Health 
has spent £700 creating the one 
minute 58 second computer-gener¬ 
ated video. 

So far, 90 people have logged on to 
video-sharing website YouTube to 
watch the clip, which has also been 
posted on Walsall NHS’s website. 

Set to funky music, words flash up 
on the screen urging people to think of 
the consequences of going out and 
getting drunk - including unwanted 
pregnancy, sexually transmitted dis¬ 
eases and getting arrested. 

Instead, it advises revellers to eat a 
meal before they go out, to drink water 
during the evening and to pace them¬ 
selves and stay in control. 

It uses the slogan “Imagine your 
night out differently”. 

The video clip is also set to be posted 
on social networking site Facebook as 
well as in all bars and clubs in the 
town. 

Health bosses say the colourful 
video will help them to reach a wider 
audience and hope that it will help 
them to spread the word about alcohol 
abuse. 

Alan Jarvis, head of adult and 
lifestyle services for NHS Walsall 
Community Health, said: “The aim of 
the campaign is to reach out to local 
people, especially the younger genera¬ 
tion. Through the use of social media 
sites such as YouTube and Facebook, 
NHS Walsall Community Health are 
able to reach a wide audience.” 

Two women 
are robbed 

Two lone women were targeted by 
robbers in separate thefts in Walsall. 

A woman in her 50s was kicked and 
pushed to the floor when her handbag 
was snatched in a Birchills park, 
while a 24-year-old woman had her 
mobile phone pinched in Leamore. 

Officers do not believe the robberies 
are linked but have launched an 
urgent appeal for information. 

The first robbery took place in 
Reedswood Park at around 1.20pm on 
December 13. The 59-year-old victim 
was approached from behind by a man 
who tried to snatch her handbag. 

When she resisted he kicked her in 
her knee and wrist, knocking her to 
the floor before fleeing with the 
handbag containing £70. 

The robber was white and was 
wearing a grey tracksuit. Five days 
later, a woman was targeted as she 
walked in Harden Road, Leamore, 
around 8.30pm. She was approached 
from behind by two men who threat¬ 
ened her before taking her £80 mobile. 

Witnesses can call 0345 113 5000 or 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 


Mystery to solve 

A murder mystery evening will be 
held at Walsall’s Leather Museum. 

Visitors to the event will be chal¬ 
lenged to unmask the murderer over 
dinner on February 18. The event will 
be held at the Littleton Street West 
venue from 7.30pm. Tickets are £15 
including a buffet. To book call 01922 
721153. 


Centre needs work 


Work still needs to be done to bring 
an under-threat community centre in 
Walsall back up to full working order 
after thieves stole equipment and 
toys and vandals damaged the build- 
ing. 

Green Rivers Community Associa¬ 
tion in Blakenall, Walsall, was 
damaged last year when vandals 
smashed through doors and walls, 
leaving gaping holes. 


Minor temporary repairs and a 
general clean-up have taken place 
but the bad weather is holding up 
more permanent repair work. 

Some activities, including the 
annual Christmas party, have still 
been going ahead at the centre in 
Green Rock Lane but it is not fully 
operational. Spokeswoman Caroline 
Crolley said: “We are not back up to 
full strength yet.” 


Attempt to calm fears 


The lease-holder of a disused 
service station in Willenhall who 
wants to reopen it with a late-night 
alcohol licence has tried to allay resi¬ 
dents’ fears about it becoming a 
magnet for anti-social behaviour. 

The New Invention service station 
in Lichfield Road has been derelict 
for about three years, but it set to be 
reopened by businessman Shailesh 
Parekh. It is planned the business 


will sell alcohol between 6am and 
11pm, every day. Householders are 
putting together a petition against 
the application, and businessman 
Shailesh Parekh invited them to a 
meeting. 

But Mr Parekh said residents had 
come to the meeting wishing to 
contest the 24-hour opening of the 
service station, rather than the 
potential alcohol licence. 



Poppy appeal chief 
honoured - aged 90 


David Partridge has been awarded an MBE for services to the community 


From a 90-year-old Walsall grandfa¬ 
ther who has raised thousands of pounds 
for the Royal British Legion’s poppy 
appeal to a fundraising GP and tireless 
community worker, unsung heroes from 
the region are among those being hon¬ 
oured for their efforts. 

Community stalwarts and charity support¬ 
ers from the region have been named today in 
the New Year’s Honours List. 

David Partridge, of Aldridge, proved you are 
never too old for awards, picking up an MBE for 
services to the community of Walsall. 

The father-of-four has organised The Royal 
British Legion’s poppy appeal across Aldridge and 
Brownhills for the past 40 years. 

When he first took on the role the appeal raised 
£500. This year, it topped £32,000. 

Mr Partridge, a grandfather of six from Aldridge, 
whose Victoria Cross-holder uncle Charles “Gus” 
Bonner was the first president of the local branch 
of the Royal British Legion, said: “ I am following 
him really. This is a great honour but I feel it is 
more for the people who have helped me so much 
along the way.” 

Mr Partridge trained in India in the School of 
Artillery Deolali from 1942 before serving with the 
Seventh Indian Field Regiment in Burma and 
returning home in 1946. 

A year later he qualified as a solicitor and went 
on to set up Partridge Allen, in Portland Road, 
Aldridge, where he is still a consultant. 

Nora Damaris Allen, of Walsall, was made an 
MBE for services to HM Prison Featherstone and 
to the community in Cannock Chase. 

Experience 

Former butcher Marjorie Wedge, aged 91, 
receives an MBE for services to older people. 

Widowed grandmother Mrs Wedge, from Merry 
Hill, is still the chairman of Wolverhampton’s 
Older People Partnership Board, vice chairman of 
the city’s Over 50s Forum and chairman of its 
health and welfare committee. 

She said: “My body feels 91 but fortunately my 
head does not. I attend up to four meetings a week. 
The work keeps me young. I feel that I have got 
something to offer because of my wealth of experi¬ 
ence. The honour has come as quite a shock. It 
proves that you are never too old.” 

Wolverhampton-born Mrs Wedge, who ran her 
own butchers shop in Tettenhall Wood for more 
than 20 years, played a key role in the building of 
Soroptimist House, the residential care home in 
Tettenhall Road, 31 years ago and was also instru¬ 
mental in the development of a sheltered housing 
complex as well as helping to establish a one-stop 
bereavement service based at the Civic Centre that 
is now copied throughout the country. 

She receives her accolade for services to old 
people in Wolverhampton. 

Babubhai Patel, a 66-year-old father of three and 
grandfather of four from St Helens Avenue, Great 
Bridge, who is better known as Bob, said he was 
“gobsmacked” by news he was receiving an MBE 
for his work with schools and charities in the West 
Midlands. “I have never done any of these things for 
any sort of reward,” he added. 

Dorothy Wilson, artistic director and chief exec¬ 


utive of the Midlands Arts Centre in Birmingham, 
also known as the MAC, is awarded the MBE for 
services to the arts. Her 20 years at the centre in 
Cannon Hill Park opposite Edgbaston cricket 
ground included a £15 million refit which has seen 
600,000 visitors since its completion in May. 

The 58-year-old mother of three had earlier spent 
14 years at West Midlands Arts, including seven 
years as deputy director. 

Jean Wilson, 73, a member of Shenstone Parish 
Council for over 30 years and best known for her 
work with Little Aston Community Association, 
receives the MBE for services to the community. 

Wolverhampton GP Dr Satya Sharma, who has 
been a family doctor in the city sincel981, receives 
an MBE for services to healthcare. The 61-year-old 
father of two from Compton whose son Anant is also 
a GP and works alongside him at Bilston Health 
Centre in Prouds Lane, said: “I feel honoured and 
humbled.” 

The former police surgeon has been involved in 


fund raising for health projects in the city and has 
played a significant role with the British Medical 
Association. 

He said: “The National Health Service is now 
going through a very difficult and challenging time. 
Change is always stressful and unpleasant for 
some but I am an optimist and believe that it will 
ultimately be for the best.” 

Sue Roberts, chairman of Wolverhampton 
Homes, is awarded the MBE for services to social 
housing. The 58-year-old mother of two from Barn- 
field Road, Deansfield, has been a council tenant in 
the city since 1976, and a member of the board of 
Wolverhampton Homes since its inception in 2005. 
She was elected to chairman in 2008. 

Mother-of-three Suzanne Edwards, 68, from The 
Wergs,Tettenhall, said she was “surprised but 
delighted” to be awarded the OBE for her services 
to South Staffordshire after being chairman of the 
region’s Local Village Transport organisation for 25 
years. 


Gang in 
spate of 
car thefts 

Masked carjackers struck three 
times in upmarket areas of Walsall 
last month. 

Thieves have also taken cars left 
defrosting on driveways. 

Police revealed gangs had targeted 
drivers in Aldridge and Streetly as 
they sat in their cars to warm up. The 
latest theft was in Aldridge Road, 
Streetly. 

A 19-year-old woman was in a blue 
Vauxhall Astra VXR sports car when 
three men forced her to hand over her 
keys and get out of the car before 
driving off. 

A man. 31, was pushed to the 
ground as thieves stole his black VW 
Golf, in Foley Road East, Streetly, on 
December 1 and on December 6, a 
gang of three men wearing ski masks 
struck in Longwood Road, Aldridge. 

The woman victim, who asked not 
to be named, said it left her shocked 
and shaken. She was in the front pas¬ 
senger seat of a blue M series BMW. 
She said: “Two men wearing ski 
masks opened the back doors and got 
in behind me. 

“Then a third man opened the front 
passenger door and told me ‘to get out 
quickly’. It all happened so quickly I 
was too stunned to speak.” 

Police said they are investigating if 
thefts, all between 7am and 9.30am, 
may be linked. Anyone with informa¬ 
tion should call CID at Bloxwich on 
0345 113 5000. 

Eyesore flats 
to be levelled 

Eyesore flats in Walsall which have 
been boarded up for seven years while 
a legal wrangle over the ownership 
was resolved will finally be demol¬ 
ished after a residents’ campaign. 

Demolition of the low rise property 
in Proffitt Street, Ryecroft owned by 
Walsall Housing Group will start this 
month. The block has been plagued by 
drug users, fly-tippers and vandals. 

Walsall Housing Group spokes¬ 
woman Lyndsey Hunt said: “We have 
appointed DSM, a Birmingham- 
based specialist, to demolish an 
empty block of flats in Proffitt Street, 
Walsall. 

“The firm will begin on site in mid- 
January and demolition will take 
around seven weeks.” 

The housing group took over the 
running of the council’s housing stock 
in 2003. However, some flats were not 
automatically transferred at the time 
which resulted in a dispute. 

The group has since adopted the 
flats into its ownership. 

New venue for 
beer festival 

The popular annual Walsall Beer 
Festival will take place at the new 
Walsall College in Littleton Street on 
April 14-16. Organisers say it is 
moving from its home of 15 years at 
Walsall Town Hall because it can no 
longer afford to pay the £6,000 hire. 

Walsall CAMRA spokesman Mick 
McDevitt said: “With the event’s 
growing popularity, the college offers 
an opportunity to expand.” 
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Selfish parking in spotlight 


Inconsiderate commuters and 
shoppers are causing parking 
problems in the Park Hall area of 
Walsall by using a residential 
road as an unofficial park and 
ride area before catching the bus 
into Birmingham. 

The problem is happening 
every day in Bell Road, leaving 
residents at their wits’ end. It has 
been raised as one of several 
parking issues troubling resi¬ 


dents in Walsall. Parking outside 
Wolverhampton University’s 
Walsall campus and at several 
schools was also highlighted. 

Inconsiderate parking outside 
Walsall Manor Hospital was 
identified as a problem, and 
narrow streets, too many cars 
and irresponsible parking were 
said to be causing a nuisance in 
Caldmore and Pleck. 

Walsall Council is now review¬ 


ing its residents’ parking policy, 
and police and traffic wardens 
have been out and about trying to 
tackle the problems. 

A report to the Walsall South 
Area Community committee 
reads: “Bell Road is being used as 
an unofficial park and ride area 
by local people who then catch 
the bus into Birmingham to 
work. The parked cars then 
cause an obstruction.” 


Young help research 


Young people from Walsall are 
taking part in a major research 
project aimed at giving children and 
young people a voice. 

Six youngsters from the borough 
have devoted the last two years to 
working with professionals on the You 
Respond project.They have returned 
from a trip to Greece, where they 
spoke at a European conference. 

They are also due to speak at 
another conference in Belfast before 


organising their own event in Walsall. 

The You Respond project was led by 
the University of Sheffield in partner¬ 
ship with Walsall Council’s Inte¬ 
grated Young People’s Support 
Services.lt looks at how young people 
can engage with professionals and 
have a say in halting violence against 
children. 

Pioneering work done by the 
Walsall youngsters will help create a 
good practice guide for the EU. 


School 
may go 
it alone 

AWillenhall secondary 
school is looking at the 
possibility of changing 
into an academy. 

Head teacher at Wil- 
lenhall Sports College, 
Victoria Till, has said 
governors have decided 
to “explore the possibil¬ 
ity” of converting to 
academy status. 

The Furzebank Way 
school would be inde¬ 
pendent from council 
control and be governed 
by companies, philan¬ 
thropists and charities 
who would contribute 
millions of pounds in 
return for control. 

The council would 
retain a seat on the gov¬ 
erning body. 

In a letter to parents, 
Mrs Till said: “It is 
believed that benefits of 
increased funding and 
greater freedoms will 
support the school in our 
pursuit of excellence. 

“There will obviously 
be full consultation in 
due course.” 

Break for 
advice 
bus ends 

A Walsall bus that 
offers advice on every¬ 
thing from pest control to 
planning returns from its 
winter break on Tuesday, 
January 11 

Walsall Council’s First 
Stop Express visits two 
locations every Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thurs¬ 
day, offering internet 
access and advice on blue 
badges, events, places to 
visit, sports and activi¬ 
ties and paying bills. 

Visit www.walsall.gov. 
uk/firststopexpress for 
the full 2011 schedule. 


L for leather 

Leather worker Karen 
Reay-Davies leads a box¬ 
making workshop at 
Walsall Leather Mus¬ 
eum, Littleton Street 
West, on January 29 
from 10.30am to 3.30pm . 
Tickets cost £12.50 from 
01922 721153. 


Council will have to 
pay centre £400,000 


Another £400,000 will have to be spent on an outdoor pursuit 
centre despite Walsall Council axing its support for the venue, 
it has emerged. 

The one-off council payment will be given towards restoring Bryn- 
tysilio in Wales even though funding for visits by schoolchildren is 

walsallchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk be T m g scrapped. 

_ it is part ot a lease agreement to help 


Triumph 
in battle 
for rights 

A Walsall technology firm went 
head-to-head with computer giant 
Microsoft over rights to a patent for an 
internet telephone service and won. 

Aldridge-based internet phone 
company Group 3 Technology has 
been granted a US patent for its com¬ 
munications system after a three-year 
battle. The firm was forced to put all 
its development work on hold while 
the issue was resolved. 

It also had to let go 12 staff in the 
UK and six in Pakistan 

The idea for the patent involves a 
new way to establish communication 
between devices for all forms of data 
over the internet, to provide major 
cost savings. 

Group 3 Technology managing 
director Gerald Leighton, said he was 
now looking to press ahead with the 
project by employing experts to fill 
key posts within the next six months. 

“We are in the process of updating 
all our systems because we literally 
had to stall what we were doing while 
we were waiting for the a decision on 
the patent,” he said. 

“In the UK we got through okay and 
in Europe there was some objection, 
but it wasn’t too bad. When we went to 
the US there were seven or eight other 
contenders including Microsoft which 
said ours looked the same as theirs. 

“We have had to explain our patent 
in a lot more detail over the course of 
three years which meant we had to 
put everything on hold until we heard 
on October 15 that we had been suc¬ 
cessful,” Mr Leighton added. 

He set up the High Street enter¬ 
prise in 2002 following the sale of his 
telelcoms company ACT. Group 3 
Technology’s first product VoIP was 
beaten in the race for web services by 
Skype. Mr Leighton decided to change 
strategy and develop a system which 
did not involve file-resource sharing. 


return the site to its original state if 
annual funding from Walsall of 
£500,000 was stopped. 

It was suggested last year the 
payment could be as high as £800,000. 
It has now been settled at £400,000 
with the figure earmarked in the draft 
capital programme. 

Council leader Mike Bird said the 
money from the council budget would 
cover the likes of any decorating or re¬ 
wiring work. The sum amounts to con¬ 
siderably less than the annual 
£500,000 expenditure. 

“This is a one-off payment which we 
knew we would have to pay,” he said. 

A report to the council outlining 
expenditure for the 2011/12 states the 
cash is: “To make good the dilapida¬ 
tions at Bryntysilio following cabinet 
decision to withdraw.” 

The outdoor pursuits centre in Llan¬ 
gollen, north Wales, has been used by 
thousands of school pupils since the 
1960s. It was announced last year the 
council was to withdraw its subsidy. 

Running 

Owners of the centre, the Camp 
Trust, have vowed to keep it running 
and are preparing a business plan 
which will be made public at the end of 
this month. 

Consultancy firm SRA Associates 
has been appointed by trustees of the 
building to draw up a viable approach 
for its long-term future. 

Campaigners had fought against the 
decision by council chiefs which came 
just months after an action plan to 
revive its fortunes was produced. It 
had been put together by a specially 
established Bryntysilio Working 
Group, consisting of councillors, but 
cabinet members made the cost¬ 
cutting decision in the summer. 

The series of suggestions for the site 
included increasing accommodation 
space and attracting weekend commer¬ 
cial use. Other ideas were to stage wed¬ 
dings and activity breaks at weekends, 
cut staff and up charges to schools. 

Richard Worrall, secretary of the 
School Holiday Camp Fund of Walsall, 
which owns the building, insisted the 
fight to safeguard the centre’s long¬ 
term future was very much still on. 

He said SRA had found there were 
“good prospects” of maintaining 
courses for all interested schools in 
Walsall, if a suitable partner organisa¬ 
tion can be found. 


Cash joy for Matilda’s garden 



Mark Bache from Chamberlin Pic in the garden with volunteer Jo Lester, 
Ryder Sharman, aged five, and volunteer Jackie Cocken 


A children’s garden is to be created 
at Walsall Arboretum after volunteers 
were given a donation of £750. 

Walsall Arboretum Garden Volun¬ 
teers was given the money by Chuck- 
ery company Chamberlin Pic. The 
cash will be spent creating an area for 
youngsters called Matilda’s Garden 
that will be used for storytelling. 


Jackie Cocken from the volunteers 
group said: “The money will go a long 
way to create an area to be known as 
Matilda’s Garden which we hope to 
start early in the spring.” 

It takes its name from a willow 
figure of a lady, known as Matilda, who 
can be dressed to illustrate stories 
being told. 


Car park fee 
by phone on 
way to town 

Pay-by-phone parking is on its way to Walsall in a 
move to draw in more shoppers. 

Visitors to Walsall Council pay and display car 
parks will be able to use debit and credit cards rather 
than rummage for change to put in machines. The 
firm details of the plans are being finalised but 
council chiefs are aiming to get it up and running by 
the end of April. 

The idea of calling a designated number to make a 
payment was first mooted 18 months ago, but did not 
get off the ground. 

Transport chief Councillor Tom Ansell said: “We 
are looking at the introduction of a system to pay 
parking charges by credit or debit card, which people 
have told us they would find more convenient. 

“This would apply to pay and display car parks 
only and we are investigating a system where people 
would phone in their details rather than use their 
cards in a machine on site. 

Companies 

‘We would want to introduce this within the next 
financial year and are talking to a couple of compa¬ 
nies about it.” 

Paying to park by phone has been successfully 
used in other parts of the country, but Birmingham 
the only authority in the West Midlands that oper¬ 
ates the service. 

Drivers call an automated service to register their 
details, or can text a number to give information 
about their car and how long they are staying. 
Parking attendants can then check who has paid 
through hand-held units. 

Wolverhampton City Council said it is looking into 
bringing the technology to its car parks. 

Off-road officers 
to catch up with 
mini-bike pests 

Nuisance off-road bikers are having a taste of 
their own medicine in Walsall as police officers start 
riding the vehicles themselves to catch the culprits. 

Officers are riding off-road bikes in parks and 
around side streets. 

Police have been inundated with calls recently 
about the problem and are riding specialist off-road 
bikes to catch and prosecute the riders. 

The operation started late last month in Pleck and 
Delves and was hailed as a “great opportunity” to 
improve the quality of life for long-suffering Walsall 
residents. 

The scheme is running throughout the Christmas 
and New Year holiday period and focuses on, among 
other areas, Pleck Park, Delves Crescent and Gower 
Street. 

If caught, the bikers will be prosecuted for nui¬ 
sance and warned not to use their vehicle again. If 
they are then caught again, they will have their 
bikes seized. 

Sgt Gary Iliff, from Walsall police station, said: 
“This is a great opportunity to tackle a problem that 
affects the quality of life for residents. The police are 
there, not only to enforce the law, but to find diver¬ 
sionary activities to help solve the long term 
problem.” 

Offenders lining up 
to repay community 

Organisations looking for help in carrying out 
improvements can seek support from the Commu¬ 
nity Payback initiative. 

Offenders sentenced by the courts to carry out 
community service are designated projects such as 
litter picking and painting. 

To nominate projects go to www.westmidlands-pro 
bation.gov.uk/wmps and click on Community 
Payback, or call 0121 248 2688. 
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Warning 
on scam 
PC calls 

Fraudsters claiming to be from a 
computer maintenance company are 
targeting people in Walsall, trying to 
get their bank details from their PCs. 

Trading Standards bosses have 
been inundated with complaints 
about the unexpected phone calls 
from the bogus IT workers. 

The conmen claim to be from 
Microsoft and say there is a problem 
with the person’s computer which 
they can fix over the phone. 

Some of the fraudsters even arm 
themselves with genuine information 
about the person they are calling in a 
bid to appear more convincing. 

Walsall communities chief Council¬ 
lor Zahid Ali, said: “The important 
thing to remember is no-one from 
Microsoft or any other computer 
service provider would phone you up 
out of the blue and claim there is a 
problem with your computer which 
you know nothing about. 

“These people are after information 
to access your computer and obtain 
your bank account details. It is very 
important that you do not reveal any¬ 
thing which may help them. 

“If you receive a phone call which 
you are unsure about the advice would 
always be to take their details, termi¬ 
nate the call and ring Consumer 
Direct.” Walsall Trading Standards 
officers are also warning about a 
parcel delivery scam which is sweep¬ 
ing the country. 

It involves a card being posted 
claiming a company called Parcel 
Delivery Service has a package 
waiting for collection and asking 
people to call a premium rate number. 
People can contact Consumer Direct 
by calling 08454 040506. 

Street vice 
crackdown 

More than 20 prostitutes have been 
issued with street cautions in the last 
three months as part of a crackdown 
on Walsall’s vice trade. 

Four were arrested and charged 
with loitering for the purpose of pros¬ 
titution and one man arrested for 
soliciting a person for such a reason. 

He received a police caution as a 
total of 23 prostitutes have been given 
the street cautions since September 
by police. Hotspot areas in Caldmore, 
Palfrey and Pleck are being targeted 
with officers having the powers to con¬ 
fiscate and crush kerb crawlers’ cars. 

Five were seized in the 18 months 
prior to last summer with two given 
back to owners who paid a fine and the 
other three crushed after drivers 
refused to pay. 

Sgt Richard Jacques, of Caldmore 
and Palfrey Neighbourhood Police 
Team, said: “We have had no further 
vehicles seized but five warnings 
issued.” 


Young footballers 

Children as young as three can join 
in coaching sessions run through 
Walsall FC Community Programme. 
Courses take place at St John’s 
Primary in Walsall Wood and Landy- 
wood Primary in Great Wyrley. The 
sessions are for three to six year-olds 
and cost £3.50 for one class or £30 for 
the full 10-week course. Call 01922 
644742 or email community@wal- 
sallfc.co.uk 


Hotel plan on hold 


Plans for a hotel in the heart of 
Walsall town centre remain on hold — 
more than two years after they were 
first revealed. The business was ear¬ 
marked next to the Arboretum Junc¬ 
tion under multi-million pound plans 
to transform the heart of the town. 
The hotel is planned for the corner of 
Lichfield Street and Walhouse Road, 
and would form part of the £400 
million Gigaport project, a dream to 


create a business corridor in the town 
centre drawing in big-name compa¬ 
nies. If a hotel is constructed on the 
site buildings belonging to busi¬ 
nesses including Imperial Valeting & 
Tyres, Hays Specialist Recruitment 
and Domino’s pizza outlet are ear¬ 
marked for demolition. When the 
outline proposals were unveiled two 
years ago they spoke of their fear that 
they would be forced to close. 


£1 m centre on cards 


A£1 million centre offering respite 
care for families with disabled chil¬ 
dren is set to be built in Walsall fol¬ 
lowing the demolition of an outdated 
building. 

Council bosses say Eldon House in 
Chuckery has been earmarked for 
demolition and a brand new facility 
is set to be built at Alumwell Busi¬ 
ness and Enterprise College. Work 
will start next spring if approved by 


planning chiefs. Eldon House, in 
Eldon Street, offers short-break care 
to disabled children aged between 
five and 18. There are 30 young 
people using the site. But it was built 
in the 1970s and is now considered to 
be outdated and not fit for purpose. 

The new building, to go on the 
same site of Alumwell’s Learning for 
Life centre, will be able to offer a 
wider variety of services. 



Founder member Maurice Darby Maurice Darby giving youngsters a boat ride. Members work on the moorings 


Celebrating staying 
afloat for 40 years 


Bobbing on the icy waters of 
a canal in the Black Country, a 
row of narrowboats, cruisers 
and tug boats are docked for 
the winter. 

While the owners of these boats 
may not be able to glide through 
the waters again until next 
spring, they are still in high 
spirits. 

Members of Longwood Boat Club 
are celebrating as this month marks a 
special anniversary. The group has 
now been afloat for 40 years. 

The club formed on December 11, 
1970, with members mooring their 
boats at Rushall Top Lock in Walsall 
Road, Aldridge, before setting sail to 
explore the Birmingham Canal Navi¬ 
gations network. 

Shortly after forming members 
transformed a nearby stable block 
into a club house for get-togethers and 
the building is still in use today. 

Anniversary 

The club house was all set to be used 
for a joint anniversary and Christmas 
celebration this year but plans were 
cancelled due to the wintry weather. 

The cold snap has also meant the 
boats have been out of action for the 
past few weeks. 

But members intend to get back in 
their vessels by the spring and are 
preparing for the Birmingham Canal 
Navigations Society’s canal festival in 
June . When the club first formed, 
members got to work digging out an 
arm of the canal leading to Longwood 
Lane in a bid to gain extra moorings. 

Today, the club has about 40 
members and founder Maurice Darby, 
82, of Westway, Pelsall, has recalled 
the ups and downs over the years. 

When the club formed, the grandfa- 
ther-of-four, who is an honorary com- 


walsallchronicle@ 
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modore of the group, had a small cabin 
cruiser which he used to give rides to 
youngsters along the canal. 

He then built his own 35ft narrow- 
boat from scratch, which he named Mr 
Pickwick. “In those days people who 
had boats were very enthusiastic. We 
would spend weekends down there 
and stay on our boats,” he remembers. 

“We used to have barbecues and go 
on cruises. There was a comradely 
atmosphere.” He said members of the 
club would sail to boat rallies at 
Rushall carnival where they would 
also compete in boat races and han¬ 
dling competitions. 

Balance 

But he said the future of the club 
hung in the balance in the 70s when a 
two-mile stretch of the canal between 
Walsall Wood and Longwood’s moor¬ 
ings closed for about two years due to 
a leak. 

“We lost a lot of the comradeship. 
We did recover but it didn’t recover 
quite to its peak,” he recalls. 

Grandparents-of-two Ann Humble 
and her husband John, of Bosty Lane, 
Aldridge, have also been members 
since the 70s and moor their ice¬ 
breaker tug, named Governor, at the 
lock where they have also built two 
narrowboats. 

Mrs Humble said: “We’ve had some 
really fun times over the years. Our 
children grew up around that time 
and it became part of their lives too.” 

In July a celebration was held to 
mark the 40th anniversary at 
Veseyans Rugby Football Club. 

Marine electrician and club chair¬ 
man Marc Thys said the club was 
keen for members to get involved in 
social events, adding: “It’s a great 
achievement to reach 40 years.” 



Club members Alan Veness and Ann and John Humble with club chairman 
Mac Thys. 


Decision 
on killer 
this year 

A decision on whether Cannock 
Chase murderer Raymond Morris can 
continue in his fight to clear his name 
will not be made until later this year. 

Mr Justice Simon, sitting at Leeds 
Crown Court, reserved his judgement 
for a date to be fixed. 

Morris, now aged 81 and a prisoner 
in HMP Wymott, Preston, did not 
appear at the hearing. 

He has been in jail for 42 years for 
the murder of seven-year-old Walsall 
girl Christine Darby in 1967. The 
former engineer from Green Lane, 
Walsall, is also the prime suspect in 
the killings of schoolgirls Margaret 
Reynolds of Aston and Diane Tift from 
Bloxwich. His bid for an appeal was 
rejected by the Criminal Cases 
Review Commission back in June and 
the hearing was a judicial review of 
that decision. 

Mr Mark George QC, defending 
Morris, said: “The Commission has 
fallen into error in the way it has 
approached the case.” Morris, a 
divorced father-of-two, has main¬ 
tained his innocence over the decades. 

If his conviction is ultimately over¬ 
turned, it would be the longest- 
running miscarriage of justice in 
British history. His solicitors have 
been working on his appeal case for 
the past seven years and the team 
said it was a shock when it was 
rejected by the CCRC. The killer is 
fighting to get his case back to the 
Court of Appeal. 

Call for probe 
on vote fraud 

Labour councillors in Walsall have 
renewed their calls for an investiga¬ 
tion into electoral fraud in their rival 
party by sending an open letter to 
Baroness Warsi, co-chairman of the 
Tories. 

Labour leader Tim Oliver said it 
was imperative “voters understand 
no hint of electoral malpractice will go 
unchallenged.” 

He is calling on Baroness Warsi to 
launch an investigation into Walsall 
Conservatives after a party member, 
and son of a councillor, were sent to 
prison for making false applications 
for proxy votes. Ali Hayder Munir, the 
son of Palfrey representative 
Mohammed Munir, was jailed after 
admitting two charges. Councillor 
Munir was cleared. 

Walsall Tory leader Councillor 
Mike Bird said corruption could be 
found in any political party and those 
responsible should feel the full force of 
the law. 

“If Baroness Warsi wants an inves¬ 
tigation then she should have one.” 

New figures claim 
crime has fallen 

Crime and anti-social behaviour in 
Walsall fell by up to a quarter, accord¬ 
ing to new figures. 

Incidents of anti-social behaviour 
by youths dropped from 3,424 to 2,565 
between April and September 2010 
compared to 12 months ago. 

Safer Walsall Partnership figures 
show assaults fell from 1,191 to 1,046 
- a cut of 12 per cent. 

Anti-social behaviour also fell from 
8,842 a year ago to 7,284. 
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Shake-up for meals on wheels 


Meals-on-wheels services in 
Walsall are being revolutionised in 
order to save £1 million over the next 
three years, with plans including 
encouraging the elderly to attend 
lunch clubs and order food from 
takeaways. 

A new £220,000 community meals 
service is also to be launched in 2011. 

Taste for Life will be run by Cald- 
more Housing Association, Age UK 
Walsall and Walsall Housing Regen¬ 


eration Agency, while Walsall 
Council has pledged hundreds of 
thousands of pounds to keep the 
scheme running until March 2012. 

It is expected to be used by 
between 300 and 400 people who will 
be transported from their homes to 
lunch clubs across the borough. 

Transforming the service will help 
save £1 million over the next three 
years at the council, which is strug¬ 
gling to save £65 million. 


Walsall Council’s contract with 
the Sodexo company to run the 
meals-on-wheels services in the 
borough was due to expire yesterday 
(January 6). 

Council bosses had offered the 
company a six-month extension, 
which it turned down. Paul Davies, 
Walsall’s executive director for social 
care, said nobody would go without a 
meal or service, whatever the result 
of negotiations with Sodexo. 


Water jets on way 


Work to install water play fea¬ 
tures at parks in the Walsall 
borough is due to get under way 
early in 2011. 

Special pads, jets and foun¬ 
tains are be added at Willenhall 
Memorial Park as part of a 
£200,000 scheme. 

This is to replace the existing, 
worn-out lido at the park in 
Pinson Road, Willenhall, while 
a further £100,000 is earmarked 


for King George V Park, in 
Bloxwich. 

This will create new jets in 
the existing lido, which is being 
refurbished. 

Cash for the projects is 
coming from the Big Lottery 
Fund. It was initially hoped to 
carry out the improvements fol¬ 
lowing the summer holidays, 
with completion in time for the 
October half-term break. 


School 

ploughs 

ahead 

Work on a £5.5 million 
school is on track for com¬ 
pletion this summer 
despite delays in con¬ 
struction caused by the 
cold weather. 

Outdated and cramped 
Christ Church CE 
Primary School in 
Harden Road, Leamore, 
is being rebuilt to provide 
21st century classrooms 
and more space for 
pupils. 

The older block built in 
the 1970s is situated 
about three metres from 
the new site and will be 
demolished when the 
building is complete. 

Head Ann Lowe said 
the construction work 
was making progress 
despite the snow and icy 
conditions. 

“It looks fantastic 
already,” said Mrs Lowe. 
“We are all very excited 
about it. We were hoping 
to get it bricked up and 
the roof on by Christmas, 
but the weather has 
impeded the work. 

“However, we are 
expecting it to be com¬ 
pleted by July so we can 
get in for the start of the 
next school year. It’s 
really taking shape. We 
plan to do some commu¬ 
nity related projects, 
such as burying a time 
capsule and a special 
brick laying event will be 
held in the new year,” 
Mrs Lowe said. The 
building is of a circular 
design, there will be 
improved parking. 


Bhangra 
treat at 
arts HQ 

Bhangra dancers have 
been booked to perform 
at a Walsall arts centre 
later this month. 

The Nachda Sansaar 
dance group is scheduled 
to appear at the Forest 
Arts Centre, in Hawbush 
Road, Leamore, on 
Sunday, January 19 at 
7.30 pm. 

Tickets cost £5 and can 
be booked by calling 0845 
111 2900 between 10am 
and 4.30pm, Monday to 
Friday. 


Delight as rare clay 
is found on farmland 


A rare mineral used to manufacture bricks has been discov¬ 
ered on land in a Walsall village and regeneration bosses hope 
it will help boost the area’s economic fortunes. 

The land near York’s Bridge, Norton Road, Pelsall, is owned by UK 
Coal and is among the few locations in the country to have deposits of 
fire clay used to make specialist bricks, tiles and ceramics for the con- 
walsallchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk struction and pottery 

industries. 

The existence of the 
mineral on farmland oppo¬ 
site the Fingerpost pub is 
currently farmland is high¬ 
lighted in a Black Country 
economic regeneration 
report. It is believed the 
company may have discov¬ 
ered the mineral while 
taking site samples. 

It is now recommended 
that the existence of the fire 
clay must be made clear to 
anyone wishing to develop 
in the area, but Pelsall Civic 
Society has raised concerns 
that if permission is given 
to extract the mineral, it 
could impact on the village. 

Strengthened 

Society chairman 

Andrew Weller said: “Our 
main concern would be for 
York’s Bridge, which is a 
listed structure with a 
weight limit and which is 
showing signs of wear and 
tear. 

“Lorries would travel in 
and out of the area via the 
A5 at Norton Canes and not 
through the centre of 
Pelsall, which is a busy 
route for commuter traffic. 

“Someone would need to 
be prepared to pay for the 
bridge to be strengthened.” 

Mr Weller also fears that 
once extraction has fin¬ 
ished, it could be turned 
into a landfill site. 

Walsall Council’s cabinet 
member for regeneration, 
Councillor Adrian Andrew, 
said: “Inspectors recom¬ 
mended the area it is found 
should be highlighted to 
make anyone who might 
want to carry out develop¬ 
ments in the area aware of 
its existence. Anyone 
seeking to extract would 
apply to the council and pay 
the application fee. 

“Profits from the sale of 
the fireclay would go to the 
operator and or the 
landowner.” 


Yob order is 
put in place 

A dispersal order aimed at tackling crime on 
the Pheasey Estate, Aldridge will be in force until 
summer. 

The order was granted by police at Walsall in 
consultation with Walsall Council last month 
and will be in effect until June 22. 

The dispersal order will allow police officers to 
remove groups of two or more young people 
between 9pm and 6am and anyone under 16 
found in the area without an adult or parent 
supervision, can be taken back to their place of 
residence. 

The action was taken following complaints' 
from locals about groups of young people congre¬ 
gating outside shops and bus shelters causing 
general nuisance. 

Streets covered by the dispersal order 
includes; the Collingwood Drive, Beacon Road, 
Doe Bank Lane and surrounding areas. 

Sergeant Andrew Middleton, from the Streetly 
and Pheasey neighbourhood team, said:” We 
have received complaints from local residents 
and businesses about young people congregating 
and causing nuisance in and around the Pheasey 
Estate. 

“The dispersal order strengthens our power 
within the area which will mean we can disperse 
groups. We take anti-social behaviour seriously 
and hope the order will be a very effective addi¬ 
tion to our armoury when it comes to dealing with 
problems of this nature. If you are affected by 
anti-social behaviour then please call me or one 
of my team on 0345 113 5000.” 

Toy and train fair is all set 
to mark its 100th event 

The Walsall Wood Toy and Train Collectors 
Fair will be celebrating its centenary this 
weekend. On January 9 the fair will mark its 
100th event. Established 20 years ago at the Oak 
Park Leisure Centre, Lichfield Road, Walsall 
Wood ithe event now has over 70 tables offering 
a wide range of collectables. 

Doors open 10.30am and admission is adults 
£1.50, Children £1 to the Oak Park Leisure 
Centre, Walsall Wood. Contact either Geoff or 
Linda on 01922 643385 or via email at: 
tr anstar@talk21. com 



Rebecca Jones, from Sainsbury’s, Reedswood, with St ichael’s Primary 
School pupils Isabele Halford, aged nine, and eight-year-old Jack Glass 


Green-fingered youngsters were 
helped by supermarket staff to plants 
trees at their school in Walsall. 

Pupils at St Michael’s Church of 
England Primary School, in Maple 
Road, Pelsall, picked up their spades 
to plant 25 trees with the help of staff 
from Sainsbury’s Reedswood store. 

The crab apple and blackthorn 
trees were donated to the school by 
the supermarket giant under its 
Active Kids scheme. 

Teacher Sue Blakemore, who runs a 
gardening club at the school called 


Roots and Shoots, said: “It should 
make a good show in the spring. 
People who shop in Sainsbury’s have 
been very supportive by collecting the 
Active Kids vouchers. 

“It’s great that staff from the store 
have come down to help plant the 
trees. 

“It shows they are interested in 
local schools.” 

Ms Blakemore added: “We are lucky 
because we have a lot of trees around 
the school but the more we replenish 
them, the better the atmosphere.” 


Engineering 
college’s 40 
jobs on way 

Forty jobs will be created when the UK’s first uni¬ 
versity technical college opens in Bloxwich. 

Teaching and support staff positions will be avail¬ 
able at the multi-million-pound engineering college, 
which is replacing Sneyd Community School from 
next September. Recruitment is likely to begin in the 
new year and Walsall education bosses hinted that 
more job opportunities could follow. 

Staff currently working at the Vernon Way school 
will not automatically be transferred to the college, 
and have been invited to apply for the new jobs. 

Up to 40 teachers have lost their jobs at the school, 
with at least 10 compulsory redundancies. 

Walsall Council leader Mike Bird said: “The 
project is fantastic news. If we are creating jobs I’m 
all in support of that. 

University 

“It is going really well but we are in the early 
stages and there’s still a long way to go.” 

The UTC, which will include the remodelling of 
the existing building in a project that could cost up 
to £8m, will cater for 480 students from across the 
Black Country aged between 14 and 19. 

Walsall College will be one of the new centre’s 
main sponsors, along with the University of Wolver¬ 
hampton. 

College spokeswoman Rebecca Molloy said: 
“There will initially be approximately 40 new jobs 
created to support the innovative curriculum and 
operation of the UTC. The UTC will specialise in 
engineering and manufacturing and will be the first 
of its kind in the country. 

Black Country or South Staffordshire students 
wishing to join in September in Year 10 can apply 
through their local authority. Sixth- formers need to 
apply via Walsall College. 

Respite centre’s 
£1m replacement 

A£1 million centre offering respite care for fami¬ 
lies with disabled children is set to be built in Walsall 
following the demolition of an outdated building. 

Eldon House, in Chuckery, has been earmarked 
for the bulldozer and a new facility is to be built at 
Alumwell Business and Enterprise College. 

Work will start in April, if approved by Walsall 
Council. 

Eldon House, in Eldon Street, currently offers 
short-break care to 30 disabled youngsters aged 
between five and 18. It was built in the 1970s and is 
now considered to be no longer fit for purpose. 

The new building, which will be built on the same 
site as Alumwell’s Learning for Life centre, will be 
able to offer a wider variety of services. 

Councillor Rachel Andrew, Walsall Council 
cabinet member for children’s services, said the new 
centre would be a modern facility, better equipped to 
cope with families’ needs. 

“Eldon House provides overnight residential care 
for disabled children aged five to 18. This is short¬ 
term break care to support children with a range of 
disabilities and their families. 

“The new centre will allow us to offer more serv¬ 
ices and to better support people’s needs.” 

The project is being funded through Walsall 
Council’s capital strategy. 

Relatives want help 
to trace man in 60 s 

Relatives of a 69-year-old Walsall man have 
appealed to Chronicle readers to help them trace 
him. 

Peter J.E. Young used to live in Essex Street, 
Leamore. 

They also want to trace the Brookes family, for¬ 
merly of Station Street, Bloxwich. Anyone with 
information is urged to contact Graham Payne on 
07800 893775. 
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Shock tactics plan to 
beat dog dirt problem 


Revamp aims to fit demand 


Daceyanne Mantle, Vanessa Hathaway and Helena Wragg, from Fitness First, 
Walsall Wood, who are encouraging people to work off the extra festive pounds. 


walsallchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 

Shock tactics, signs spray- 
painted on to footpaths and spot 
fines are all being considered as 
part of a crackdown on dog fouling 
in Walsall. 

The problem has been highlighted as 
an “important” subject for the council 
to tackle. 

A working group has drawn up 13 recom¬ 
mendations to keep the streets free from dog 
mess. They include giving area partner¬ 
ships stencils and spray paints to daub “no 
dog fouling” messages on footpaths. The rec¬ 
ommendations also include using “shock 
tactics” to warn dog owners to clean up. 

Posters could be displayed in parks and 
open spaces warning of the dangers of dis¬ 
eases such as toxocara, an infection passed 
on through dog faeces. 

The recommendations include putting up 
educational material in pet shops, schools, 
supermarkets and vets. 

Coverage 

The working group also calls for press cov¬ 
erage, enforcement action and for promo¬ 
tional material to go up at bus stops, market 
stalls and the council’s one stop shop bus. 

Social landlords would be asked to 
promote responsible dog ownership by pro¬ 
viding signs and warning their residents 
through in-house communication. 

The report, created by constitutional 
services officer Neil Picken, says: “The 
service should inform the public that it is an 
offence to allow dog fouling, this should 
include shock tactics. 

“The working group suggested that the 
posters displayed should demonstrate the 
dangers of dog fouling, including toxocara. 

“In consideration of limited resources, 
areas are prioritised for intensive patrolling 
through intelligence on hotspots and 
through area partnerships.” 

These measures are now set to be consid¬ 
ered by the council’s environment scrutiny 
panel on January 4. 

Last month, Walsall Council held a con¬ 
sultation with residents over the introduc¬ 
tion of rules to control dogs in parks. People 
could face fines of up to £1,000 for allowing 
their dogs to foul or be off their leads in 
certain park areas. The responses to the 
consultation are now being considered. 


A gym that underwent a revamp is 
gearing up for the busiest time of the year 
as people seek to get fit after Christmas. 

Fitness First in Lichfield Road, Walsall 
Wood, typically sees a 10 per cent increase 
in membership in January and February 
as people make New Year resolutions. 

The gym has just undergone a two-week 
refurbishment to create separate weights 
areas for men and women, and install new 
flooring. 

Rue Kaur, senior receptionist at the 


gym, said: “It can be a bit daunting for 
women lifting weights around men, espe¬ 
cially if they have just joined, so they don’t 
have that problem now. 

“People come because they want to feel 
better after indulging over Christmas, and 
a lot of people come for the sauna or steam 
room to relax a bit. 

“With the new year, people start booking 
holidays as well, and want to lose a bit of 
weight for that.” 


Take good care this winter.. 

Take care of yourself and your family this winter by 
stocking up your cupboard at home. 


We 


recommend your supplies 

• paracetamol 

• ant-diarrhoea pills 

• rchydration mixture 

• indigestion treatments 

• a thermometer 


If you are on a prescription, 
make sure you have enough 
supplies to last through the 
holidays 


ezza 
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Crusade over church 
spire gathering pace 


The spire of a historic Walsall church 
which is soon to be bulldozed should be 
preserved for future generations, cam¬ 
paigners say. 

Calls are growing for the spire at the grade 
II listed Mellish Road Methodist Church to be 
saved. Historians, civic society members and 
local residents are all adding their support to 
an appeal for the spire to be rescued from the 
fire-ravaged building before it is reduced to 
rubble. 

The gothic-style church, which was built in 1910 
at the junction of Lichfield Street and Butts Road, is 
due to be demolished after falling into disrepair. 

Some claim the spire could be moved elsewhere in 
the town, while others believe it should remain on 
the site as part of any future development. 

Walsall Civic Society is planning to write to both 
Walsall Council and the owners of the church urging 
them to preserve the spire. 

Member John French said: “It has been suggested 
it could be moved somewhere else but it really should 
stay where it is. 

“If the ground is suitable for new development, 
there’s no reason why it can’t be retained where it is. 

“It is on one of the main entrances into Walsall and 
it is a prominent landmark. It would be nice for 
people coming in to Walsall to see that rather than 
what they see at the moment, which is a complete 
wreck.” 

The saga over the future of the church has been 
going on for almost two decades. 

In October this year, the Government gave its 
backing to demolition work and it is now down to the 
owners.Chiefs have spoken to the owners and have 
said demolition could be completed early next year. 



The Mellish Road church with its crumbling spire. 


Geoff is model organiser 


A long-running 
model and toy fair 
will celebrate its 
100th event at a 
Walsall leisure 
centre in the new 
year. 

The Walsall Wood 
toy and train collec¬ 
tors fair has been 
running for 21 years 
after being set up by 
60-year-old Geoff 
Price, of Newquay 
Road, Park Hall, 
who boasts the 
world record for his 
collection of more 
than 11,600 models. 

Toy trains, buses 
and cars will be 
spread across 75 
tables at Oak Park 
Leisure Centre, in 
Lichfield Road, on 
January 9 at 
10.30am until 3pm. 
Admission is £1.50 
for adults and £1 for 
children. It is hoped 
the event will 
attract 600 visitors. 

Mr Price, who 
organises the fairs 
with wife Linda, 55, 
said: “There will be 
Cadbury models of 
cars and vans and 
unusual buses. We 
usually get about 
500 people but I’m 
hoping we will get a 
few more to this 
one. 

“I like to buy 
models from all over 
the world. Anyone 
interested in models 
is welcome. We will 
have dealers there 
who can value them 
too.” 



Geoff Price has organised the 100th toy and train col¬ 
lectors fair in Walsall Wood. 
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LETTERS 


There could be lessons to 
learn from Chinese society 


Dear Sir, 

China is regularly castigated 
for its human rights record, but 
having seen the devastation 
wrought by the anarchists and 
others who hijacked the students 
protests in London recently, it 
left me wondering whether they 
have the balance about right. 

Certainly in the frequent TV 
reports from the country, it is 
noticeable that no-one seems at 
all reticent about speaking in 
front of the cameras. 

More often than not, these are 
very ordinary local people criti¬ 
cising the authorities - hardly 
the hallmark of a hard and fast 
dictatorship! There would seem 
to be no shortage of democracy 
within certain limits. Obviously, 
a line has to be drawn at some 
point to maintain a civilised 


between the two societies is we 
have no penalty worth speaking 
of, for overstepping the mark 
misconduct-wise, whatever the 
extent. 

Even our prisons have five- 
star hotel ratings and a regular 
clientele. 

China’s detractors are invari¬ 
ably over-liberalised western 
nations. From a law and order 
perspective, in some (no names 
mentioned), the justice pendu¬ 
lum has swung from one extreme 
to an almost horizontal position 
in the other. People were once 
transported to the other side of 
the world for stealing a loaf of 
bread. 

Today, the perpetrators of 
crime are seen as the hard-done- 
by-party, with phalanxes of 


fatcat lawyers leaping to their 
defence with that cloak of invin¬ 
cibly in hand, human rights leg¬ 
islation. 

What it must be to live in a 
land of peaceful neighbourhoods, 
security of person and property 
and a booming economy. 

MPs and Councillors, etc. are 
always “up” for a free “jolly” to 
ascertain how things are done in 
other countries. Why not per¬ 
suade Ken Clarke to go to China? 
With an inordinate amount of 
good fortune on our part, he 
might undergo some sort of Dam- 
ascan conversion while there and 
decide to stay. 

Presently, he is using the 
financial situation to an excuse 
to further his liberal policies. 

C Evans, 

Bloxwich. 


Action needs to be taken over the 
problem of drivers ignoring road signs 


Dear Sir, 

Re: Walsall Chronicle Dec 2 
“More Drivers fall Foul of road 
ban” were police have taken 
action on drivers ignoring the 
restriction signs not to turn right 
on to Lichfield Street from 
Hatherton Road. 

The police should look into 
giving fines to drivers that have 
ignored the same restriction 
signs at the junction of St John’s 


Road on to Pleck Road where 
there is a similiar but worse 
problem. 

The restictions not to turn 
right on to Pleck Road have been 
ignored for years here and 8 of 10 
vehicles turn right and ignore 
the clearly displayed signs, so 
drivers have no excuse as theses 
sign have been here for years and 
they should be used to them by 
now. 


The signs are there for a 
reason and not there to be 
ignored. Residents have Com¬ 
plained about this, but nothing 
seems to have been done nor are 
police seen monitoring the 
problem. 

Police have to take action as 
they have on Harterton Road. 
There can’t be One rule for one 
street and not for another 

Arjun Chand, Alumwell. 


Top dogs 
should 
take cuts 

Dear Sir, 

Lately we’ve heard 
about how Walsall 
Council is making hun¬ 
dreds of staff redundant 
in a bid to save money. 

Yet wasn’t it the highly 
paid managers and exec¬ 
utives who, in the past 
have cost us ratepayers 
millions in legal compen¬ 
sation payouts and lack 
of record keeping of 
grants due to sheer 
incompetence, as well as 
large overspends on 
building projects such as 
the new Ring Road? 

Why aren’t they taking 
a salary cut? This espe¬ 
cially applies to our Chief 
Executive, who despite 
his extremely high 
salary, doesn’t stop such 
incompetence and waste 
of our money. 

They are quick enough 
to take the credit when 
praise is occasionally 
due. I sincerely hope 
some posts that won’t be 
filled when vacant in 
future will be some 
expensive management 
ones. Likewise why 
aren’t the Councillors, 
who are ultimately 
responsible for the 
council also taking a cut 
in their allowances? 

CR, Walsall Wood. 
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Thanks to all those who helped to 
save lives during times of disaster 


Dear Sir, 

2010 has seen some of the 
worst natural disasters in living 
memory with millions of lives 
devastated in Haiti, Chile and 
Pakistan. 

Yet thanks to your readers’ 
generosity the Red Cross is 
helping to make a difference for 
thousands of people every day. 

In the immediate aftermath of 
the Haiti earthquake last year, 
the British Red Cross response, 
supported by millions of pounds 
from the UK public, was huge. 
Hundreds of thousands of people 


have received emergency Red 
Cross health care, vaccinations, 
clean water and basic sanitation. 

Hundreds of thousands more 
have received emergency shelter 
materials and essential relief 
supplies. 

We are continuing to respond 
to the cholera outbreak by sup¬ 
porting medical facilities, carry¬ 
ing out hygiene education 
activities and establishing 
cholera treatment centres. 

Across the world, and here in 
the UK, Red Cross volunteers are 
also responding to thousands of 


smaller, unreported disasters. 

Recent severe weather in the 
UK has seen our volunteers ferry 
medical staff to and from hospi¬ 
tals and deliver medicines to 
people trapped in their homes. 

All over the globe volunteers 
are working in their local com¬ 
munities, providing vital relief 
and also helping build people’s 
resilience so they are prepared 
should disaster strike again. 
Thank you. 

Sir Nicholas Young, 

Chief Executive, 

The British Red Cross. 


Parking charges 
are killing the town 

Dr Sir 

I cannot agree more with J K Bullivant in the 
letters about Walsall Council. Only a bunch of idiots 
cannot see that keep putting up car park prices and 
now charging for street parking can only mean dis¬ 
aster for Walsall as a shopping town. 

As a Walsall Wood-born and bred person all my 
earlier life was spent shopping in Walsall but not 
now as I would go anywhere but Walsall as I am fed 
up with the money wasters that call themselves a 
council. 

They only look after themselves not Walsall 
borough and waste money like its a never empty pot 
because all they do is raise the Council tax to cover 
the mistakes -art gallery £21 million; bus station, if 
that’s what you can call it, £7million; ring road £20+ 
million, I Could go on. 

Mr. K Harper, 

Walsall Wood, 

Walsall. 


Poppy generosity 
seems boundless 

Dear Sir 

Re: Poppy Appeal 2010 

The generosity of the people of Aldridge District 
knows no bounds, as this November they gave over 
£31,500.00 to the Poppy Appeal with yet more to 
come. The Aldridge Branch of the Royal British 
Legion wish to express their thanks to each and 
every one of them. 

Thanks are also given to those who organised col¬ 
lections in the various areas of the District. 

David Partridge, 

President and Poppy Day Organiser. 

Do you have something to say? Then write to 
Walsall Chronicle, 51-53 Queen Street, Wolver¬ 
hampton. WV1 1ES or email 
walsallchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk. Letters 
are published at the editor’s discretion and may 
be edited. All letters and emails must include a 
full name, address and contact number. 
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Taxi marshal scheme is on hold 


The relaunch of a taxi marshal scheme 
to reduce late-night trouble in Walsall 
town centre remains on hold. 

Interested parties have been sought to 
help revive the scheme which was 
designed to help cut down on booze-fuelled 
violence at weekends, but council chiefs 
admit that no-one has been found to fund 
it. 

It ended in March last year when money 
came to an end and cash-strapped Walsall 
Council was unwilling to finance it. 

Town hall bosses said they could not 
afford to pay for marshals, who helped 


improve safety for drivers and got late- 
night revellers off the streets and home 
more quickly. 

A search for external funds has drawn a 
blank and the council has admitted there 
is no more it can do to bring the scheme 
back. 

Councillor Zahid Ali, cabinet member 
for communities and partnerships said: 
“The initiative, which proved very popular 
with visitors and revellers was funded by 
the Home Office. Unfortunately, the 
funding for the scheme was withdrawn. 

“We will continue to keep on the lookout 


for interested parties who may wish to 
discuss funding opportunities to rekindle 
the scheme, but at the moment there’s not 
much more we can do.” 

The scheme went on trial in 2007 on 
Friday and Saturday nights. It was re¬ 
introduced in Christmas 2008 after a 
grant was received. 

The scheme operated at taxi ranks in 
Lichfield Street and Bradford Place and 
was hailed a success. 

More revellers are expected into the 
town when a £1 million nightspot opens 
next year at the former Studio 45 building. 


Council 

signals 

upgrade 

Transport bosses in 
Walsall have registered 
their intention to seek 
more than £32 million to 
improve the road 
network in Darlaston. 

Walsall Council has 
notified the Department 
of Transport of its will¬ 
ingness to pursue the 
regeneration scheme. 

If it goes ahead the 
money will help to over¬ 
haul roads, bridges and 
junctions around Darlas¬ 
ton and Bentley. 

Transport chief coun¬ 
cillor Tom Ansell said: “It 
remains a priority and 
we are still very keen to 
secure the investment.” 

Councillor Ansell said 
improvements were pen¬ 
cilled in four locations — 
Bentley Mill Way and 
Bentley Road South, the 
junction of Darlaston 
Road and Bescot Road 
and the junction of 
Bescot Road and Wallows 
Lane. 

But he added: “We 
have been given no indi¬ 
cation of timescales.” The 
ambitious scheme was 
thrown into doubt earlier 
this year after the Gov¬ 
ernment announced it 
was shelving more than 
£71m of projects. 


Romance started with fireworks 


A relationship had a 
real sparkler of a start 
when Walsall couple 
June and Dennis Arm 
first met at a bonfire 
party more than 60 
years ago. 

The couple, both 
retired factory 
workers, celebrate 
their diamond wedding 
anniversary today. 

Thirteen months 
after their first 
meeting, they walked 
down the aisle of the 
former Wesleyan 
Chapel in Bloxwich 
Road, Leamore, on 
December 30, 1950. 

June, aged 78, and 
Denis, aged 80, now of 
Burrowes Street, 
Birchills, Walsall, plan 
to mark the milestone 
with a big party. 

“We met a bonfire 
party at my friend’s 
house in 1949 and it’s 
been like fireworks 
ever since,” said Mrs 
Arm. 

“The romance just 
took off from there. 

“On our wedding day 
there was a lot of snow 
and my family had to 
clear a path for me to 
get from our house to 
the car taking me to 
the church.” 

The couple have a 
daughter Susan, aged 
59, who now lives in 
Wales. 



June and Dennis Arm, of Walsall, celebrated their diamond anniversary. 
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W. RAYBOULD & SONS LTD 

Fireplace Factory Outlet. 


Lpjcni^ h Gxs'Bectric and Sold Fud • Gc Safe rind Hdns ir-Jluia Seroce 

Ha tanjft of Super BfttiertBrttkh iHtcfe 0« Hr* 

GENUINE PRICES WITH NO HUX>EN EXTRAS 
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cor/\E AND COMPARE OUR PRICES 
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GI-P'T IDEA 

GIVE A PARTY 
AS A PRESENT? 

Pur chase a voucher or 
reserve a place today! 


a 



BRONZE 
PARTY 

(2 H MU r ■>; 

ILxxra children each 



lot utie* 75 ituituJCCMolu>'i eekt iniftet, jinliitLrteti^-Qumwii, 
t>*n irnrwfi itivic, <j#u «<rrrm«n| ttHiftjLyl ^i*1> i?**",, Ifnec 

ittuj-n cnti^iWHio (miyclnM 


M 


^indifky/FvUiiy • Satnrd />y ’SimiLi y 


2011 Better for less! 



SILVER 

PARTY 

(2 Hours) 


Extra ctaiklrai ,C7 each 



lifcImtCHT5 minirtt* f»iA>, inyr ar«*|fi 

hniVt, uulimritYlAi^ia^iT^oftiimetl ivvr^jikucrtitt^ny, 

I hritiMl rw»m, I krv« lYtiirn cntr^ pro* <nr forty 

•lillrt. hr« Ly^r^tle to KmHIkiI of DLxi 
Free MasAtil visit 


GOLD 

PARTY 

(2 V» Honrs) 
Extra children £9 each 


GO Children* 

™9 


1 1 'limita T5 mimiiiA \**y t Hrl Artvfcl 

tMilirt, iiiilmiiktlaiiunli, lamtiirmii li»i»4, ixki <ci«tuni|| 

i nihwi uwit> V 3 »*m ,1 fit< rt 1 urr«n<i> iH>Ak*p|Mit>tMd. 

11 k > itmmji - ra r i i w: i tMwi m 
upgrade mMMViEAAJn nm:o ,um k art s 

I M* vh ft« » AM4M 4JT 

|y\tis rvfum & DacT* r lVcjitl 


fantastic nine 
Children's Parties! 



AFTER SCHOOL 

TEA & 
TUMBLE 


ENTRANCE 
A MEAL 



OF | 
SQUASH 


\i-mkJL.-. •» rii.iOilu* n« 1 1*1 ti. Itiix I* iino 5 M} t* 11; 

4 


pi^nmju 

PARTY (£ 

hiring pinaie hire \ 

Extra child wn.C7 each 



liitlmko ?5 mJnufa *• Lay, ltel & Ptkl 
IllllMi unllifU&*l*qui*ir, UMtiiiMl IrttC.ofct oe*mjfn>, 
1hCiiuu<i|Afi(vr«»fiii'iri\«fR£iiniuitfV »*•* 1 <i imlrclilhl. 
KXTKA ITK0I.S.:- PAtTI V HM \, (HUM.ft III 

upcsrum; rtirucrriAUaNt* inmixj hm ijnnhiik 

Ar A MA^UOT 


k>W*APrcclVanr Coffee Kor Adnlls ] 


Tel: 0845 337 0039 \vww«adventure-landxo.uk 


[OPEN DAILY 10 am. to 6 p.m 


Unit 6, ( <.|i|iiu Lane, Aldridge VVS9 9AA (Free Wi-Fi now available) 


AD EN UR LA D D Y N RSERY 


Give Your Child A Free Trial Session 

l 25% Off Your First Month’s Fees -That’s one week completely five! i 



* 3 ntouUiUoSyeoft * Spacious Setting 

** Gcirtlcn * Easy Parting 

* 51 inuikibuy Environment v M^rvollou^ Anioitibos 


IMTRQPUCTIQIt 

Ailveutirtliuid iiKxts al 
(>FSlTJ>’s reff rii mi cuts 
including * ITic raiiy Yeas 
Foundation Stage* mirl the 
five 'Every Chid Matters 
Outcomes’. Your child 
nil ivcrivc the hc-st chid 
care The Midlands can 
provide in a \v denning utinoqf vie from < nn' 
spacious indoor and <artdnor environment. 

NURSERY Day Nursery chtkhcn aiul sibling arc entitled 
RfiLii ici t0 mtr y tuintM!.s«la«wmru AxlYmtnrrlnml 7days 
PUNlP, a wtdt mid clUrt units tor fiarttcvu 



ASK ABOUT FREE PLACES! ASK ABOUT BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CLUB! 

1 WA\Av^itheTitiuv 4 aiicLcaiik 

(For l*ruspectus and Information - 01922 455711 or 117533 518470 ) 

AdvpntitrelaiKl Day Nursery (OFSTlCD EY393237 j Unit 6, ftnipicv L ants Aldrklue, Walsall WS!9 9 A A 
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Shoppers face danger 
crossing road at store 


walsallchronicle@expressand 

star.co.uk 

Shoppers at the new 
Walsall town centre Tesco 
have been putting their 
safety at risk by walking in a 
busy road to get there, it has 
been claimed. 

Hoardings have been blocking 
off the pavement next to the £55 
million store. 

The new branch opened on the 
former Walsall College site in St 
Paul’s Street just before Christmas. 

Customers have had to cross to the 
other side of the street if they 
wanted to walk on the pavement 
from the direction of the main bus 
station. 

But many were sticking to the 
Tesco side. They then stepped into 
the road, leading to fears that 
someone could get knocked down. 

The council said a temporary 
footway was being constructed. 

Hurry 

Councillor Graham Wilkes, who 
represents the Darlaston South 
ward, said before the work had 
taken place: “There is no footpath 
outside Tesco, so nowhere for people 
to walk. 

“They seem to have been in a 
hurry to get it open and left the 
hoarding there. It needs to be moved 
back by two feet.” 

“I fear someone is going to get run 
over,” he added. 

The Tesco Extra store opened its 
doors on December 6 - ahead of 
schedule. 

Transport chief Councillor Tom 
Ansell said: “Tesco opened its store 
two months early, ahead of schedule, 
and in advance of the completion of 
the integral offices which front St 
Paul’s Street. 

“Hoardings have been left on the 
pavement while this part of the 
development is completed, and two 
crossing points have been created.” 

Tesco spokesman Tony Fletcher 
said the offices should be completed 
early in the new year. 


Rachel cuts a dash with new salon 



It’s a snip - Rachel Randhawa opens her salon with Nicola Gee 


A hairdressing student 
has snipped her way to 
success with the opening 
her own Walsall town 
centre salon. 

Rachel Randhawa, 
who trained at Walsall 
College, has gone on to 
launch Lussh Hair and 
Beauty in George Street. 

The 43-year-old salon 
business management 
student is staffing the 
salon with former college 
students, offering hair, 
beauty and nail treat¬ 
ments. 

Rachel has been a 
student at the college for 
five years, studying NVQ 
Hairdressing levels 1-3, 
before undertaking the 
two year Foundation 
Degree in Salon Business 
Management. 

Decided 

She said: “I had always 
done manual work in a 
factory but I wanted to do 
a job that I enjoyed. 

“I decided to study 
hairdressing at Walsall 
College. I have really 
enjoyed being back in 
education and learning 
new skills; I feel a huge 
sense of accomplish¬ 
ment.” 

She added: “I am so 
excited to be opening my 
new salon, which has 
hair, beauty and nail 
treatments available all 
under one roof. 

“In the future, I plan to 
give Walsall College stu¬ 
dents the chance to do 
work placements at my 
salon, so I can give a little 
back to the hair and 
beauty department.” 


DO YOU HAVE A SMALL BUSINESS? 

ARE YOU V.A.T. REGISTERED? 

I am not V.A.T. registered. I do not charge V.A.T. 

Why pay 20% more than you have to for your printing. 

I print Leaflets (full colour or economical 
black on white) from £7.00 per 1,000 

Letterheadings (full colour or economical 
black on white) from £8.00 per 1,000 

Business Cards (full colour) from only £20.00 

ARTWORK FREE OF CHARGE 

SAVE YOUR BUSINESS MONEY 
CONTACT ME NOW: IVAN JONES 

ALDRIDGE PRINTING SERVICES LTD. 

PORTLAND ROAD, ALDRIDGE. 

TEL: 07973 29 77 88 (24/7) 



at these sites, times and dates 



I Adult 


courses * 

Aprenticeships 7 

Pre-Apprenticeships 


Main 

Enrolment 

dales 


Sutfcm 
Co Idle Id 
Campus 


Matthew 

Boulton 

Campus 


Lnnyj^ 

fente 


Monday 10 January 
5.00pm to 7.30pm 


Tuesday 11 January 
5.00pm to 7.30pm 


Wednesday 12 January 
5.O0pm to 7.30pm 


Thursday 13 January 
5.O0pm to 7.30pm 


Saturday 15 January 
9.00am to l.OOpm 


Monday 17 January 
5.00pm to 7.30pm 


Tuesday IS January 
5.00pm to 7.30pm 


Wednesday 19 January 
5.00pm to 7.30pm 


Th ursday 20 Jan uary 
5.00pm to 7.30pm 


Saturday 15th January 

for January enrolment 
& September 2011 entry 


SLittuk OikirkikH'AinnLK i 

i CasClt: Vftk: Skill S f ■ ttfkIt't: 

Lichfield Road 

Spilfirt House, ID Hi^i Sirred, 

SnLlon Cold Ibid B74 2 MW 

Bimiirigliam B35 7PR 

MaIOkiw Bmiltau C&inrms 


Jenncns Road 

MasoiJjRoad, ErdingLon 

piipil B4 

Birmingham B24 SEW 

Aldridge Road.^SaLBarr 

CoiiybefcSLfttL, Hi^igale 

Binni iigham B44 BN E 

Binviingham B12 DYL 


or; oppor unities / or focili ies/ or exper ise 
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ur host over offcis moan' 
more when you buy a or 
tchen cupboard doors 


Offers End 22 JAN. 


s Drawers Applls 

(»T:TVn (1 

FREE No Obligatioi 


otntion Service 


Nobody beats our prices - Guaranteed! 


&io*tQow & '.(Vc«tebv Gr&en Larwood Rd 'Mx&tey V.tel Midland* Dhr$ CRD ^>1334 2&3034 


So why throw out a 
good kitchen simply 
because the doors & 
drawers look a 
little dated? m 


CANNOCK 01M J 550 !WT DUDLEY fr1*M 6&> (MS 


5AJND7IELLfrl21 3Gfr(W13 STOURBRIDGE 


WAL&AL L {i1<22 5Wi GG5 t/THAMPT ON 01902 5*1 570 


www.imore.co.uk 
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Haven is 
planned 
to beat 
vandals 

Green belt land in 
Walsall which is a haven 
for wildlife could become 
a formal fishing spot in a 
bid to stop it being tar¬ 
geted by yobs. 

Land at Ryders Hayes 
Mere, in Pelsall, has been 
transformed with a large 
mere, grassland and tree 
planting. 

Its restoration was 
part of planning permis¬ 
sion given in 1996 to 
allow the land to be 
mined. 

But now, an applica¬ 
tion to change its use to 
include formal fishing 
and leisure facilities has 
been submitted to 
Walsall Council planning 
chiefs. 

It is hoped the intro¬ 
duction of a formal 
fishing facility, along 
with a small freeholding, 
will help boost security at 
the site which has 
already been part-ruined 
by fire. 

A statement support¬ 
ing the application, sub¬ 
mitted by an unknown 
applicant, says: 

“Management of the 
site has not always been 
easy as the owners other 
landholdings and activi¬ 
ties are some distance 
away. 

“As a consequence, the 
site has suffered a series 
of setbacks.” 

It is also proposed to 
build a small freeholding 
on the site to house 
someone who would be 
responsible for mainte¬ 
nance and management 
on site. 

Ten car parking spots 
would also be created as 
part of the scheme, which 
will be considered by 
planners in the coming 
weeks. 



On the cards for top display 


Kath+linton and Janet McDonald, of Emotions, reflect on their success. 


Traders in Bloxwich brought a touch 
of colour to the town to compete for the 
best-dressed window. 

There were 13 shops which entered 
the contest run by Bloxwich Business 
Partnership with support from 
Walsall Council’s district centre man¬ 
agement team. Overall winner was 
Emotions Cards and Gifts. 

The shop, which has been in 
Bloxwich for more than a decade, 
created a sparkling Christmas scene 
which was made out of balloons. 

Manager Jan Woolley said: “I’m 
delighted to have won this award. It is 


great to see the partnership getting 
involved and encouraging as many 
town businesses as possible to take 
part.” 

Emotions Cards and Gifts was pre¬ 
sented with a plaque in recognition of 
the shops achievement by Emma 
Harewood, chairman of Bloxwich 
Business Partnership to be displayed 
in the shop for the next year. 

Councillor Adrian Andrew, Walsall 
Council cabinet member for regenera¬ 
tion, said: “It is great to see the busi¬ 
ness partnership coming up with 
innovative ideas.” 


Dump the Diet ... 
Join the Fun! 

With our fantastic 

LATIN SOLO COORSES 

• Have fuft • L&m to dsnes • Dicp a <fo*8 z£e 





»9? iJp-LIp At tffltl VI 


Hniitaitn«da|i!alnH nllajw vekama 
Get ft viihoiri thB gpn ami dues lha \iwpt nun 
Uanrr an vs rtrtnq ri JhianrrSM 
£31 fa 6ii*dicwr5* 
briri !*•) k tad yoi(ha P3 IStC 
•r trail put jtfead>dnfeio a jk 
ry viafcna a JtlxbpHpir 

i±>l 


R Uw RiilkUk luirtii jrtal 
li*hll3K*rartfriT>iltaftl 


: - hhl Inn ii'l» ft 9rii lb t Mai 
ifra/ fc li, HiKJr ft it Hut* llibnr,! 

iVMH ixt i tun ri-ttfcp, ftrr< >.Mal 

^•lt^ ljir-L lf pLtlllil'tlltMlM 

ttrfHklfMCM Ml* M. Mi 

fli fcHaiytaUiivi 















































Walsall’s Largest Independent Furniture Store 


VLSrFURNISHINGS 

VAT held for 1 more week 

Pay a small da posit to sacura your ordar today 


Stockists of Sheitoume Restwell Reposo TCS Lift and 
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Jill 


1 


S»e: 


Soverekpi 

orllte memory 
4ft bind von set 

OIJLY 

£279.99 


FREE 

Memory Poem 
Pillowe with 
the Venue 
Pocket Spring 
Divan 


W 


m 


Serenity 3000 

_ pochodiHi6rdivQn5f5t 
Wc* £83*09 

SALE PRICE 

£499.99 


Ortho Deluxe 

4ft fin *|teaaJ 

ST ILL ONLY 

£199.99 

Umrled elock 


{ Brittany 

4ft 6 n 4- ri nwe r ri iwi set 
\AteE299i99 

SALE PRICE 

£249.99 


FVIEB llhmory 
Foam Pillows 
wHH the 
Memory Pin©. 
1600 Pocket 
Memory 


Happy New Year to all customers old and new 


tifctirooiTi ColtctDOj 
n YtfaJnul 


,^rL 50% off 
t j|| display 


Hkjh <jloe« 
bsdroom 
collection in 
Bleofc & White 

10% off 


Joteph 3M + 1 
L Top Qiwily Kfliioi 
P Suit* with Dec tic 
R«claior ani 
Lift ani RSao 
Cham* to match 


m D Bedroom 
•' I collaction 
in white 
Top quality 


Celine 3+1+1 
top quality 
suite with 

25% off 


I J: 


0 


li! 










ii, 


► i 


The IKoyal Suite 

The *ay iwpufr a4te 
STILL 04JLV 

£899.99 


Shorbonio 

2 -sente settee 1 x 
innual rerire 4-etectic 
Irft & rise red iter 

Only Cl 99?.99 

1 SET ONLY 


Royal Cabinet 
raiKjee 

10% off 

display models 


14! 


Rutland 3+1 +1 
fabric suite 

rtopqiKdtv hires 

Only Cl49(9.99 

J + Fraa Air o tpc uwtt I 

cia0|>eoot 

Wendy 3+1+1 
Italian Suita 
top quality at Ha 
beet, muet ho 
eeen, groat 
value for money 

Large 
selections 
of easy 
chairs in 
stock 


Hew to Store 
Oeneva Suite 
with 2 Seetor 
Snoggie Chair 


Rio 

bedroom 
collection 
in oak 


Hatha n Suite 
Fully Reel aili<j 
Fabric Suite, 
choice of 
colours 


Caprice 

* fullnsdinigsiifeinfctxk 
I o bwn foiu leflJhe 

SALE PRICE 

£1299.99 


MaMtm SI Italan 
L ui hi f hilto, 
B*«t Sailor toe 2010 . 
DecUc PUciiM n 
and LHt and Rise 

Cfudn EudldkU 

Oiaat VjdM* 
mwl li# 

Over 1C ciHatarrt inot-dc of rioac radii at c n 
ctook a mntolthg dike to gc v»ilh tl>em 

ft-V 


□ 

u 

m 

2 

si 

□ 

$ 

0) 

> 



Mar 16 Stare lha B>riteh 
Si«Uh1<*> •pMU+iffthclc 
r.HnuVadEtaeOlc 
FUdn* s » *JI4U f*nm Ufl 
ad WuCh*-* Fartssdc 
dwN> * 9 ad dtckaaf 
edawrat o cham fan 


m 

m 

* 


0 PEMN 6 HOURS WE CAN REMOVE YOUR OLD SUITE 


Itfluiiliiv-Siiti ■ Tfciy 
HJ.UUnillU.UU nil 
Siaiibvy 10 80 tww-4 OO |R 

fflFf rw*c/ntB 
ALL BUS ROUTES TO THIS STORE 

: er of Duses <re: No. 6,369, 3?0,3BA 
xllajxr.e i:iJ995 sloo ouisce our =toM=» 
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JANUARY SAU NOW ON 

WITHOUT NO VAT INCREASE 



GRIPPER & DOOR BARS 

+ FITTING ON ALL CARPETS 

Whan Purchased with Underlay 


FREE UPLIFTS AND MOVING 
OF FURNITURE 
OAP’S AND DISABLED ONLY 


CLOUD CHECK THESE PRICES 
Stainfree Berber 
£3.99 sq m 

Bleach Cleanable Twist 
£4.77 sq m 
vy Saxony 
£9.55 sq m 
Ultimate luxury 



Quality Anti-Slip 
Cushion Floor Half Price 

NOW ONLY 

£5a97sqm 



iooo's of 


RANGE OF .. 

underlays Hea 



UNIT 24/30 PARK LANE, WOLVERHAMPTON V/V10 9JZ 




OPEN v « 
HOURS: 

rr *• ^ 

I0am-4f>rn NOVO 































Log in for computer courses 



Leading library assistant Pam Kalsi 

Computer novices can learn their 
browsers from their inboxes as part of 
new courses being held at Walsall 
Central Library. 

The Lichfield Street venue is 
running introduction to computers 
sessions, as well as some advanced 
specialist courses, from early Jan¬ 
uary. Categories include how to use 
email, surf the web, use online auction 
sites or research family history. 

Rita Mills, from the Information 
Services Development Team at the 
library, urged computer novices to 
sign up. 

“We have a full range of courses 
available which are a great way to 
learn how to use computers in a 


promotes the computer courses 

friendly environment in your local 
library,” she said. 

“This is a great chance for people to 
learn how to buy and sell using the 
ebay website. 

“This can be a way of making money 
out of clutter and unwanted presents 
such as CDs, old books, clothes and 
other things. 

“It’s always worth remembering 
that libraries are places where people 
of all ages can learn with computer 
courses held most of the year.” 

Bookings for the courses, which run 
from January to Easter, can be made 
at any Walsall library. 

For more information call the 
central library on 01922 653110. 
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STEAMED UP 
DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Don’t lepkaca Uta Frames- jjrt the Pane&t 


Broker or Demoted Window? 
Faulty Hirtgm. Hardies or bcx*l? 



or» naw 


•"■yl 08006121118 


„,wn nvikfl Mnnj rwmr>f'f p+9*t* rr.tf cIp/iu, 



ALL ASPECTS IN PAINTING 
AND DECORATING 

VLfaJJ* and 

G/h» f/EmuJf jon 

MU RAL ARTWO RK/SHOP 
FRONTS* BEDROOMS ETC 

Rdly O-inJrfied 
NMVQ Lead 2 * 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Free O-iobes - No Obii^idon 

lUeplwiwc 

07977 899873 

OF 




TI-b New 
Technology 
For 

Repairing 
You - Car 
.WwajF Bodywork 

W* rill! thipi - Htrt ihe <at upto 

# Hiiiyw nr h frisln* 

HHIH 

* BikiHilsnlii'itttllpJlMf m Bodyshop 

oostsl 

r-' VtflflAl ttnfcfot 

r-' hh'ipE'ttirit 
r-' tflfet 

r-' hcib 

r-' QfeftBlbRlIffl* 

r -' HtRbgltontneh* 
r-' ViW* 
r-' Orty 

*n*K*TO*bfl 

2 vnmiittfflhtfl 


+ ITrr mm nlUrfri 

VIAAAl 

01922 625606/ 
07973 591962 




MOBILE 

REPAIRS 

We come to ynu! 


e s, u 


l iRulint^INTi-i.M-::J -ji] 


07903 771756/ 
0800 2981155 

ikr Riftaflefeb 


AR^ftnilN 


E jlh -— —- — lulm mujhIIbu 

ror more inTOmtaiioti 
why not visit oir website - 
www.ohfpcaway.oo.iJt 


www.avantikb.co.ukJ half pri 



ilS 
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Low rate credit • 12 . 9 % :x- (true rate 6.81% pa) 


■ Avanti Kitchens 
and Bedrooms 

CvCTtWig ATtf (Yl 

WALSALL 

F«r.rlv ^* I r'aJ.ItT* i H F . 

I . ini. -h ■< 

7*1 01542 280720 

SHDA'ROOMS 1 HHUUCH<J Jr THE R 1 IDUOI 3 S 

trwcdKire 0800446655 


A.flrd*«*i fp^ •rnr vn -or wr»w A-xa i>Is wrt.lftr, > 
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Home-Start 
Walsall 
Need Volunteers 


Posh natal depression/ 

3 young children. 

How would you cope? 

Triplets and being a single parent. 

How would you cope? 

New to the area with a new baby/ 

How would you cope? 


Homo-Start Walsall need 
volunteers to offer practical 
support, encouragement and 
reassurance for families with at least 
one child under the age of five. 


thechronicle 


Helping to cut runaway numbers 


Walsall Police claim to have reduced the 
number of young people going missing 
across the borough, thanks to the intro¬ 
duction of an early intervention initiative, 
linking in with Walsall Street Teams. 

Officers refer all youngsters reported 
missing directly to the Walsall Street 
Teams organisation at a early stage via “e 
link” so the team can act immediately to 
help find the youngsters and intervene to 
help stop them going missing again. 

Walsall Street Teams is an independent 
organisation which aims work with all 
runaways under the age of 18 and stop 
them from going missing repeatedly. 

Since the scheme was launched, it has 
been particularly effective in dealing with 


young people who go missing repeatedly, 
which can drain police resources and time. 

In the weeks after the launch, the 
number of youngsters reported missing 
fell from 50 in October to 41 in November. 

The number of “runaway episodes”, 
where people have gone missing and 
police have found them, has also fallen in 
the same period from 86 to 68. 

The scheme was set up in April, but was 
re-launched in October by Pc Louise 
Follows, from Willenhall neighbourhood 
policing team, and Pc Mark Maile, 
missing person co-ordinator for Walsall 
police. 

Pc Follows said: “The initiative was set 
up to reduce the incidents of people 


reported missing in Walsall. It not only 
offers help and support to those most vul¬ 
nerable, but saves officer time and allows 
resources to be deployed to other matters.” 

She added: “On average an episode of 
investigating and finding a missing 
person can cost police around £1000, 
which means the early intervention 
scheme has so far saved police locally 
around £18,000.” 

As well as setting up the e link , PC 
Maile has also been out to brief all officers 
about how the scheme can help in stop 
repeat runaways. He said: “Working with 
Walsall Street Teams and Walsall Council 
is proving extremely effective in dealing 
with the problem.” 


Looking for 
lost relatives 

Relatives of Walsall 
man Peter J E Young are 
trying to trace him. Mr 
Young, now aged 69, was 
formerly of Essex Street, 
Leamore. 

They also want to trace 
the Brookes family, for¬ 
merly of Station Street, 
Bloxwich. To help, 
contact Graham Payne 
on 07800 893775. 

A window 
into the past 

Abook looking at Victo¬ 
rian times in Walsall 
through the view of a res¬ 
ident of the time is on 
sale. Billy Meikle’s Win¬ 
dow on Walsall includes 
12 illustrated articles 
based on his writings. 

It costs £5 from Walsall 
Local History Centre. 
Call 01922 721305 for 
details. 

Search for sons 

The Walsall relatives 
of a woman who died are 
being sought. Neil and 
Ivan Morton, the sons of 
Phyllis Arlene Portlock, 
previously Mor-ton, aged 
60, are being asked to 
come forward. Mrs Port- 
lock died on December 
10. Call 0845 3527488. 


Youngsters give Cyberbus a brush-up 


WALSALL’S youth Cyberbus 
has been given a makeover 
thanks to dedicated youngsters 
from Brownhills Princes Trust. 

The trust scheme is run from 
Brownhills police station and 
works in conjunction with Wolver¬ 
hampton College. The instructors 
are serving police and police com¬ 
munity support officers from 
Walsall police. 

They run a 12-week personal 
development course, which is 
aimed at young people between 16 
and 25 and offers work experi¬ 
ence, qualifications, practical 
skills, community projects and a 
residential week. 

Seven young people painted the 
inside of the Cyberbus as part of 
their community project. It was 
chosen as it offers a valuable 
service to young people across 
Walsall. 

Cyberbus operates as a mobile 
youth club during week days. 
Fitted with the latest gaming con¬ 
soles, TVs and gadgets, it opens 
its doors to the young people in 
the area, who get to use the equip¬ 
ment free of charge. 

Pc James Ellingworth, one of 
the team leaders , said: “The team 
wanted to support a worthwhile 
community project and the Cyber¬ 
bus fitted our criteria perfectly.” 

Sgt Kelvin Rowlands, from 
Walsall police station, said: “The 
young people of Princes Trust 
have worked tirelessly on this 
project.” 



The youngsters who painted the Cyberbus 


If you hoVo three hours per Week to 
spare, your time and experience of 
parenlinq skills would make an in¬ 
credible difference to a young family. 

If you would like to discuss this oppor¬ 
tunity further, you are Welcome to at¬ 
tend a coffee morning here on 
Tuesday 18th January 
9.30 am-11.30 am. 

Full training and volunteer 
expenses are provided. 

A CRB check and references 
are required. 

If you are interested please contact 
us on: 

01922 647018 

admin @ homestartwalsall.org.uk 


DANCEp^TREME 

LEARN TO DANCE 

Ballroom and Latin/Salsa 

BLUE COAT C of E Comprehensive School 

BIRMINGHAM ST, WALSALL WS1 2ND 


NOW STARTED 

Only £4.00 per person 

Singles welcome 

Fun easy to follow instructions 

No booking/joining fee 

For tirther details please visit <xr website 

www.dance-x-trerae.co.uk 

or call Sim or Goorgo on 07971 579626 

v-—- 
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Choose from 100's of 


styles and colours 


Walsall’s Premier Kitchen Facelift Company 


NO Pushy salesmen 
NO Hidden extras 
Fully inclusive price 
Friendly experienced staff 
Fully insured fitters 
Established local business 


Kitchen Lost It's Sparkle... 

just change the doors AS «FN ON 

■ SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT 


■ Doors... mode to measure 

■ Additional Units... if required 

■ Worktops... find your perfect style 

■ Sinks and Taps... choose your style 



Made in Britain 



NUMBER 





DREAM DOORS 


www.drcamdoorsltd.co.uk 


. JJ84B 


Check us out at www.checkatrade.com 


For a FREE brochure o r to arrange 
a no-oWisjation survey, call now on: 

Tel No:01922 455568 

Visit our Showroom at: 

14 Beacon Buildings, Leighswoud Road, 
Aldridge, Walsall WS9 AAA 
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HARDEN DENTAL 
SURGERY 


Taking New NHS/ 
Private Patients 

Dr S B. M-ihalekam f DSRC S (Eng) 
a ml Associates 

Tel: 01922 495896 

Quality NHS / Private Dental treatment 

I NI1S Dental treatment 
t Cosmetic Dentist ly 

# Same day emergency care 

# Sedation for nervous patients 
$ Implants for Missing Teeth & 

Denture Stabilization 

# Oral Surgery 

i Disabled access 

OpcjiLift Hours 

• Mcn/ni«/niuf/pu 9.00 - f copjn 
•wee 19.QQ -6 coppi ■snr iq.w - i.qqimi 


1<>8 Walker Road, Lemnos Walsall, W53 1BZ 


CAR PARK AVAILABLE 


i* chronicle 


Museum drumming up support 


An exhibition at Walsall Museum will 
be keeping the beat for the next three 
months. 

The Classic Beats drum showcase in 
Lichfield Street gives people the chance to 
see musical instruments and photo¬ 
graphs. 

The amount of temporary exhibition 
space at the museum is due to be reduced 
as part of budget cuts by Walsall Council 
in the next financial year. 

Meanwhile, visitors are being encour¬ 


aged to see the display in tribute to ‘sir’ 
Alan Buckley from Walsall. 

The 74-year-old jazz musician has an 
extensive collection of drum kits from the 
1920s to the 1970s. 

More than 110 drum kits, 300 snare 
drums and music catalogues and books 
are on display in the exhibition. 

Alan’s unofficial title comes from fans in 
Europe dubbing him “Sir”’ whilst on tour 
in Germany and Denmark where he spent 
many years before returning home in the 


80s. A tribute to Liverpool’s Cavern club 
made famous by the Beatles includes a 
replica of the drum Ringo Starr used and 
features a picture of the drummer. 

The display had to be altered on health 
and safety grounds in November. 

The drum sticks for use by the public 
had to be removed after complaints from 
library users about the level of noise 
coming from upstairs. 

The exhibition will stay on show until 
March 5. 


Bowling 
club gets 
grant gift 

A bowling club in 
Walsall have received a 
£1,500 grant to buy new 
equipment. 

Fordbrook Bowling 
Club, Pelsall which is 
run for people aged 50 
and over, was awarded 
the Grassroots Grant by 
Birmingham & Black 
Country Community 
Foundation. 

The application was 
supported by the deputy 
mayor of Walsall, Coun¬ 
cillor Garry Perry, and 
his fellow Pelsall Coun¬ 
cillor Marco Longhi. 

The club was founded 
in 1991 and has since 
provided a sporting 
outlet for older people in 
the community but also a 
social club. 


Bescot biog 
now on sale 

A book celebrating two 
decades of football at 
Walsall FC’s Banks’s 
Stadium is now on sale. 

The Bescot Years - 
Walsall FC’s Complete 
Record at Bescot 
(Banks’s Stadium) 1990- 
2010 by Andrew Poole is 
on sale from the Banks’s 
Stadium Club Shop, the 
football shop in Walsall 
town centre at £19.99. 


11 years separate triplets 



Triplets - one-month-old Ryleigh Shepherd with her 11-year-old sisters Megan and Bethany. 


A baby girl from Willenhall will no other case where three siblings given drug treatments, but 
be growing up with a closer bond from the same fertility treatment nothing worked.” The couple 
to her 11-year-old sisters than have been born with such an age underwent treatment at Midland 
most people will realise. gap. Their mother, Lisa, aged 37, Fertility Clinic in Aldridge and 

For month-old Ryleigh Shep- said Ryleigh is the image of the created 14 embryos. Two were 
herd is their triplet, conceived on other two girls from 11 years ago. implanted and 12 put in storage, 
the same day as the embryos of her Mrs Shepherd, a sales manager, Mrs Shepherd’s first pregnancy 
older sisters Megan and Bethany. anc [ h er husband, Adrian, 45, an went smoothly and the twins were 
While the embryos of her sisters engineer for Network Rail, born at Walsall Manor Hospital, 
were implanted in 1998, Ryleigh’s married in 1994 and were devas- Megan weighing 41b 4oz and 
was frozen for more than 11 years, tated when they found they could Bethany 31b 3oz. Ryleigh arrived 
Experts have said they know of not conceive. She said: “I was last month, weighing 71b lOoz. 
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Telephone 0800 612 1786 PEGASUS 


100% compensation paid 
directly to you 

No Win No fee - you pay 
nothing 

Quick and easy process to 
register your claim 

Call us today - 0800 612 1 786 


Simple ftaccune of a rm- 
A simple nosefraccuie 
l£S&of iwrionuefcth: 
Whiplash Injuiymmoi: 
Whiplash Injuiyse/ert 
Brain/H ead I rjury m inor 
edd i rjui y Severe 
Miplnjuy. 

Knee Inj'J y. 

AnkJelnjwy 
Elhov injury 

Leg Injury 

fcdy Scanlixy 
Hand Injury 


M2 50 to £12.250 

£i. ooo to £ 1,400 

£5100 co fifcOCC 
£2700to hS000 
£S)lXOto £1tvCOCl 
£1,400 to fi^lOO 
Cl4X>Xron8ftOOO 
£14000lo £21500 
£8150 to £61,500 
£*aOOtoMQ7SO 
CT.17S to £32£Oa 
£5750toe86*XH 
£1.300 to 68200 
£1003 ro £129/000 









Road traffic acadents 
Whiplash injury claims 
Slipslops and falls 
Industrial Accidents 
Sporting mjunes 
Accidents at work 
Accidents at home 
Other types of accidents 



Start immediately very simply by gubmrtti rg 
our start cfclmon line form onourWeteite- 
>vww pec&SLS medicalccm 

Cal I our frae phone number - CGlO 612 1706 
and one of our experienced tesm members y*i II 
take all your details down and then pass your 
details through to> one rfou experienced ard 
friendly solic itors >vtr> will cent act you and let 
you knew how to proceed 


J. 
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01543 379686 


125 129 H* Sfnt, Brorirtiills, Man m GHG 


Nina Sofas 

3+2 Seaters 


At JiKt F299.0D the pair 



V* 


Asttroirne Dining 
Set Tnlile ft G Chains 


MyEI&DO 



l Tuscany 

Sei0Bed 


AtJustnsaoo 



Th& fonrtrfil 

Imperial 
Diniiiu Set 


Oily El 99.00 


Free Fitting on 
all Stock 
Cauets lor the 
Whole of 
Janiary 

Hippy Mew Year 

freat Selection of 
Carpets mtiVnfo 

Th»i*t: 

• FREE niliP| wi 
SQlBGIOM liflllMIB 

• flCE MwftMiPi 

Ipaimnm Xrai/u» 

• hbi MMw 

Saruica UlMm 
6 IlHtts Ifaufan 

• IKE Car PiH«»i 
ftffllMM 
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Busy link road could 
be the next Red Route 


walsallchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 
A busy main route linking Brownhills 
and Walsall could be transformed into 
the borough’s next red route, say trans¬ 
port chiefs. 

The A461 Lichfield Road, which passes 
through Walsall Wood, Shelfield and 
Rushall, has been earmarked to become a no¬ 
stopping zone. 

Council chiefs are investigating whether the 
route is suitable. It comes after three other major 
routes — Wolverhampton Road, Bloxwich High 
Street and parts of The Broadway — were turned 
into red routes. 

This prompted complaints from both residents 
and traders. 

Council transport chief Tom Ansell said Lich¬ 
field Road was being investigated to see whether 
a red route would ease traffic congestion and boost 
traffic flow. 

“I can confirm that the A461 Lichfield Road is 
currently being looked at to assess whether it 
could benefit from becoming a red route,” he said. 

“Red routes are designed to ease traffic flow, 
reduce congestion and address any safety issues. 
At the moment officers are simply considering 
whether or not the A461 is suitable to be included 
on a list of possible future projects. 

“Ultimately the introduction of future red 
routes is dependent on securing the necessary 
funding from Government.” 

Traders 

But feedback from residents and traders along 
the proposed red route has been “mixed”, a coun¬ 
cillor said today. 

Aldridge North and Walsall Wood representa¬ 
tive Mike Flower said he had received mixed feed¬ 
back about the scheme. “It’s very much up in the 
air at the moment because of the government’s 
funding cuts,” he said. 

“Some residents are well up for it as we would be 
looking to improve the Shire Oak junction as well. 

“Some are a bit more sceptical about it.” 

The local authority is currently awaiting 
funding from the Department of Transport to com¬ 
plete the remaining gap on the borough’s red route 
network stretching from the A34 Birmingham 
Road to the junction of Rolling Mill Street on the 
A4148. 

Red routes are created when double red lines 
are painted on the carriageway meaning no stop- 
ping. 

It often sees the addition of new parking bays to 
cater for residents and businesses. 


Market calling for votes 



Shoppers are being 
urged to help vote 
Walsall market as the 
number one in the 
country. 

Walsall’s historic 800- 
year-old market, which 
moved to a new pitch on 

The Bridge 12 
months ago, is in the 
finals of a national com¬ 
petition to choose 
Britain’s favourite 
market. It is hoped the 
contest could help put 
the market on the 
national map. 

Regeneration chief 
Councillor Adrian 
Andrew said: “We’ve 
always said that a thriv¬ 
ing market is central to 
our vision for the pros¬ 
perity of the town. 

“It’s a place we are 
proud of and that has a 
loyal band of customers 
young and old who 
know it as a friendly 
place to come and shop 
at. 

“I’d urge everyone to Centre, trader Harjinder Bhoot from Kids Paradise, with 
get behind this cam- right, markets manager Maurice Haynes, and Tony 
paign to help make Rogers from Field Fresh, urge people to vote for Walsall 

Walsall Britain’s___ _ 


£500 cigs theft 


favourite market.” 

The competition is 
organised by the 
National Association of 
British Market Authori¬ 
ties. Shoppers can have 
their say by logging on 
to www.nabma.com and 
clicking on the apple in 
the top right hand 
corner. 

Walsall market has 
been in existence since 
1219 and has 100 stalls. 
It operates on Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Saturday between 
8.30am and 5pm. 


Robbers stole £500 of 
cigarettes from a shop in 
Walsall in an attack 
which left a 64-year-old 
shopkeeper with minor 
injuries. 

A man and a woman 
attacked at Bangla Store, 
Milton Street, Palfrey. 

The shopkeeper was at 
work when she looked 
around and saw a woman 
helping herself to ciga¬ 
rettes behind the counter. 


She challenged the 
woman and was grabbed 
by the neck by the man. 
The pair then ran off in 
the direction of Rutter 
Street. 

The woman was white, 
around 40, 5ft 9 ins, with 
a long face, big front teeth 
and long straight blonde 
hair. The man was also 
aged around 40, white, of 
medium build and was 5ft 
llins. 


A IHS 


Walsall 

Give yourself another chance 


0345 2450786 


to stop smoking 

Most people try to stop smoking ait least four or five times before they succeed. 

Our free NHS help and support can make all the difference. 

You're up to four times more likely to succeed if you goto your local NHS stop smoking service and use Nicotine Replacement 
Therapy (NRT)than by using willpower alone. 

This yean for the first time, the NHS Quit Kit offers a week's free trial of Nicotine Replacement Therapy patches (NRT) - available 
from participating pharmacies only. 

Cal I ou r new advice line- 0345 2450786 - as the first step. 

Our advisors will be able to guide you to the service that suits you best from a choice of more than 100 locations across Walsall. 
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GYMOPHOBICS 

FOR THE BODY YOU ALWAYS WANTED! 


“More than 100.000 women throughout the UK have tned my 30 
minute RT workout and tor many it has been a life changing 
experience. Why not make this the year that YOU achieve the 
body you always wanted? 

“Gymophobics instructors are among the friendliest, most 
helpful and best trained in the country They will treat you like 
a VIP on every visit and design you a targeted inch loss 
programme to ensure that you achieve all your goals 

‘You will love tl>e warm and feminine environment and our air" 
equipment that makes figure improvement easier than you 
ever thought possible There are no weight machines or 
treadmills to contend with and we make each visit fun! 




Donna Hubbard 

(Founder) 

", Let fix help you 
achieve ihe figuie 
you deserve ” 


“Even if you hafe Gyms, you mill love Gymophobics 
Whatever your age or lack of fitness, RT gets results 
FAST Book a visit NOW and find out more*’’ 



AFTER.. 


E Call 01922 638038 

ftnTJMifH *° arran 9 e a FREE guest visit 

r*rv!r 1C 11 F| RST 100 NEW MEMBERS GET 
FHtt . . THE FIRST MONTH FREE 


k f* 




ITymophobics 

m J "A■ 30 MINUTS WO WI COUT^ 


Improve the bust, flatten the tummy, 
looe thorse 'bingo wings' 

Reduce hip and thigh3,trim the '//aiat, 
improve posture end increase energy 



BEFORE. 


www.gymophobics.co.uk 
9 Digbeth, Walsall 
WS1 1QZ 

LADIES ONLY 
35 centres throughout the UK 



^fihsii^wiyTii.iHiMioiihitonadwiihiCTnijiitqwb^.l irate ip ^gh1ii55iEvWiiyr^^i|iiiuijircloi vim 15*01* cent old ifet ataysart inafc.1 .1^00Iwtiocolireraij Tiwurjsn 
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[ilium 

' angingl 


illTime 



>urses 


for 16-18s starting in 
January 2011 


" AcoOurttir^g (SC/MB) * 

■ Artand Design (SC) 

■ Business Ad min istretien 
(SC/MB) 

■C Hi Idea re (SC/MB) 

■ Construction (ER/JW) 

■ C ustomer Services (SC/M B) 

■ Engineering /Utilities (JW) 


Fashion (MR) 

Hairdressing and Beauty 
Tfterany (JW) 

Horticultuie (SCJ/ 

Health and Social Care (SC/MB) 
Information TechnoingV (SC/MB) 
Pte-Uniformed Services (JW) 
Sport and Leisute (SC) 


arrange a 
Interview and 
Assessment pleas 
contact our Busin 
Development Team w 

fH 

•pen day 

at our three mam campuses 


Saturday 15th January 

a...- - 

0845155 0101 / y 

www.bmetc.ac.uk 

S Lii-lotk IdiliVld {SO ■ fustic Vale SMls Centro \CV) 


Lichffeld Ros'id 

uLLon Coldfield D74 




HOME 



Make sure your 
neighbours are 
not barking mad 


It’s important to do vital checks 
when buying a home to avoid 
having problems later 


IN the light of the ongoing disputes 
between neighbours over the height of 
trees surrounding a property, County 
Homesearch warns of the importance 
of carrying out checks on a new neigh¬ 
bourhood before buying a home. 

The home-finding company always 
carries out checks on prospective neigh¬ 
bours for its clients, as a difficult next door 
neighbour could take thousands off the 
value of a house. 

With more than 20 years experience of 
finding homes for clients throughout the UK, 
Jonathan Haward, founder and chairman of 
County Homesearch, says: “All our home 
buying agents are required to carry out dis¬ 
creet checks on neighbours, who may 
cause misery later on or in the worst sce¬ 
nario could actually reduce the value of a 


home by many thousands or even make it 
unsaleable.” 

According to the County Homesearch 
archive, the main causes of disputes are: 

• Hedges and trees: Leylandii are a par¬ 
ticular cause for disagreement as are over¬ 
hanging trees and bushes 

• Shared access drives can lead to dis¬ 
putes over who is responsible for mainte¬ 
nance 

• Noise: An increasing 
problem as modern day sound 
systems and televisions are so 
powerful 

• Parking spaces: Driveways 
obstructed or selfish parking in 
shared drives 

• Party walls: Disputes arise 
over who is responsible for main¬ 
tenance 

• Noisy pets: Barking dogs 
left unattended are a frequent 
cause of disputes 

• Smells: Blocked drains or 
broken septic tanks 

Carol Peett, director for West 
Wales, comments: “I always 
make a point of visiting a house 
at different times of day and lis¬ 
tening out. 

“On one occasion a lovely 
house seemingly in a secluded 
position suffered from periodic 
noise from a quarry and when 
the wind was in the west you 
could hear the crashing of 


machinery. 

“Another lovely riverside house had 
shared access and I heard that the neigh¬ 
bour was difficult and so warned my client. 

“On another occasion I was looking at a 
property on behalf of a retired couple and 
noticed the house next door had a large 
trampoline in the garden. This set alarm 
bells ringing as it probably meant noisy chil¬ 
dren - who in law can not constitute a nui¬ 
sance. 

“I regard is as part of the job to find out 
everything I can about a property. I ask in 
the pub about the neighbours and will 
always inform our clients if there is a 
problem. 

“Sellers are duty bound to reveal to their 
buyer if they have had a problem with a 
neighbour but only if the neighbour has 
been reported to the police or the local 
authority.” 

Jonathan Haward adds: “We can carry 
out official checks on neighbours for a small 
fee if clients request this, but all our direc¬ 
tors invariably try to find out what they can 
through informal enquiries and observation 
and visit a property at different times. 

“It’s amazing what you can discover- 
that a house is situated on a rat run to a 
school or a motorway. Doing the homework 
on a house is vital if you want to preserve 
your sanity and protect your privacy.” 

• The County Homesearch Company is 
the largest independent network of home- 
finders in the UK with 20 offices in the UK 
and with coverage in London, Ireland and 
Scotland. 



Tall trees are a particular cause for 
disagreement as are overhanging bushes 


BRIDAL FAYRE 



ROMAN VW HOTE 
VAiflrg SkW, Coined W311 15H 

on Sunday 9th January 2011 

FREE ADMS90N 
EXJIWTCf.3 OVER TkVO FLOORS 

bdiixtaT. ncljcle 6it<l<l Wscii bxl«cjnci<l 
Timiu^ OJoa* Mm* Vfeii Mil* 

Vi<Wo>;pxi|J>*T* WxUir»§ Cent, 

Waving Gie* W*Vliig 

JewellW kIcIiyi fti^, Clvocotrite Feuttiu, 
h©< iri I 'ji, Veriv»PHM&6ri <vtcl Gxir Covers bep 
C<mJ TiiIaao uttlniucli rno» 

Per 

«AAI w fhJLyLw 

♦1T224JMB* 



CLASSIFIED. 

TRADE SECRET 

“The my classified section 
of the Express S. Star has 
always proven to be a 
valuable source of 
customers for our 
business since we began 
in 1977 I will have no 
hesitation in 

recommending this type 
of advertising to anyone 
looking to promote their 
business/ 

John Hall, Highway 
Motorcycles 



01902 317878 

WWW.expressandstar.com 
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UNIT 3 , LEAMORE LAME 
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TEL-01922 400911 
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6 JOHN STREET 
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flaoct la Han Maniaeaa t Palra »un*, 

TEL01902 632113 
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240 WALSALL ROAD 
CANNOCK WS11 OJL 
TEL01543 503297 
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CATALOGUE CLEARAIC 
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ooo/ <-»« NEXT DAY 

20 /o UTT DELIVERY 

All Bedroom Furniture li—rL^IUI V l!»u\ U 


°/< 


•di oom FumiK 




i tv: 
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We also have a larger selection of Beds, Tables and 
Bedroom Furniture at all our Branches 
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www.wmgaragedoors.co.uk 


Garage Doors with 
“Bounce Back Ability” 


ABS doers are made from a tough yet flexible 
material commonly used to make car bumpers, 
so when It's knocked, the doer panel flexes then 
bounces back as good as new. 

Fully bonded steel stiffeners at the rear of all 
ABS doers reinforce the panel and help protect 
against forced entry. 

If you are looking for a garage door that's going 
tc withstand the knocks and bumps of family life, 
you need look no further than ABS. 




q/ + Free Fitting 
SO on orders 

f taken before 
3181 January 


/ Impact and dent resistant white ABS panels. 

V Easy finish, simply wipe down with a soft cloth 
and warm water. 

V Multi point locking as standard . 

</ Ideal tor automation. 

V Matches PVCu windows and doors. 

V Strong lightweight construction weighing 
less than 2/3 of a traditional steel door. 

■S UV fast low gloss brilliant white finish 
guaranteed for 10 years. 


fctewl * nta rrv/wr wr> My * 



REGAL 


-*/ - : 


JACOBEAN 


BEDFORD 


mpact resistant white AB3 
garage doors which cowy 
march to while PVCu doors 
end wtn&we 

Brass fnmdJas «n» 
supplied is standard, 

Showroom Address: 

Three Crowns 
Garden Centre 
Sutton Road, Walsall 
WS9 OQH 


Tei: 01922 611253 

sales@wmgaragedoors.co.uk 
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£1.2m library revamp celebrated 



A library in Walsall 
has been officially 
opened following a 
£1.2million makeover. 

Council chiefs, 
library staff and civic 
dignitaries gathered 
at Bloxwich Library 
to celebrate its 
facelift. 

The library received 
a £1.2 million grant 
from the Big Lottery 
Fund’s Community 
Libraries Programme 
in July 2008. It has 
been transformed to 
include a performance 
space, meeting rooms 
and a children’s area. 

Mayor of Walsall 
Councillor Gary 
Clarke and leisure 
boss Councillor 
Anthony Harris offi¬ 
cially opened the 
library before it 
staged an evening of 
poetry and music by 
writers from across 
the region. Roy 
McFarlane, poet lau¬ 
reate for Birmingham 
2010, was there. 

Librarian Dina 
Teppin said: “The 
effect on the commu¬ 
nity has been tremen¬ 
dous. It’s been a real 
hit with library 
members.” 

The library, which 
closed in 2009 and 
reopened in Septem¬ 
ber this year follow¬ 
ing the 

refurbishment, has 


Mayor of Walsall Gary Clarke, front, unveils a plaque at Bloxwich Library with 
Sue Grainger, head of library services, and Councillor Anthony Harris 


WE WILL PAY THE V.A.T. 
INCREASE FOR YOU 

mauMTEOPHm 




HEAD 

WMgQ R-5 ftk) Hoot* 

Ccfrfrrat*^ slo torts prrte:! 
to t*$rreMntami»| *to El.ra 



Sale now on instore & online! 


DOOMS, FASCIAS * SOFFITS! 
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Getting creative 


with your NDS 


Art Academy (Nintendo) 

GET creative with your DS or DSi 
with this learning to draw and paint 
package. Your artist guide Vince will 
help you pick up the basics and, if 
not exactly a masterpiece, you 
should soon have some pretty 
decent pictures to show off to your 
friends. 

You can also use the DSi/Dsi XL 
camera to turn your photos into works of 
art. 

The stylus can act as various sorts of 
brush ortype of pencil from 2H to 2B and 
reacts in a very realistic way on your 
touchscreen canvas. 

You have a palette to call upon with 
colour wheel, paint tubes and water with 
which to mix the paints. 

Vince is ready to give budding artists 
some tips or you can always go into free 
paint mode if you just want to get on with 
creating a freehand picture. Mistakes 
can easily be put right. And when you're 
happy with the results, you can store 
more than 80 pictures in your own 
gallery. 

The Penguins of Madagascar 
(3, THQ) 

Join the mischievous penguins from 
the hit Madagascar animated movies, 
Skipper, Kowalski, Rico and Private on 
stealthy missions as they take on three 
tasks: Throwing King Julien a birthday 
party, finding the missing Mort and 
ridding the zoo of snow. This involves 
plenty of wisecracks, lots of fun mini¬ 
games and some pretty nifty acrobatic 
moves by these tough guy penguins. 
Good fun. 

Super Scribblenauts (12, WB) 

Already one of the most imaginative 
games on DS, Scribblenauts has been 
massively improved in its Super sequel. 
The hero Maxwell is a lot easier to 
manoeuvre now he’s controllable with 
the game pad, though if you prefer you 
can still use the stylus to guide him. 

But in the game tagged Think It, Write 
It, Solve It’ it’s the amazing range of 
creatures and things you can create in 
the game simply by writing the word for 
it that impresses. In this new version 
many thousands of words are recog¬ 
nised - excluding rude words and trade- 


names - and for the first time you can 
use adjectives too, so whereas once you 
wrote ‘mouse’ and the familiar little 
beast was conjured up, now you can 
write ‘flying mouse’ to create your own 
fabulous mutant. 

Your imagination can really take flight 
as you create ways to help Maxwell 
complete his challenge. He’s got more 
than 100 puzzles to solve, in order to win 
his ‘Starite’ rewards. This will keep kids 
occupied for hours. 

Pictionary (3, THQ) 

The popular board game is brought to 
the DS to test your descriptive powers 
and drawing ability as you try to guess 
words from sketches made by other 
members of your team or by your Nin¬ 
tendo DS. There are easy, medium and 
hard settings and solo, pass and play 
and co-op quiz versions of the game. 
Your DS-owning friends can also join in 
with a wireless game. 

101 In 1 Sports Megamix 

(3, Nordcurrent) 

101 games in one may sound too 
good to be true and in a way it is 
because these are not high quality sims 
from the Lithuanian games house Nord¬ 
current. You start off with 10 sports and 
unlock the others as you earn 
points playing the existing 
games. 

Little skill is involved and 
some of the games are very, 
very repetitive. There are multi¬ 
player and wireless options if 
you want to share the tedium. 

Princess Isabella 
Witch’s Curse (7, GSP) 

More than 130 scenes to 
explore and 40 puzzles to solve 
as Princess Isabella and her 
fairy guide try to lift the curse 
placed on the royal family, 
trapping them behind mirrored 
walls. There’s also some mon¬ 
sters to battle and mini-games 
to play before the final show¬ 
down with the witch. The 
graphics are a little disappoint¬ 
ing given that this is a port from 
a PC title but this remains a 
solid adventure game for kids. 



GAMES 


Nintendo DS/DSi round-up 
by Leon Burakowski 



Art Academy can make you a DS artist 
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3D Design Service 


Complete Installation 
Service 

FREE on site quotes 
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HUGE STOCK CLEARANCE 

up,0 75% OFF 


Smarts Business Park. Chase Road. Brownhills WS9 6JN 


Open: Mon-Fri 9-5pm Saturdays S-4pm 
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Call u® t -djy on 

01922 638038 


STORMSEAL 

WINDOWS 

EST 1968 

Windows, Doors, 
Porches, Fascias 
& Conservatories 

I infold Street 
DarlastonAVed n esbu ry 

0600 77 76 76 



nzmaazEn 


wee'll help you put 
it all together... 
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Best Prices Paid For Scrap Metal 

Bentley Road South. Darlacton 

0121 563 6206 

VA/w.e mrttd.oo m 



Call in to your 
local Chronicle 
office and 


collect your 
free desktop 
calendar today. 



tfpu t»r** 


WHILE STOCKS LAST! 


Vets 

$9 L«igh*wood Road. Aldridge, 
We*l*aM W 5 ? 8 AH 
01822 A 51158 
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Bloxwich 

Bathrooms 


Many Bathroom 
Displays in store 

5 kuwfc hi G dii I’rtxi m v 

E^L'mA A. Lono 

Shon hocjd" 

ML . r.il JTV12 9QY 


01922 407778 
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CATAIXKiUE 


CIJLIIUXOE 


LETTINGS 


Hese? Ofiftee 

43-45 Chuich Street 
Darlastoo 
West Mid lauds 
WS10 8DU 

Tel: Ol 21 568 7896 

wv/v/.jhoots.co uk 
lets enquires©)hoots co uk 


latdik 


VJillcrii.all, West WiSandb, W 13 110 $l h «J? morid » 

CALLUS NOW01902 631514 


W. S. FURNISHINGS 

LARGE SELECTION OF 
SUITES REDUCED 
TO CLEAR 

All ted s «nie top 
quality tic avoidable 
tow, low, low priced 

TOdt 1 «m> Uim Blt-dJU. V«I>.U 

Freephone 
0800 197 5419 


PEGASUS MEDICAL 

Pwvonal Injury 
Con>p*nMti«n 

Telephone 0&Vi 612 1 

Call us today 

0800 612 1786 

or 611 in our jhort claim online, form 
for a F REE aWTWawl of your claim 
art 

www. pegasus-med i cal .com 
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A Whole Lot More 
Your Quality Store 
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Book remembers 
ost Birmingham 


The Georgian buildings and Victorian National Savings Bank on Easy Row 
were cleared to make way for Paradise Circus (below) and the Easy Row 
subway near Alpha Tower is the only reminder left. 



F EW other English cities Problem is, the new way of living was not 
have been transformed as beneficial to the sense of community 
! tv ■ i • which thrived m the teeming streets ot 
much as Birmingham in Victorian Brummagem. Something 
the past 70 years. special was lost alongside many impres- 

A perplexed time traveller beamed to sive Georgian and Victorian buildings, 
today from the 1930s would be hard Mark Norton’s Birmingham Then & 
pressed to recognise some parts of the Now, part of the Britain In Old Photo- 
Second City to that workshop of the world graphs series, rescues some of these lost 
which provided the engine for the British buildings by showing them before the 
Empire. wrecker’s ball cleared them away. The 

The work started by the Luftwaffe book also shows what replaced them 
during the air raids of the war years was which, with just a couple of exceptions, 
completed by eager town planners in the tended to be something ultra-modern and 
1960s. A lot of the development was well- ultra-ugly. 

meaning, clearing squalid back-to-backs Mr Norton, whose previous work 
for a brave new future of high-rise living, includes Birmingham Past & Present: In 

My Father’s Footsteps, con¬ 
trasts the before and after 


Birmingham 

THEN & NOW 



views with many previously 
unpublished vintage pictures 
alongside his own shots of 21st 
Century Birmingham. This massive building on Suffolk Street, between Navigation Street and 

He said: “My first book was Swallow Street, had opened in 1895 as the Municipal Technical School 
filled with my father’s photo- and housed the Central Technical College, Birmingham Central 
graphs. Research for that book Grammar School and Matthew Boulton Technical College until the latter 
sparked an interest that has college moved into a modern building. It was demolished in the 


A busy 
streetscene 
from the 
1960s in St 
Mark’s 
Street, Lady- 
wood. The 
old street 
layout has 
gone now 
but the more 
modern 
factory, seen 
at the end of 
the street, 
still stands 



grown and grown. 

“As someone who grew up in 
1970s Birmingham, it is not 
surprising that I failed to 
appreciate the history of the 
city during my early years. The 
drab, concrete buildings that 
filled the city centre did little to 
create a sense of civic pride. 

“It was only the realisation 
of the importance of photo¬ 
graphs of the city taken by my 
father, before the Inner Ring 
Road was constructed, that 
finally made me appreciate 
that Birmingham was a city 
with a fascinating history..” 

Published by The History 
Press, Birmingham Then & 
Now is available in paperback 
for £12.99. 


mid-1960s and the Brunei Street car park (below) now occupies the site 
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Wise man sells used car 
on motorSrCOMk 


where one-off fee means he 
doesn’t spend a fortune. 


motors 

- —7i xo.uk 




Find peace of mind, not piece of scrap. 


In partnership with Express &St3r www.expressandstar.com/motors 
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[jJTOY • GARDEN FURNITURE • ELECTRICAL • STATIONARY * CRAFT 

Exciting 152 Lombard SI 

new ranges a 
arriving * 
daily 

J UIUTUTIUVLU 


WHAT! 


Lichfield 
V WS13 6DP 

“ Telephone 
01543410828 


VARIETY • VALUE * CHOICE 


CRAZY DEALS • Don’t miss out! 


JtuCC range of 'Meccan in stod £ 



Mexican Lamp 
Table 

• ■ Was £45 

NOW 



i 7 * i 

r* i 



Mexican 
Lamp Table 

W a o £ 40- 

NOW 



5 Drawer Tall 
Boy 

Was £75 
NOW 

£39 


Nest Of 3 
Tables 

Was £48 
NOW 

£39 




Open Bookcase 
Was £100 

HALF PRICES 

NOW 

£50 

=r Curved Top 
i Wardrobe 

£150 


3 Seater 
Sofa 

W a s £ 44 9 

now£349 




, BUY ONE 
GET ONE 
t FREE 

* On Selected 
Stools 



New Large 
Range of 
4 < - Canvas Pictures 

Vi 

JTT starting from 

-§ 97p! 



i;; : '7 London 
Bed 



Complete with 
mattress 



Massive Range 
Of Leading 
Brands In 
Stock 



Handy Desk 
a lAs seen on TV 


NOW 

£8.99 


TOY • GARDEN FURNITURE • ELECTRICAL • STATIONARY • CRAFT 


DECORATING • WALLPAPER • DIY * FOOD • SWEETS « BISCUITS ♦ TOYS • GARDEN FURNITURE 
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snappers claim to frame 




This is a red admiral butterfly among the flowers A comma butterfly. A large tortoiseshell butterfly enjoys the sunshine. 



A peacock butterfly collecting nectar. 


Snaps of life 
in the borough 

Are you a snazzy snapper, a lord of the lens or diva 
of the digital print? Think you can do better than these 
pictures, if you can why not share your snaps of the 
borough? 

There is no limit on the age or the subject all we ask 
is that they be as sharp and clear as possible and must 
be of reasonable quality for publication and of course 
feature some area or aspect of Walsall and its life. 

Send them in with your, name, address and contact 
number and a brief description of what the picture 
shows. 

Also we would like to hear about any interesting 
tales or stories attached to the photograph. Send 
them in either as a hard copy or electronically and we 
will do the rest. So get those cameras snapping, dig 
out those dusty old albums and send them to: Snap¬ 
pers Claim to Frame, Walsall Chronicle, Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton. WV1 1ES or email them to 
walsallchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk. 



A green bush cricket. 
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www.buffet-island.com 


^. BUFFET ISLAND 

^DChinese Restaurant 
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«r 475 Tyburn Road, Erriington, B ham B24 8DX 

SAD WEATHER SPOILED YOUR V 0121 382 8382 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS? 

JOIN US AT BUFFET ISLAND FOR 

PARTIES FORALL OCCASIONS 



Christmas Crackers 
on request 
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Onesletl Roitil. BirmingliaBi. B43 7TH 

01 21 366 6028 
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The Businesses on this page would like to Wish this Years* Customers, & [Next Years Potential Customers. 
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HONhlie^^ 
ourruab^ta 
• IwwO*. 

Ul 'b..ftb v *.. 

H*k -»**J Urn , 

MU CM1.A 

tfckniii* ii *« 

n , 8 | !wnw W[ 

tacr.rr«,w a 

lift HOtiXO&li: 
hUk* *4lTy i 
4iui»uivik| .1 

oAvit^can.tbl 
,xj’»V : <xi^lx > 
lujyil 

jct* n 1 'hrAMt^tii 
.*1*1 >U0bKfll 
lUBlMlikihd 

0i*U>w4.-,:r: 

U?.Vd\ O.ThOet.in 
.*•1 '># EUyt» A***- 
►*k *1 bT' 8*9 hi |) 4*1 • b 
.tv| fe4nto.0l| 

«j§B r»« lm—m I 

Cu»*^ Imi xviIy| 
(i«y rflvA til Dn 0 « 
ll.^aCMa*.x_ |tM?|Pjftl K 
>33 ill 11 Mj 1 r 
'JDftftii xr,+- MU U*« 


wMCTP.tlbtnUyClIi SJ 
v-vrd USDritv iat*t 
UK TTUC Mari’: 

HI* TTY Hkx; , .«U.dfw Ul 
l/« Fh (i|>™*bi ****t4 .1 
jwtU'tod (Ket«4 tl15prt 
LJ9 ’hmc in hntM 
T)iy> if) IJfRrt Obit V4to 

Epcod 0 1 - Tl*k TK*+i# 

rv>* 1 .x-i* (IBM) SoH p**;*it. 
Any Linn Nino' «r*i Ew 
IWhjd 

mi 1 *^ 4 -4« 1 

i. u rr> ii»v»;i.wu«. 

A-d N«v, MT»4a hfti *1 

Tvtmt 

w rikvMk.d 

inc u-wixt* ixm:.* 
inydrlju: .vor/.v 
OH^Q tc ai 

«?T**r^ i-ftiHr |ft« 

a* mu for** i» 
u'duyp? Mryi^ 
^♦n4r1r«*«i!h n 
4oo^p</4**«rl 
^I’ouar 

td Kft l A OH *1 ,**r t 

J Wcii.al LuUii 

COWODOr, .Vi <\ - 

'r>r>y*« o**t* bhr 
lil t) loft. tr r |jii'*pn*ftv 
30dos|» jwoa**^ .ibl 
l.xt ip 

orrtMii *lt»* 

1 f rw* m*|kb/ft IM 

MMIknilCilk 

Thp y. 

flL. d^4«ii«r 1 Uorift 

jx LU* .vti r«bte 

kB fT/ 1 1»-»;i.wPw. 

>4 ,♦ r- ■:■■ 1 ,• ►*•, lh 

ttU TH> (44Hy 

JMkil milk'llk d 14MOfl 
iililrr drjo r«»y I T\'| i-»x 
^ 1 ^ <CM Qbttv'.Mi* 

*M IT*‘ l | 1 . ■ —11 Id mj 

Mf.ttllhM- 


Mt Hu t f 4* «• iTy k « 

Tha |-te eSic. kJCTv hho£<. 

n at cr .*»**** ipo w> 

hfK^U Of 1, 111 Itl 

L**> tB T 4 Lta rt»t 
Loot 'Tfi f JIB It. fhorth if> 
MU Vt riikt iro kB r* 
TV* <Vjo t RtU hk*** 
i]|«wbJ. UB Tf Ewwtdftl 
rViKx. 01 tJiTA Ir n L 
Eico^Tl^r^ 15 TlaBu 

Bc*^i Hiwy ffi IBCImH 1 
rod 1 1 , f jMC^ ■*• Q *« UU. V * 
CtJ.t i;«x f>i Mf Coni 
n m ft/ii u* r •»] Pciticit iTN 

iui Cl 4*» Qii* wJii I’* r* 
rtrrk»-*_ ^ MU Cora Qii* 

ufilJ* pTr.ifortov ^v 1 


*>» attiiW »Ik*'*. 

MB m**<|huv. 

Mt mffeh»*tfc»,£40$ 

UianKinsubouK 
•wit «ilHn4i nit^ 

iT r X4* if*l lMt> I M 

rt»*««-Uf9gbbo 

Cbimlrr* iilnfcM. 

XTr 1111 fl 0 art m ay 

1 . 1 X 1 JW'fV.I.a 

tjt iwwuwMtiuti 

4« MUAW.SM H |I 

kalollidftlaL ift 
td CH-rx Br***! ’. V ow** 
AiBoaAolaodo 

pr>y.ri 00 .v rd*t* I 

SyO* iL*->i.x; 4 .ik 
nt (H-rno srMuut 
Ha IlsolcU 
pihnrvn* /tltiV *.\ 
hJnio*ion Thoav* it 
loubn if> 

kl Fh E* y .»u ••» VUi^ rt 
t«r» Coruy 

f!< I rw i id n.» r 
Waxyl^aiM'naOarfonot 
ft htt&.*»«. 4 3<ai<.t> 

♦ r-> k i . h i-.'-- 4 iT> 

BMOdltd^l 


Mt IJi CXI • «JMiS 0 «JI 
ciMcr rvn -.*/* IMS 

DkiUii It* ^4* a>lin 

ro kd 4d v»: Ls L+onae 

EW*>P*I fit Wf Eir* TVr^ 

Oovriioo. ^11 bt*L 
>.xi ti sm bn 

4M EUfx Ha tWUed Gfc*r. 
|tOS9) dr«a*i ifctiy itm 
9Bun Id Hu fy.irl^si 

|tCPS) Oaft A i’a tfHkv oi.-** f\f 

Hr* Way a 

7*0 ri.ftlkiK 
ltl N<3S> 4i.^*£isU 
oriKWj*a*\ 

•voj net vj n Mr* ro 
;-**:|KVt .iv| c-omodnn 

lie ik»»jrm .vut 
wf,a»» I ,tnn > 4 * 
occkma 

Mt C<Wltftwl *~w*,t*> r 

ckrHod m • w* * 11* 

mo|'*rft>jH c|*rt *i (% 
"vrtty nnl^^4\a 
•XV* 1 •‘wV* b* I tl ijtm L 

MU CltmY. U, -ftL. 

TVatoo*** cxtUVkUK- 

J • li .1 •, -- .» 
jlootblkr 
orahaorrhortR.b 
a.i'kftft'tftic.... b*-d 
ItO^inCl* ill'H l i'ia > 
italvi a.*v nU* ro* 
kM CCI^tha* 
IwiitfUi* n.ii 

0»*cc*l .yji illinlt 
fo.ni 0*>1 <fTi 

ttrt fwwftii 

tltauAktir Mt rVib 
Clod J 1 ; 19 Bn*> it 
Uc**wa. il> Idt KrX 
vv,^^ ft &«TVUM«M 
3*x« t: til Imik L 

MuiA in Id TVay 1I0 
fliirgC.* |Pfi 


fra 

M*T4^U 

Mt fte D« td* Ibt |»U) 4ur»« 
8o»I iv * ** a*. A** Pw*o6*w * i 
mo £«* da 1 tuoo Ti n Coot 0 fa u 
-** nat Hi «4 Pet Asa 
ooouf | Urn 

cm 

ox/ATiaii «f Pbvx jmlo^axa (U« 

cut »* TI*•» «** -Ur**- 

*1 1 Im *m Mi It lUll *» 


tra 

.A Hki TIn ^f*tocft4 *K> M*» fkl 
TI* "-r«4 Qaloarv iJitd| a Tl» 
Pul Ink nth In iM , fth aHw 
OOriU 1 AMOitOlUl 

IICTIkB 

an Ok* Cot J)tV e* fkc TI* 
iNvlih tP^nuNaiiUl/luiiK 
fU h va ifGfiyT Hhnltlt.rr#: 

a* 9 p**o m * ft #1 c* v 

• ICFCdH 

«UP*afcr c *d a4t* Ec*| L* - *** 

TVft.t Ti*(M m V <f 11 mi 

MOflfttkprMLt* aBU U0U4>3ftft 1«WU 
r hrd tU»> .« <W nt iEv-0 Ln* 

Bl 

kb UitMOhliaetMcItMtt 

ri-*i 'jur*TT* ft iDufHftXVnoMflnl 
flu *u*i Hz%* x/ ra*i :«• ti* 
. r an* IV t>M J|« rwyOa 10MI 
Tlftf*u*u'c*( 

mu 

.d» K:i«i l r* 

8(*ff t Cm* >|t^ HrT**t>) 
Pfiffii |tu| Cav*k| |M| To* kjOc 
MO O r 4Mf t:'.Vh« I >aM "S lb* 
x* lift 4 TIrau« *mCm* 

PkilOOCi*!*. 




^KITCHENS * BEDROOMS * BATHROOMS * 


call 01543 379666 for a FREE No Obligation Quote 


chase Bedrooms and Kitchens Ltd 

unt 11011 point, ciiaa Road, Boiumnis, iriaisaii, mt MidiaiMs ms an 

inruuuu.chase bed roomsa nd hi tchens xo. u h 
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Sunday TV 


SfiEfa£ 25 %off<& 



yw *.%CQUK a UL WJVTvl UOK 


ITV1 


Chund S I Digital 



J 



WfLZ> AT HEART 

(fTVi.eaopm). 

.*t't 3 .Haft ITS 

Ma'Hryrkt. to.4 Cftrtt^xtr 

4D»pCMuiS£ Qi* Lit 
rw^ts Cn>fcta4 l too*, ail 
l M • rrt ct% • nrt«v r» *hi.- 
•an** y amonp aii*^ hi.iia 
'.♦la i-tovTt Vte. you i rolrot 
th»%j4 4hrtJ|iifc rttaani* ito 

OGIM Uia * .niitai.««1.1 

*r» Ltr4 n» f«l T «f*toto 
• ms’Jmc xTUN 

ittoiliittoiUll 2a*i/Vkkii 
:«n, t^irctaarcm vi 
)««rff44(1»L»vln Lcvr\ ail 
y»w t *■*■:*. 

tot I h* i* w. 4i»i n* v»«miv 
utotito tcoanp* ittow hclnr, 

■ W ^t i r d I rt 20 yrsta .\r 
to* l».i«t|l* indiai^liai 
tf^TS’ 43K. 


4uMfWV.iT tuMTlrHarw* 
Ur Oim Hull Tl«% 
Qiatoi i. MMCaao/T.ct- 
CJM EBC >W*. 

I: fa L<* tv, |f1) U7 
htrr r.Tnote r %tie W lit 
r**’.*. i^tor v. P«.« T|«y 
4^1« !:». ihi venv * 
Ma Mice-. Uk*c Fri-ian 
Itotoe-: A»4 ,<inryi 

fBOiifanyifi 

toJto *itof<»(WitoaM 

r , .. ”.l. r* ,, r, 

toimirl Tlr eftrys 

•■fttyxHry 
<M I ana J I iMk^ l*J > 

I* h| *9.Ml. fa 
TM C~*arMb. LXi 
Colii|..iklAi.in 
tiancoi %t*i 
Lnudt> 

LM UlTUii 

<idN to ito H«nu««K 
LVixl: laciK lI-, ; 
nrao*n»ti* 

Ca>to«*o«i| 

tJN 2a*. Tht-Jtctfi v'.v 
■n*w.4 p-Taifh e cm 
4s anrooftiftoa 
n m>» ♦ pMMHI - 
Mpvtdiltyrt. 
Mtol i bNlt i toJ to 

topi to nr Mni 

(X?t\ 0hrr*»'y Wifv*> 

: V-. r.1 



1>0 4*ata It QtoaafiF 'ri 
.tkl iu Imj I** 
.» al (kMff «M«. <jn I 


n« rui: '.^^h 

<21)0 I1 Ora rv\ exa al ^ 

llnaewik.4a 

VMtMtol 

■JIX nI«OK C«tt fil IJt 
Hdij-: O* TO Lit 
Tar^c 'M-haorar* B8lu%dr> 
<f.441£€<: Wo 


LM CflaaI-* tM rffff 
8 JO fa 4r 

wt*>i AjM rin a nix.ii 

T«aqt& 11 QOq' 4 torw g arnt^i 

hy J-xefu-a ttlj.t Ur-o ■¥ 

11 h '. I i~i h '■ I t •: i '.It 

hi h IM9i # 4»tLv ML* 
O.ite BOO Worfil 
C hero i:ic I *. Tt* • rtl rt •*« 
J ao-I* Lx Tv itt 

Ml C anto Kai «'bn> 
dn ft art nnlQlMr 
F*4-<JeG<|> 

Mto Vatoa ** **•» Patty. 

1*9 9 x+wn • (bc»rjpr 
lioraliili 

«mIi *i 
.l»*y art 

uakfe Vila««tilt jod 

Wait r*»a iiol 
.vr n*v| tr.rOyia v| 
tt» Aw! of fcc4c> 
itMnc 

an iaxk to«u* iyu 

S^trvia 
i^otiBhdl&mqiiotne 
kit^ dbr/ -4 n 

*nti 

IVfd'O |■.• *90 

it* od ifth 

■‘Vt* 1.9 (i* try. r*wil 

: "*X* TV 

fUto A*, ft la* 

Ii<4iyl.C.« «>».«> 

itrjf to W'4«di Ot*%? O 
BAAi^ftddftttntLC 
Jitmt. oatorv*ihMi 

>ii«nr< hIk 
M^c, viiiiH 
r% .nil 

BCtit ta:*2 *f xi» 
lit 

«a»«toftdac rrmKVB** tut 

CftrrW £ 9 * 9 . 4Jt 

UK-.- 


ajtoto CfTU n» rvr K tu. Tl 

Tamil til 1*9 G«*pife 
ht4«ai D.tw rn F.tor- Baa 
(T> Ilf »IW Mm, 
.W.-Wtov tuto This totatita 
Sukisy C.M VaiiW fiat 
Ft!**] it) hi Li* m&ft 
rootd totorMHflDT UM V 
L«»tptofrl |fu»-rf \9Qpry 
Mt toisk-orm Uantoc. >4 

am Mm^ m rs Ba a * tv 

Strp fvi 

All IWyft~drr n r*«*»*. 
am m it V'-*- 

am W mAm 'rn***** 

oarW ft i j iJ-piyp t 

|M*iCMyUArill|i 

.nlttolp 

'VA*,^ v|tw*acli* 

ItadlOb iu*4ilc i n 
•idi \ m +'*rt !»<«©♦ 
u lrwHu^ftarto» mdi 
<ony<fc en .TIt» nouioe 

AM TiM 

ir+:.Ucn*JWK» 
t*+* is «crai4i 
lf'9 Rjbwt |J|^T9I 

AM Saa>«4i-y + j U*t li 
>9h CM TWlr-9* 
Kit pq>ilrr ootifftOD 
UiitoiocMtoJkkln 

muM«m4| ‘S“ 

Ma* r tr» c4Po Hr 

S eal iaa«i ity. 

•••» tarttCfdw> o 

mtsrr» iu .,, 

MM PtoCay 11^1#%. 

A* a i ft- rmxyi. 
HttoandiW 

ttJM hv* * a <n» L Lfta^n 

«.» na» 2 ** nv 

LM l^Tiar *»ui. 
•Vft AM T.* AM 

I |V f| 


4 otoll»«Twii*^to r..l« 

TT*FWi v . 

•f> Mto TW raw* Mn 
iT> IM T4: U* t»I Lux 

AM 14: ff»«oek r:> AM D 

hantit fVi ?JM T4 H f/ti* 

MMTto ^ 

Mim i: •. < 1 t :■ v. 11-1 Mto 
TT» Ltoi&rr-T. |fQ %m 
•i .i i «k XP kl rvl» to toAc. ^<i IM 
•I a fi •<J9 kl run totoAc. 1A P 
UlkJPMritototoac.fMMI 
Jdifi ® Urn? Mwfc. 

AM sin 1: J) l«iii» toW 
U% 

£ton Ayu Tl^jawcatl f tofe ul 

|200$ FH9fH-»9 

CbTsljfiim tori^^Wyn 

V* 04* i*«J !»•*.* 
■Hi ftM Mi 
ftjftto Dl^.*• B*W 
fuMaMenonoec 

tMi«r* mMok .shv> 
•*CCft»4|ilC>0<l Ittok) 
*i.*Mc-C'U ♦xrc.cts 

Aft# rmiMftw. n«toa. 

to»*. »*• 4» 

Met b*ta»j fi 
latsai coin li dim 

rirT W>ot 3 op« 9 J 9 tot- 
bw fa Ivi iiM'i'u 

ihaUnbi NilidDII 

dbra t\f 0 b*» * f 

.ai m i.i -i* w * *■, 

•JII^NMMtoi'toar 

afttobaojuiv 
I $m%zkm u. <m I ttM ,*4 

MS :jsm iT9 

Ml c: Th» a» -toa 

i»t iri ut My v/mii a 
^VS.ft-n F.» d r V| AM LiWy 
BMft4. iJTi All Ccrivj l|i: 
VAx*^iJfrHr.|Wn ktKrn^i 
AM 'b-rMa'i.1 Mac* %** 
Eftfw.fiObtotr HIEi '^| 


«A* Her,** rs>|oP| 4 Aftl 
n^yf^Pi^v^-fl^il AM 
fV jiJ I # n<Mvua(. ,T> ACfl 
Ptomn an lift l.t I 
wrv r.-»oO fn*vk 
IfiJfttiafaavf-, TMUr 
Ut. ,T1| MIC!** .Tl IIS 
W.TTJ-: .Tt-I hi: Enat toll 4 

Oracarc fTi Ml 5 ki ansi 

titM-: -'kt', t+tMC S XM 

Ui 4 Y*v ♦:» Wtty r. SIS 

m» .wf.wic r.i am Lee 

FVfwai R' AM CVrtor Frrn 
I ffi Altrh* MiVMk y fc-*c 
Bift .»•! Ko GW* Fn«i 
( ny f)IW|Ftid f| AM 
Ri|*1 few f> LMChv 0RQ 
U-a»n«r« ,f\ All 

Hr. to 4.1« Ah Chon. |ff- MJto 
M toMT.A .UfUiOj r 
|nj, 1tMFU«DoTWy&: 

HM TTintoi:. j Hloo )• to\ 
MaU i1> MM lit A TW 
Tl* Vv .jm Utn , tolay 
ncjnc U.Tii -rH.wi-a Ur 
IlHTi Ifrle, 

&iTt^,Kd K iAfaii. Aftorft i 
Th» ft -oaw tovh ilJ9?)C«toO 
torero .9toraiL x t h Cay 
tt.w. US-* v*v SPNi 
o< cv«4 2 ratHTi w a*3v 
otoftol cuv t : c « Uj|-> 

MPUtCU4h’«S«l*. 

flM!fi h|r9ftooo *«ih 
(to 9 .v hr* (4 *ra9. 

f.M PtoFtT. Wy I Ur 

Miiytopl 

XxL n ttrI •, oair^ 
AferulUic. 

n±* PtitvdiM*. 

qm) 

LM Stf-atCasnoi Mto rtoMc 
Ctooce. (Il| AM Ufctot 1*1 
Motto A. if; Mto 
"«|-»4 if.jlto ’aMdi-lai 

OKwj 'JH* Btot Thittm A 
fto**A Tv Ml *Hwtf yr 
fi itt^ Cct yfi | 


rr* 

>avCai :h oiio- PUM totox ft* Oc 
lucAi 9»Lfii{Pi}0JlA Mx. a 
ttotrui n-luc'uut-J 

fTK 

4M ATooi * 4 Fo t AMf A (W i 

5m**- V i*t.\Tinil4mto GlftM-* revs 
4M Ik ft*0i vi Ototo Hdrs. Mto 
Ft^V Via «UtoH|t tMnt-: 

H»*4 <#i litftmithu 


mv 

Utoat rwid, i at* | w WiUitoa-Mto 
6|uIm» ;»»*< aa TU Wh« *m 

fW-tx4r ft h#to''Jitai Mit-lht Or**bo 
I) l p hvr, HM fAi Tl m (^xt i4Th | 

111 Lex' '4 C AA .«d» ? Co to A 
rttilftpAldlFk fiHL£^Otol|A 
•cUKTauAi j Ion Ejri tA a 

iMitoiUMp ftdiih Mv. ft*a j 
> If fi 'to '*«■ Hcj to tcfrl Ash ♦* 
U it%ua iba Q«t tNMfaihCtof 
Nto 1HMI Col A4 Mil txe to I 
toa^idafjh* 


■rcschji 

aw It - ttru ji: 4Nto0a r ui«M rfotai 

I* 

hi MtoMUMftMtodgJIMa aiti*. 
• to ANflirtW^ |fN)fiXML 
Au4acaa*|io4ti4ftiptaua( 
Ct!9li(i NNCCuC. J M. 

ft 

A4lt*c ' r Ator <4T4|IM»^m*. 1W 

MSI ton rib'. BMm • n 

(ih'iftiMlH lft«MtoH» 

MM 

F*«L FMalra <4M0( ftMto 
iVa to #*a Nb fUk |l«^ itofiM 
•I *9 Af »:• f fhu | toto*T1« hef fa H»4 
Oi k i -tn 4 at* • •to « .*jc« J. 




5tl 

141 
l&) 

2ki 


.CI03l)pBrgcn> 
..CI.60'2pefgaTi 
C3Dtf0pergaTi 
..£25 I7p8fgari 


?4d £57 47 per gran 

FbllS»Biogi £301 
Full Isaiggoiond £870 


■ r; i ,1 

i 

^1 

uUJ 




"■L FTTF 7 T 7 I 

37p/gram 

42p/gram (minimum) (or 

<lKinYi bracoUt* and Allots. <bain» 

Aoysihft^oilicle^ Ineillnnnr bed aie prioftd per isioee 

T 


QE 


GOOD PRICES 
PAID FOR EURO 
NOTES AND 
EURO COINS 


Fine Platinum £ 28 . 00 / 9 ram 

7b«rmo CdUpltotij Virto V7i fto J Plainum CrUetJtot taLm 

ANTIQUE ARTICLES WANTED ALSO 


Al Role* 

VMid«i 

Vvfcmed 


All Q r^ 

VAjkdirto 

SAfeiTed 


Al FfcxUi 
V^HcIti 
VA nt-d 


www.bowjanglesmidlands.co.iik 

0121 556 6868 


FOR ANY INFORMATION 
TO DO WITH GOLD. 
S1.VER, PLATINUM, 
•ASAIOHE3 AND ANIOOE^ 
CALL FOR FRH ADVICE 
MGHB6T PRICES a 
ALWAYS JHf 

. i? 
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Monel <ny 


nrm* *. aedrfnct ft15 W;itefi Down 
fc**»*Ukvler. -Hut* Hameo Ulster the 
htivivier; EEC Newo; Wbdlier. 1IH Snkto avl 
Sacinysro 1145T:. ay or Motto Euy (R) EEC 
r-h'.c; Weottier. C.C aiydn hint 1*4 EEC 
r-K'.t; Wedlier. t» Redavl Newo; Weottier. 
145Dodcrci 2.15Codl lllttie CeteUrttytttto, S.t* 
EEC Newt; Wedlier; Rxk|o<v 1 Newt i*5CBEC 
£15 Wediect Ui*. 42* EEC Newo; Weather. 
U4 F=ieylavil N«.c R«Tl 1 Y 1 IY»c; Wedlier. Hi* 
Tie at; aiow i» inckto at eec Newc; 
Retail Newt. ftjt* EadEivtoit. t.H Tbo Midi 
"E-o voiiny Rjiwjima tuftaientWIneLJC, Hut* 
EEC Newt. Newo; Wbdlier. H25 

A aiectton of Sport 11*5 Tie Grdvivi Norton 
aiowf r 115 * hiyi uvler tin. mkl (hxb); 
Wbdlier Jew. 12* S^pi Zone: Glet S. Sue U'je 
Hw Good Lfe. i|F;j 2_i* n» story of Sotonoe - 
Ftower, Roof me I Focdai ft Su2* Fitly Ftoten 
ScciiivkdG (F3) 425EEC Newt 




pity , 


42* CEedUet 7** CEEC ftS* 
IcsedJlet. IIS* A*wH Fdk (R) 
t Ddy Fclttfcc tut Gf.1T wUi Georye 
Idl 12* FiedflySteafy Coon. iRi 125 COiTEt 


IS* Lire aiooker Tlw P.loierc, 42* Foil-fleet. 
R 515Aflti.ietRoaclT(x 42*Eyf|ieaft 4.1* 
tied BrittdiF^JtwuyJou-neyG 71 tube a looker: 
Tie P-tiderc. *jt* Uil'jerdty Clvileivie. *.3* 
Ed-1i>j Mule Eocy ft** Ho-fcai Wlvf It One 
CoitooT Hu** E|:fcc-:too. m» Newaiy ft 112* 
aiooker Tie P.Vidert. tt* Amerlom FooUxci. 
1* aiooker Edra ft* EEC Newt. U5CI0M 


IRTZIu* Duy >raH. *2* Lcrrdne. ft2 5 The 
!!■ MMjeravyfoyleaiowi H.S*Tit MaHi^ 
*2* Loom Women IS* ITV Ph'.c; 'Weottier. 


Fiedavl Wedlier. 42*DooMTttn 0=:) 5 j** The 
CIvim. 4j** Reyavl Newt; Wbatlier. 4 jS 4 ITV 
Ph'.c; Wbdlier. Tt* EmmerfLIei IS* Coravriton 
areet tut* Tie Ldiet. ftS* Ocroivflon areet 
ft** Tlie Bfiyect Loter. Hut* rTV Newc d Ten; 
Wbdlier. ft'S* Fjedavl Newt; Weottier. 1t.S5 
Tie Soo. ^) 1LS5 Tut aivLy Fiyt EH:-.'.'. (R) 
*25 Grkmdlfjltere. R) -CjS* Tlie Zone; ITV 
Newt Heotlkiet. 2 j 3* Tlie J era tv Kyie aiowi (F) 
S25ITV Myitoreen £S* I Til P.Tcrrlnfj Newt, 


Channel 4 


1 425 31 MIL (F3) 4.* Tie 
Teode People. (F^ 4J* 
Tie HooIjc (RJ 4.1-5 Tlie HooIjc, iFh 715 Reo-lly: 
aiieeceeL 71* E'TefylweV Lojeo RTrJTim:L (R 
ftj*5Rjider. 1 R 1 S.S5 re I iij to Jin ,F;;, tJtS 

aira-iviivUSA ft** RIyi Tlioe Co*t ki 
-Hie Foil tin (1054J Ronntlo ekoiTvi, otinkij 
Ckif'^lTj: MoOLile. tt.M Chon tel 4- Nwjo 
aiTiTtry 12j*5TlTeeln.nEe<L 1£.S4Coi Tie Okie 
vjffli Me ISovjii Uvler. iJR'i l*5Come Gtne vjtUi Me 
Dwjn Un:ler. i'Fm ISSCoH iie Dliie vjflhMeDovjn 
Uxlef. 2j*sCome Okie YJtth Me DovjnUidef. 
1 R 1 2.44 Come Qne vjttli Me Dovjii Uivler. {R 
S.* Contlovjii S.55 Deoil of No Ded. at* 
Celelxtlv R'je Go Tx 4 j** Tlie :E* ni:oat iR'i 4.S* 
HcJVooko Tt* Clvnnel 4Nevjo. THErtthonyltti 
tJ** CeleUtyCoiTie Qne vjttli Me. ft** Gne Bom 
E'jery: P.lnte. •.** ammeleco. H*5Brt1nb 
Fctbd Mil fFif 12.it Mdo Oil * B&. 1 CV Eyo: 
Video E^dLCTje. 12.15 Rendec Lej>:p.ie Fo+;ef. 
115Tte GeiUtof ErUch^t 2. * Ttiloc Tie 

Mcdoii (Rft S.*5 Brttlit Tlllon Fomd Hofrcf 
Etry: iR 4J5EroUieit-£actef0.p) 52*ER.(R} 

14.** Miguel ft.15 Tie 
I'.iYrlfjTt aiff. lit* The 
Xtiieccoi aiovx 1L45 C3: CrkTie Soefie 
IITj«ttjL-UOHl ijF^i 12.4* R'jO NevJC. 12.45 
EmetyencyiHhefo n=:) 14 5Ne(5|1>OLic,2.15Ca: 
CrkTie Soene liTioa^ftloii (RJS.* FIiti Rjy.ie 
Ctty: airo In Ttrato. (EOtra kiot-lKiced drjiTt; 
ttFrim K.tI Mjtdiett at* R'je Nwjc- ct 
'.'VeoUier. as*Nel^1»iro {RJ 4.** P.Vnl-iey: Lfe. 
42:5 U'je fron n aiKlo R'je. 7** Fhie Nevjc ct 7 
71* How Do Tiey: Do It!' FKre NwjoUixLte. ft** 
Efkle aolKft Irnchd Ttoileto Jinl Tlicel; R'je 
Newc- ct a ft.** FIiti FjTjJis.U:. (eas^ A aiict- 
tk iie ao-:+: tihec on ci orkTie cyanlonfc ki |xinc4.* of 
niuiey: lie loowed I v llowfe ond ivitner. Tl Tiler, 
ii'.tdi Mel Glicon .nii:1 Krtc- I'lrlct'Tef lohi 11*5RIiti 
VTT iJkec Loo Miertoo (2CO£J Honor oe-iiLteJ, 
ftrriiiy Jon Eon Jo^A 1** ai|>STCoidi>:.. 4 j** 
H:w Not to Deoorjte. iR'i 4.4 SHoLteEittero (Rj 
a* 'ml.: I re SOS. iT=:> 5S SHcnoe Doctor. iF;|i 


anas 


Itaesduy 


4.** EnMcvt tlSWJited Dovjn 


"***«Uider. Hut* Homeo Under Hie 
hkiTinier; EEC Mewo; '.iVeotlier. 11** Set ito jitI 
Saonviero 1145Tb Eiv« Notfc Eim rtRJ EEC 
Nwjq'Abotlier. 1215EuT^-tiHL|-t{F^ 144 EEC 
Newq '.iVeotiier. IS* Fiefiloivil Nevjc; 'AboUier. 
145Dodoro 2_ 15 Cutl l kith e Col el :rtty! Pta ■ j S** 
EEC Nevjc; 'jYeoUiec; Redoivl Nevjc. 1 jI 5 CEEC 
aiS'lYeoftect Lkik. il=h4.**E£C Nevjc; 'jMeother. 
4.4* F;e* | In in I Nevjo ProynTiTieq '.iVeotlier. 7»* 


Tie Cue aiovx 7S* EjctEndero; EEC Newc; 
Redonnl Nevjc, ft** Hctlv Ctty: ft** aieut 
'lYlneco. •.** EEC Nevjo HL25Re<taid Nevcf 
'.iVeotlier. H.45 Motcrvj.Y Cqjo. 11S5 Riti Tie 
B^j P.lnn (ia0C^ Bordii^j otiTi.i LtiTliij LLth 
N eecofi 'IVeotlierjIevx IS 5 a<pi Tone: Atn 
TtoJiTLTcht C-UTden Seoreto (Rft 2S5DIYSOS 
Tie ESjEilkl — MotttifiVTTL tt SSSFItlvRoten 
SooLivtelo. (RJ 42* ainliiy Graft Eilklk-yo. 


4.5* EEC Nevjc, 

nT=T334.t* CEoel^eo, Tt* CEEC ftS* 
L*J^acEeel*o. IIS* rtliTtt P.tK TRJ 
12** DJiW PH BOO 12S4 GMT VJttll Georye 
.“Infill. 1**Reoi:ly!StetT(VOooh. i|F;|i 125Cooict 
IS* U'je aiooker: Tlie Mjvtero Route 
OSillhA-ii 'J P.lrl-i PM#\ 4j 4* PokitJeco, jRJ at 
.“jUfiiec- Fooid Tl|x 4.44 EfK^ieoido. 4.S* Grant 
Etttldi Frfk'.UTy: Jorrneyc-. 7** U'je aiooker: Tie 
Mnctero. Steilien P.Vi:p.lre v Mtoo Rl 71* M.ftdi 
of Hie Dj^i U'je. 'lYeoHjiTi Ultedv ESitIi^viti 
C tty: O^ldfcfT 74Ef:H',f,. Hut* Hjtjo I Got Of I Newo 
Tor -*n fFii HS* Newalflt '.'Yeufther. H2* 
aiooker: Tlie Mcicfeiq 12.H aiooher Entra 2.H 
EEC Nevjo. 4.5t CUM. 


I k IS.M Cuiyljraft;. Sul* Lorrftne. ft25Tie 
U***Jerenvl';yJeSli:-.'i HuS*TI1oMon1iTL 
12S* Loom '.'Yomen IS* ITV Nevjq , .iYK l ftlier. 
155 Reolorvt Newo; '.'Yejtlier. 2*4 MnwUie Sect 
Hate VYli. ft** Dt+ikiionb Red Ded. lu5S 
Re^ond 'jYedher. 4.4*D :oP.lrtki (RJ at* Tie 
Clvi m. 4.4* Redoivt Nevjq '.'Yedlier. 42* ITV 
Mewc; '.lYeortiier. 7** Eninierdde. 7S4 
GrtiTHUfltero. tut* Tlie Secret Meflterr.ne.Ti 
vjttli Te-jor McOondfL ft** TKifi.-it Hut* ITV 
Nwjo .ft Tbit '.'Yedlier. H.S* ‘feloivl Nevjc; 
'.'Yedher. *2 5 FIiti Cllkten of Men (200tt 
RtrlcUotlTlIer, otirkyi Cl'je Oven *25 Tie 
Done; ITV Newt He.nliieo. 22 SCrocdifi Jorfkn 
S24 ITV n^ftooreen as* ITu P.tntij f■ lewo 


I 4.H Tlie Teoide Feeble. 

i'F:. 42* Tie HooIjo. (R 
^ 7HRedi^Sfi.iee»fl. 744 
E'jeryJly: L.^jec-'Funyj t>:h>:L ^RJ ft*5R.nder. (Rfl 
S25FAooorfliiyto JIti ^JfttSSiijeriviiyUSA. 
i|F;|i Hut* RkTi LoHjelo.nP.ViTj: S]vendoreofTlity. 
I'lar?! Rnot-lxicefl ronnllo ft.TTin, vjttli 'A/IILtti 
H olflen ar\ Jenifer Joneo. 12** Ch.niiel 4 
Nevjo SiiTiTirry: 12*5 Tlioe li .n Befl. 1224 
CoH iie One vjtHiMe DovjnUiyler. i'Fm 1*5 Come 
One vjttli Me Dx'.n Under, lis Come Dkie 


Channel 4 


ii'.ttli Me Down Ui:ler. {R 2*5CoiTie One wUi 
Me Doyjh Uiyler. 2.4* Oonie One wflli Me 
Down Ukyler. (R S.H Couitdown S.55 Ded or 
No Ded. at* OeleUrly R'je Go To. 4.** Tie 
Skniuono iRj 424 HHVod-iiO. 7*4 Clvnnel 4 
Nwjo 755«ionyltti ftjttTlie Secret Mlloivike 
Clvnyed P-Ty: Ufe. ft** Hi^ib Ely Roll Rjj(t 
Hut* avnmeleoo. 11H Tie Bki &im Tlie-iry: 
114* Tie E|y Eumy Tlieory! 12-15 Eno|raTi 
Foher Tirr. 1_-EFreeoiMrtoon 4. I’Fi'i 14* 'IVorkl 
B-Bov Serleo (R 2*5 Becioh i.ioleyiidL 2.55 
hOTV. S2 5 Tl.ftllon ITJ 'lYodfl CIvniHoivltJ 
Serleo. (R 4.15 AJh.iDIv1H 1 1 terivtJoivI Tl.ftllon 
aH Eeo¥GryJc;BiornSiirj1'Jor. 


Channel 5 


'i.unneiL-.n Slew. 


1 424 P.lhdvtiel ft 15 Tlie 
■Midi Stiff. n*t Tie 
114 a ca: Crtivie Soene 


liTjer-tkidlon 1244 Fkie Nev*. 1245 EiYieryencv 
Eftert. 145Ne+:|1>:irL, 2.15 ca: Crlne Scene 
liTJOi.flf>ftJon iFfi S25 Flnx I Do t£it I DontTl 


(2004) Dr.nnkv ctrrim Deilf-e Rdvrft. attFPjo 
Nev* .ft '.'Yedlier. as* Ndfllrart. (R 42* 
Morlty Lfe. 425 LP/efrcm Stdo FKie. 7t*FPjo 
Nevjt .ft 7 TS* 300 D.nyt-; (R) R'je Nevjf- L\s.\ct*. 
ft** J.nck the Filler - Tie Detlltt/e Sbry FPjo 
N ewf- .ft a ft** Ca: CTlme Soene liTjef-tlfiftlon 
*2* ca: MLtyI. (R Hu55 ca: CTliTie Scene 
liTJH-tkLftlcn 1155 TLie Ca. *l 55 SnerC^v-kicx 
42*l4oyj NottoDeocr.ft* ^ td-SHoLteEirtert. 
iR aH'IYlflfeSOS iT=:> asSHocte Doctor. (R) 


Wed *esd*y 


rrm42* ETedrfvl ft15 W.Ttefl Down 
"Ji*^B®Jivler. H2* Homeo Ukifler Hie 
hbiTTiier; EEC Nwo; '.'Yedlier. 114* Suftto .ti:I 
Saonviero. 1145Tb Eiv or Motto Eiy (R EEC 
Newo; Wedlier. 1215 E.Tynki Hut 1M EEC 
Nwjc; '.'Yedlier. IS* Redond Nevjc; '.'Yecrtlier. 
145Dootoro. 2.-E Cunoli nlle Cetel:rtty:rtHo S2* 
EEC Mevjq '.'Yedlier; Redond Mewo. 425CEEC. 
£15 '.lYediefl Lll;. 42* EEC Nevjc; '.'Yeotlier. 
42* Retail Nwjo Proymnieo; '.'Yedlier. 7** 
Tie Cne Slew. 7S* Rip Off ETttdn; iR EEC 
Nevjc; Retail Nevjo. *.H RIti IivI.tvi Joneo 
.Tvltlie TbniHe of Doom (1084) Aodon .vpjertne 
cefiLtet ctiTiiy htiirlccn Fbrfl. *2* EECNevjo. 
*25 Reylond New jo; '.'Yedlier. H25 Tlie 
Mftlofvl Latterw'lYeflieaLnw N(dit Dr.nvjc, H.45 
Rlvi 2011 vjttfi Cl.TKl.n TYliweivvii; Ndlond 
Lotbiy Ui>:Lde. 1125 Tlie Lecviie Cii:> S1>:w. 
*25 Flm Tmeoqx (1&&4) S:4-1I .vpjertire, 
LtTrim Jecn-a.-iKle '.tn DdHYief 'Ab.ftlier'JeYX 
145 %i Zone: Com*v TT.noko (R 2.4* I.ti 
H doixb .“the of Hie Do-Gooflero rf=i) S.4* Tin 
Eu-idiTkiie -Tlie H : :|i Street iR;i 4.4* EEC Nevjc, 

^^33i2* CEeetHeo. 7*4 CEEC. *24 
U^iK3cBeeMec, IIS* CdPj! Foltlco. 1*4 
See He.T. 12* U'je a>:■:+;er Tlie Mnctero. Nell 
Roljertoon 'j-a»iHien Henfkv 42* FbliHec:-. i'Ft\ 
£15 .“Jtt|Liec- Rood T1|x 42* Efjdie.nft 424 
C-red Brtttli Fdlw.y Joirie^c, TlttTJ'je a >:■:+; er: 
Tie NVutero. avin MiqHyy .d nle Co|xe. ft** 
Mdiel Romb Serjloe. ft** Eflw.Tfl.Ti Rrm 
*2* Ne-jer P.livl the Eicsoodtc, .R H2* 
Nwjuldl;'.'Yedlier. 112* aiooker: Tie iLviotefo. 
*.* aiooher Eelr.n 2.* EEC Nwjo 4.44 Com 


[TTITItH D.-yxedf. S2* Londie. ft25 Tie 
.ler en tv I fyle Slew. H.S* Tit P.Vnlny 
*2* Loom '.'Yohti eni IS* ITV Nevjq '.'Yeotlier. 
155Redoiv1 Nevjq '.'Yedlier. 2*4 MnwU» Bed 
Hoim Win S.4* DIoMivcnb Red Ded. ftSS 
Re^ond '.'Yedlier. 42* Doo P.l.Ttki (R) a** Tie 
Cl wo. 42* Reylavil Nevjc; '.'Yedlier. 42* ITV 
Nevjq '.'Yeotlier. 74* E mi Tier file. 7S4 Tlie 
UtToryetdHe P.ft Rioeilv (R *2* Mflcomer 
Mrclero *2* ITV Nevjo.ft Tin; '.'Yedlier. H.S* 
Fieflond Nev^'IYedlier. H.SSFIiti CcHvtdtliie. 
i2i:":r?i Sii|:-erivtnrd tlTlIer, ctdrliiy Ifecin 
Reenjec, 1245 Tlie Zone; ITV Nevjo He.nclneo. 
2.3* Flm at Tor Acttoe. (1501) AH on miller, 
with ste-jen Seoyd. 42* ITV M^loaeen 5S4 
ITV Monlity Nevjo. 

MLLILVL'Jftft j* vb CtlNvi CtllHvi (R 
fc— *“* i *“* — 425 Tie Hocl:c, p) 4.3t 
Tie H:cl:c. 715 FreoHy: SfiieeoefL 745 
E'jeryJjof^ Lonjeo R.ynoivL (R tH R.ncler. (R) 
S.4* Aooorfliy to Jin i|F;|i t.* a.i|jem.Tiy USA. 
iR Hut* Flm Doctor li adreco. (1OGS HxfMci 
oomefV ddrtiiy Dkk Eoydfle. 122* Clvnnel 4 
Newt iiniTVTy: 12*5TTeeln .lBefL (R 12S5 
Come DtneYJln Me Down Uivler. iRj 1*5 Come 
□die with Me Dovjii Uivler. 1S5Cofne Dkie 
wltli Me Down Uivler. 225 Come Qne wUi 
Me Dovjii Ukvler. n=i) 2.4* Come Dine wUi Me 
Ccw.n Uvler. (R *.* Oontdovjn S.55 Ded or 
No Ded. a** Ce4el:rtty: FPjO Go Tb asSJdYleb 
Rdi Sni:H:cr. 42* The amooiio (F;'i 424 
Hciycdio 74* Clvniel 4 Newt. 7554thcryltti 
ft** PtV\it Hel on Hdi *.55 J.Tdeb 

Roll a^»r. ft** hi id To El: | Ftti Rdi Hut* 
avmeleoo. 11* Rim: Teen .The Pqvir.-cco. 
(£010) Premiere. Dcctinentiiy oil>:rt .n 14-ye.T- 
okl motofr.THier. it* P.ly: R.TTlVb Ct.-eu G.t> 
■*.t. ^) 155 Rkn aefcryflo TVjo Glrio (1308) 
S.5* aotiiero £ Sttero. if;', 425 HI Street EUiet, 
^ 525 Conftdovjn p) 

RPHHWnsJl Mhdvlel ft 15 Tie 
■3lialiJldt»>Ytkjlt aiff. 11*4 Tlie 
'ijdieaooi Sh:w.'. 114 5 CSI: Crime Soene 

hTjeottjdlon .R) 1S.4* FPjo Newt, 1245 
Emeryeny Bftero. R 145Neyil»no.2.15Ca: 
Crime Soene lirjectt^ftlon. i|F;) S_* Rim Mrfler 
101 (£00G) 52* Rje Nevjo .ft 51 '.'Yedlier. 5S* 
NeldlHiro i'Fm 42* MCHteyi LHb. 42 5U'JS TtOHYl 
SftKto FPJO 7** R'JS N«/jo .ft 7 75* How.' Do 
Tiey: Do Ifi- R R-je NevjoU|xLft& ft** Euftle of 
ETtLfti The Loot E'Jflenoe; R'je Mevjo.ft a ft** 
NC1S *2* L.tvj £ Crfler: Crlnlivl Intort (R 
*.55 L.t,'.' S. Orfler: Sr:-edd Vldlmo Lklt (R 1155 
Fo+;er. 123t aijerCutlio 42* How Plot to 
Deocrde. 4.45HoiceEictero.(R) aH'JYlkllto 
SOS iR) 5.55Horte Doctor. |R) 


Thursday 


rrai,, ETeditvt ft.15 W.Ttefl Down 
"Ji*^B"Dvler. Hut* Homeo Uvler Hie 
hkiTiTier EEC Nwjo; '.'Yedlier. 11*4 Snkto jivI 
Saonviero 1145Tb &y or Notto Eiv (R) EEC 
Mewo; Wedlier. 1215 E.iy.ili Hut 14* EEC 
Nwjo; 'Wedlier. IS* Redavl Nevjc; 'Wedlier. 
l45Dootoro. 2.-E Cwh littie CetoUrttvrttto. S2* 
EEC Mewq 'Wbdlier; RedavilNeYJo 4.45CEEC 
515Wed;ed Lit. R) 42* EEC Nwjo; 'Wedlier. 
42* Retail Nevjo PToy.nuniec; 'Wedlier. 7»* 
Tie Cue Show.'. 734 E.nctEivlerq BEC Nevcf 
Fiedoivl Nevjo. ft** Hindi FVnet ft** Come 
Ry: wUi P.le ftS* Mot Gdm at Hut* EEC 
Nwjc. H25 Redoivl Newo; 'Wedlier. H.S5 
aiectlon Tine. 11S5 Tllo 'Week; SHIii:| 
'Wbdlier'Jevx *25 Stfpi Zone: Tbo P.IlnHi Tbo 
Ibny Pdior.Tivi (R tL55 'C:ntrylle (R 155 
AtkLieo RookIoIicwa i'Fm 2.55 Urn Euick Time - 
Tie Hf|i Street (F) S.55 EEC Newo. 

|-]-T«U42* CBeelHeo. 74* CEEC. *2* 
LJiiaCEoel A eo ns* Ailmd P.H-;. iR) 
*2* Doily: PdBao. *2* GMT wttli Georye 
Atvjidi i** Reovystra-vycook. iR) tsscowt 
1S*U'jeaiooker:TlieM.Td)ero Tie IIrot fiLTter- 
llviL 515 A1k|Lieo Ron:I Tip. 42* Eyyhetftlo. 
42* Great Ertttoh Fid way: Jorrneyc-. 74* U'je 
aiooker Tie P-Vctero-. Tie oe oohi■:I ■:lLT ter-11 1 vl. 
*2* Model Fiorcfb Ser Joe. ft** Men of Rook. 
*2* The Great atdccro. H.S4 Newaftill; 
'Wedlier. 112* aiooker: Tie Mictero tiiH 
aiooker Errtr.n. 2.H SC Nwjc, S.55Com. 


Jerenv Kyie Show. H.S* Tit MctiIivl 
*2* Loom 'Women IS* ITV Newo; 'Wedlier. 
155Reyorvl Nevjq 'Wedlier. 22* P.VyHie Bed 


hkxiM 'Wli S2* Dfc+liv-onb Red Ded. S.5T> 
Redoivl '.'Yedlier. 42* DooMdttn ,R', 5** The 
Cl wo. 42* Reyloivil Nevjc; 'Wedlier. 42* ITV 
Newo; Wedlier. Tt* EnnierfLIe. 73* Cm von 
Keep ci Seaet? Tbiiyi *2* Emm erf Lie. *24 
Corondlon Street ft** Kklvi> dvl Faivoin 
ft** nv Nevjo d Tbft 'Wedlier. H.S* Redond 
Nwjc; 'Wedlier. HuS5akl Cne in (R ll2*Seivl 
ki the Doyo (R 1215 The Zone; ITV Newo 
Heodlneo 2.15The JeravyKyJe aicwx (R) S.H 
Cm You Keep ci Seaet? Tbldft (R S25 ITV 
r-lfptoaeen awiTVMcnlity Nevjo. 


The HooIjc fl=i) 425 
I i 7 l 111 > "■ fc »The HooIjc R TttReclly! 
Sf^ieecefL 73* E'jeryJjofy Lohjoo F=ayiv>:n:L iRm 
755 Rader. iR) *25 Rader. (R S.5* /toorflivi 
to Jm fl=:)ft2*aijerivniyUSA(R) H.ISHk n: 
GeneHjIeHje. (1953) ComefV ctTriivi Dlivli 
aierULn *2*Clviiiiel4Newca.iivivv¥yi 12*5 
Tvee In a BefL (F) 1225 Come Due wUi Me 
Dcwjn Uiftor. p) 1*5 Come One vjttli Me Dovjii 
U kvler. (R) ISSCome Dkie wtttiMe Dovjii Ukvler. 
R 2*5 Come Dkie wUi Me Dovjii Uivler. R) 
2.4* Come Due vjttti Me Dovjii UkvIerR) S.H 
Oonldovjn S.55 Ded or No Ded. 4.55Jm1et 


Rdi aijijer. 5*4 CetolJrtty R-je Go To 42* Tlie 
Skvijoono iR) 42* Hdyodfo 7** Clvniel 4 
Nevjc, 755 4thoiyltt'i ft** Fielooitton, 
Reloocitton *.55Jdrteb Rdi a^jer. *2* HiflTo 
Eki Rdi Rdi ft55 Aunleb FLh aixijer. Hut* 
avnielecc tlH Flm Hot aiotd (feftl) AH on 
moHJle q>oof, ctirlm Clvrle slieen 1245 
4Mcloc 4P1 o£ Brtfldi Sea Rower. 1** LP/e avl 
Loct (R) 125 adiectra Uitefl. (F^ Su15 The 


UktolflGredFleof Lon:Ion fl=i) 4.* Brotlieio -S. 
Stctero. iR) 4.55Coiitfl:wn iR) 544 Yb GdJlja 
CalJlja p) 


Channel 5 


42* Mhdvft»l t.C Tlie 
'Wtkjlt Stuff 11*4 Tlie 
Ytnecoa SIvjva 114 5 C3: Crlvie Soene 


liTjectkidlon iR) 1S.4* FPjo Newo. 1S.45 
Emerfieny Eftero-.ilF) l45Nek|toono.2.15Ca: 
Ct I ite Soene liTjecttoitton. R ft* 5 Flm Tict 
(£009) Reiv*ere. P.Tylitery: LtFrtivi Annie Lmer. 
5*4 FPjO Newo d ^ Wedlier. 5S4 Me^toonc. 

S 42* Mcrlwy Ue. 425 U'je Item StiKlo FPjo. 

t FPje Nevjc d 7 75* Moiley Life; R'je Nevjo 
LkvLfte. *2* Rjjfjeflltomttie Dock|Jt EAFIfJt 
of Tenor; FPjo Plevjo d a ft** Him Tie Bone 
Collector. (1993) TlTlIler, ctnnTivi Densel 
'Widlivton aivl Ai:|dkvi Jdle. 1125 Foraido 
Hleo (R 1L55 Coijo In Crldo (F) 1215 
aijerCadivx 42* Hovj Motto Deoorde. R 4.45 
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Four double 
bedroomed 
home for sale 


at £299,995 


T his individually 
designed detached 
home is on the 
market in the village of 
Cheslyn Hay. 

Number 16 Cleves Cres¬ 
cent is a modern four-bed 
property, available from 
estate agent R&S Property 
Services for offers based on 
£299,995. 

A driveway, providing off-road 
parking for approximately four 
cars, leads to a double garage. 
There is a lawned area with 


boundary hedge , flower and 
shrub borders. 

A canopy covered entrance 
leads to the porch and entrance 
hallway. 

The kitchen has a range of wall 
and base units, built-in double 
oven, gas hob and other inte¬ 
grated appliances. In the sepa¬ 
rate utility there is space and 
plumbing for a washing machine, 
dryer and dishwasher. 

Ground floor accommodation 
also includes a family room, 
guest cloaks, lounge with arch 
through to dining room and patio 
doors to conservatory 


Stairs from the hallway lead to 
the four double bedrooms - the 
master having en suite facilities. 

All four bedrooms have fitted 
wardrobes. 

An L-shaped family bathroom 
has a roll-edged bath, WC, wash 
basin and corner shower unit. 

Outside, the rear garden meas¬ 
ures approximately 45ft x 30ft 
and includes a paved patio, 
lawned area, flower and shrub 
borders, maturing trees and fully 
fenced boundaries. 

For further details, or to 
arrange a viewing, call 01543 
466999. 



Number 16 Cleves Crescent, Cheslyn Hay, is on the market with R&S Property Services, priced £299,995 
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Moving further afield 


- that’s no problem 



It’s vital to plan ahead when packing to move overseas 


A STRAIGHTFORWARD move down 
the road is worrying enough for most 
home movers, so it is no surprise that 
for many people the thought of emi¬ 
grating abroad can send stress levels 
through the roof. 

But reallymoving.com, the UK's leading 
provider of instant online quotes for moving 
services, has these tips to help ensure your 
overseas move runs as smoothly as possi¬ 
ble. 

Plan well ahead 

Overseas removals must be planned at 
least 12 weeks in advance, but ideally up to 
a year ahead. This will enable you to ensure 
your belongings, which may be travelling via 
different methods, will arrive when you need 
them. 

Invite removal company to 

survey possessions 

It is wise to contact several removal com¬ 
panies who specialise in difference types of 
overseas removals to find the right 
company for you. You should invite them to 
come to your home and do a survey of your 
possessions so they can discuss the best 
way to transport them, which will depend 
on the volume, weight, speed of delivery, 
route and budget. 

Decide on transport methods 

Belongings can be transported to your 
destination by air, road and sea, each of 
which has its own benefits. Air is the fastest, 
taking only a few days, but is also the most 
expensive. Transporting by road is more 
commonly used for European destinations, 
while sea freight generally takes several 
weeks but is the most cost effective option. 
Many families elect to take essentials by air 
and send the larger items they can do 
without in advance, by sea. 

Decide whether to share 

container loads 

Assuming you elect to send some 
belongings by sea freight, your possessions 
will be loaded into large secure steel con¬ 
tainers which are relayed by a container 
ship to the nearest port. You can choose 
either to have your own containers, which 
will be more secure and reduce the potential 


for customs issues, or alterna¬ 
tively, have your possessions 
grouped with those of others 
who are travelling the same 
route. This second option is 
cheaper, but it is does mean 
you cannot dictate timescales 
as easily. 

Make an itemised list of 

inventory and value 

It is a good idea to clearly 
label every single box with 
your name, the content and 
the destination, then make an 
inventory listing every item and 
the total value. This is will be 
useful when organising insur¬ 
ance and help ensure every¬ 
thing is accounted for. 

Arrange insurance 

Given the number of differ¬ 
ent hands your goods will 
pass through, it is wise to 
arrange a water-tight insurance policy. If 
your goods are going by sea then you may 
even find yourself having to pay a contribu¬ 
tion towards the cost of salvaging the ship if 
it runs aground, even if your own goods are 
not damaged. A good insurance policy will 
protect you against such eventualities. 

Organise visas, permits and licences 

Make sure all your paperwork is in order, 
for example visas, work permits and resi¬ 
dency permits. Also, don't forget to check 
whether your driver's license is valid in your 
new country of residence. 

Sort out your finances 

You can keep your current account in the 
UK and switch it to one that is specifically 
designed for expats, which usually operate 
through offshore branches located in Jersey 
or the Isle of Man. Or you can open an 
account with a local branch in your new 
country. 

Arrange vaccinations 

Check with your doctor if you require any 
vaccinations and make sure you have them 
in plenty of time. You should also check 
what health services are available to you in 
your new country as healthcare systems 


differ hugely. It is sensible to ask the doctor 
for a copy of your medical records to take 
with you. 

Check Quarantine obligations for pets 

Quarantine regulations vary from country 
to country, but check if your new country is 
a member of PETS (Pet Travel Scheme), 
which may enable you to avoid long quaran¬ 
tine periods. In any case, it is essential that 
you ensure your pet has complete and up to 
date health documentation. 

Rosemary Rogers, Director, reallymov- 
ing.com comments: 

“The key to a stress-free move overseas 
is in the planning. If possible, start preparing 
for your move as much as a year in 
advance, which will allow plenty of time to 
ensure your family, pets and belongings all 
arrive safely in your new home on the right 
day. 

“Also make sure you have a water tight 
insurance policy, considering you will be 
entrusting your belongings to a number of 
different companies and organisations 
along the way.” 

• For more information visit www.really- 
moving.com 


Don’t let your sparky 


blow a fuse 


IF you’re a fussy customer and 
can’t make your mind up when 
you’ve employed tradesman, you 
may be heading down a rocky 
path! 

According to a recent survey by the 
ECA (Electrical Contractors Associa¬ 
tion), changing the job brief is a sure 
way to ensure your electrician blows a 
fuse. 

Householders who don’t stick to the 
plan are even more annoying than 
those who try to knock the costs down, 
according to a recent poll of ECA 
members. 

Giving the tradesman an opportunity 
to put forward their case, the members 
of the ECA were asked what customers 
habits were the most annoying. 

Being a “know it all” also scored high 
on the list of annoying habits as the 
experts definitely do not welcome 
advice from customers who think they 
know how to do the job better, particu¬ 
larly as in many cases they are respon¬ 
sible for “botching the job” in the first 
place! 

If you really want to make the trades¬ 
man happy offer them a drink and keep 


the conversation short, as, not surpris¬ 
ingly, refreshments are always 
welcome but “constant chatter and 
interruptions” are definitely not. 

Steve Roberts, West Midlands 
Regional Manager ECA, explained: 
“The survey was a light-hearted study 
of the habits of electricians and their 
customers, however, this question did 
throw up a serious point that all too 
often householders don’t really under¬ 
stand what is involved when it comes 
to electrical work. 

Decide 

“For example rewiring a house is a 
completely different job than changing 
sockets, and involves a lot more time 
and work.” 

The advice from the ECA is to decide 
exactly what work you require when 
you brief your electrician and, if you do 
change your mind, let them know 
before they turn up to do the job. It will 
probably save you money in the long 
term. 

• For more information about the 
ECA and to find an ECA electrician, 
visit www.eca.co.uk 


Electrician survey 

Question 

What is the most annoying 
in a customer? 

Response 

Changing the brief after the 
work has begun - 30 per cent 
Trying to knock costs 
down - 25 per cent 

Think they know how to do 
the job better - 13 per cent 
Won’t admit they botched job 
in the first place - 11 per cent 
Constant chatter and 
interruptions - 7 per cent 

Not offering them any 
refreshments - 5 per cent 

None of above - 9 per cent 



If you want to keep your electrician on your side keep him topped up with regular supplies of drinks - and possibly 
biscuits - but don’t keep interrupting him with endless chatter as he needs to concentrate 
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French firm says its electronic alternative to a 4x4 is ideal for any further cold snaps 

Getting to grips with winter 


BRITAIN’S big freeze has seen con¬ 
tinued interest in 4x4s. 

But there can be big sacrifices to 
make on emissions, and therefore tax, 
fuel consumption and insurance costs 
for some models. 

Now Peugeot is highlighting its 4x4 
alternative, designed to give drivers 
enhanced driving ability in poor con¬ 
ditions, while remaining affordable 
and comfortable in everyday use. 

The option is the firm’s 3008 
“crossover” fitted with Peugeot’s inno¬ 
vative Grip Control. 

Grip Control consists of an intelli¬ 
gent traction control system and 
special Mud and Snow tyres. It auto¬ 
matically improves traction on diffi¬ 
cult surfaces such as snow, mud, dirt 
tracks and wet grass. 

Modes 


S 


The system works with the vehicle’s 
ESP (Electronic Stability Pro¬ 
gramme) to maintain the best possi¬ 
ble traction from both front wheels. It 
has five selectable operating modes 
which can be chosen by the driver 
from a dedicated control mounted on 
the centre console. 

In Standard mode, the vehicle’s 
ESP system is calibrated for typical 
grip levels found on normal road sur¬ 
faces, where there are low levels of 
wheel slip. 

Snow mode adapts the system to 
gain the best traction from each of the 
front wheels when the car is pulling 
away. As the car increases speed, the 
system constantly tweaks the trac- 



The car has a well-equipped cabin Grip Control offers all-weather ability without the weight and emissions of a 4x4 


tion control to maintain acceleration a high level of slip on the least stable electronically controlled the torque against wheel slip to give the driver 
in the face of variable grip conditions, wheel when pulling away to remove offset between the front wheels can the best possible control over the 
The system returns to Standard excess mud and improve grip. At the be as much as 100 per cent, well vehicle up to 50mph. 
once you are over 3lmph. same time, the wheel with the beyond normal limits for a limited Sand mode allows slight wheel slip 

All-terrain mode copes with mud, strongest grip level is given as much slip differential. As the car gains on both drive wheels simultaneously, 
dirt tracks and wet grass by allowing torque as possible. As the system is speed, the system continually works to allow the vehicle to make headway 


and reduce the risk of getting stuck in 
the sand. Here again, the control pro¬ 
vided is superior to that of a limited 
slip differential (LSD). In this mode, 
Standard mode kicks in automati¬ 
cally above a speed of 75mph. 

There is also an ESP Off setting, 
which disconnects ESP and Grip 
Control up to 3 lmph, giving control to 
the driver. Above this speed, “ESP 
Standard” selects automatically. 

Peugeot’s Grip Control option also 
includes the standard fitment of 
215/60 R16 Michelin Latitude Tour 
HP “Mud and Snow” tyres, which are 
suitable for off-road use. These tyres 
have special StabiliGrip blades 
within the tread pattern that can lock 
together to maintain good tread 
contact with the driven terrain. 

Seasons 

Grip Control gives the Peugeot 
3008 Crossover a great all-round 
ability as well as providing excellent 
towing and carrying capabilities for 
better weather, making it a genuine 
car for all seasons. 

And, when the weather changes the 
system has none of the disadvantages 
with regards to increased weight and 
emissions of a standard mechanical 
4x4 system. 

Peugeot’s Grip Control is available 
as standard on the Peugeot 3008 SR 
Crossover and as a £470 option on the 
Peugeot 3008 Sport and Exclusive 
HDi 112 & HDi 150 Crossover models. 

Prices for the Peugeot 3008 range 
start at £16,695 on the road. 
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Brindley Garages in Cannock - 3 sites within 1 mile of each other 
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HURRY AND GET DOWN TO RENAULT RETAIL WHILE STOCKS LAST! 

Reserve online at www.renaultretail.co.uk/sale 
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RESERVE YOUR CAR ONLINE - WE WILL ALSO DELIVER’ 


RENAULT CANNOCK 

Eastern Way, Cannock WS11 3XR 

Call 01543 602159 

.renaultretall.co.uk/sale 


Clc»* Cfofcmi* Day \M 1b**tav 28ft C«*n tar. Oowd Nr* ttar* Ds* «HImikNu^ Jmu«Y2Cn 

BOTiMtihOTiiiiOTWOTiww^.* a iOTwOTMOTwOTwpSiAwOTiifcOTMOTMfcOTOTliwOTOTMM 


L l .» i M 


'jwalMi ft amiOTi ,«* ■ teWiU tmm 


























WALSALL CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 06 2011 Page 45 




Offer extended and now 
indudes Fabkt vttS and 





tetn air* tiTi 

Ww JutfthravL tr4r*# 

n^vniayiikimih wVWfK 





gSSSR. 

~ W-s: ~ Ipi 

WWW1WJ_wn — 1 

RsrSEHr 



UMolabHity 















































































Page , THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31 2008 


, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31 2008 Page 


Page , THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31 2008 


Reply to an ad 


by phone 


0905 436 6562* by post £3 


Dial the number below the advert you wish to 
respond to and when prompted input the six 
digit box number. 


by text 78850 _ 

Iran advert has a mobile phone symbol next to it (as 
above) simply send WOL followed by the box number 
of the advertiser you wish to respond to and send it to 
78850*. For example: WOL(space)123456(space)Hi 
saw your ad would like 2 know more about u. It's that 
easy!(£1.50 per message sent) 


If an ad has an envelope icon next to it (as above) 
send your reply in an envelope (addressed to 
the advertisers Box number) Place this envelope 
in a further envelope addressed to My Match, 
Classified Dept., Express & Star, Queen St, 
Wolverhampton WV1 3QL. Include your name 
and address on the back of a cheque or Postal 
Order for £6 per reply (two replies for £10) Make 
cheques or postal orders to Express & Star. In 
your main letter, ensure you leave a contact 
number for the advertiser to reach you on. 


Place your ad 

121 6140*> 
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Call 


0800 


Remember if you leave your 
mobile number when prompted 
we’ll send you 2 free matches i 
each week, and you can 
subscribe to receive text alerts I 
when someone leaves you a 
voice message. 

To retrieve replies to your ad, 
just call 0905 436 6564 * 


fREf 

ADS 




imtch 


View pictures 

Text 88833 


If an advert has a 
camera symbol next to 
it (as above) this means 
the advertiser has a 
photo. 


TextwoLVDATE [space] 
followed by the 
advertisers Box number 
to 88833. 



Helping you find your perfect 
match in the Midlands 


women seeking men j 

Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in now and 
chat to local people. Send : CHAT207 
To : 65125 (T&C's below)._ 

MICHELLE black British, 30, curvy, slim, 
size 12, 5ft 5ins, sociable, friendly, 
understanding, loving, seeks male, 30- 
36 to enjoy romantic nights. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 317945 

LADY N/S, car owner, seeks lonely, 
retired gent with old fashioned values for 
friendship/days out and holidays. 
Stourbridge. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:354183 

CURVY red haired female, been hurt in 
the past seeks older male to buy her 
flowers and mend her broken heart. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 377432 0 

ATTRACTIVE slim blonde, 45, seeks 
honest, caring, genuine male, 45-55 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 349651 

SHROPSHIRE female 40, seeks special 
local male to share life with. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 355959 ® 

53YR old female, young at heart, likes 
cinema, theatre, meals out, pubs, walks, 
holidays, seeks genuine, trustworthy 
male, 48-56. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:339275 

TALL slim, attractive brown eyed 
brunette, 42, many interests, seeks fun 
loving cultured male to spend quality 
time with. ACA. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:355253 0 

PRETTY size 8 female, 19, seeks male 
to spoil and treat her like a Princess. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 335019 
COUNTRY loving female, black hair, 
green eyes, GSOH, likes countryside, 
cosy nights in, music, seeks similar 
male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
333797 0 

LINDA 70’s, likes theatre, dancing, 
seeks nice gent for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
355891 

ATTRACTIVE single mum, 40, outgoing, 
seeks similar guy for good times, possi¬ 
ble relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 348919® 

OPEN friendly Christian female, profes¬ 
sional, seeks kind, caring, Christian 
male for friendship and more. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 348867 0 

PRINCE wanted, must be 6ft, loving, 
caring and honest, no old frogs. I am late 
50’s and attractive. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 337465 

WEST Midlands female, 4, attractive, 
slim, divorced, N/S, seeks slim, clean, 
attractive male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:343735 

LISA 32, size 8, seeks male, 32-48 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 346713 0 

HELEN 38, one child, blonde hair, 5ft 
6ins, slim, attractive, likes swimming, 
dancing, seeks male, 43-53 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 331399 

SINGLE mum, non drinker, seeks male 
for nights out, meals and lots of fun. 
Dudley. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
353085 0 ® 

ATTRACTIVE nurse, 48, 5ft 6ins, cine¬ 
ma, walks, country, WLTM attractive 
male of similar age for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
341479 

SLIM 32yrold blonde, kind, caring, good 
listener, honest, likes to have fun, seeks 

male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
339373 m 

BLONDE attractive, educated lady, tall, 
slim, curvy, 47, seeks tall, professional, 

40-52. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
362478 


LADY 50, slim, GSOH, likes cooking, 
nights out, seeks genuine guy, 50-55 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 333183 
STEFF dark hair, single mum, small 
build, likes cosy nights in/out, seeks sin¬ 
gle dad, 30-40 for friendship, possible 
relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 333173 0 

KAREN 47, 5ft 9ins, civil servant, attrac¬ 
tive, down to earth, likes drink, dance, 
socialising, home life, seeks tall, profes¬ 
sional male, N/S for loving relationship. 
Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 324349 
WHITE curvy female 33, GSOH, likes 
nice things in life, seeks gent 43-57. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 325939 

YOUNG bubbly black lady, likes 
wining/dining, seeks mature male for 

fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
328669 

SUE young thinking 54yr old female, 
varied interests, likes music, walks, cin¬ 
ema, pets, football, seeks N/S, genuine 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 328177 
RITA 32, size 16-18, 5ft 4ins, seeks 
male, 30-50 for friendship and more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 324709 0 

BLACK female, 38, seeks male, 30-50, 
adventurous, and fun loving, daring and 
caring. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
327355 

IRENE 72, N/S, active, 5ft 2ins, slim, 
blonde hair, seeks similar male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 331301 
HI I’m Emma, a 31 yr old smiley lady. I 
love fun and am looking for excitement 
with a fun male, I want to make you 
happy, age unimportant. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 355765 0 
FEMININE lady, attractive, intelligent 
and slim seeks genuine strong minded 
male; I have so many interests please 
call to hear them. ACA. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 355763 0 
FRIENDLY outgoing, sociable lady, 34 
but looks mid 20’s (its true) WLTM 
adventurous male 18-65, I’m open to 
most ages/things, happy to try most 
things. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
3557610 

SLIM attractive, self sufficient lady, 44, 
GSOH, seeks special male, 35-50 to 
share evening in/out, theatre, possible 
relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 351813 0 

LITTLE bit nice and definitely a little bit 
naughty! Imaginative curvy blonde 
seeks male for kisses and cuddles. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 

363428 0 63 

ATTRACTIVE female, 45, slim, affec¬ 
tionate, intelligent, seeks honest, caring 
male for fun and friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
301001 

FEMALE kind, giving, thoughtful, sensi¬ 
tive, seeks lifetime friend to love and 
understand me for who I am. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 350397 

ATTRACTIVE Tall, black female, 51,6ft, 
slim-medium build, kind, honest, consid¬ 
erate, own home, seeks genuine, tall, 
faithful, 6ft plus male, 45-70 with own 
home for serious relationship. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 349211 
EASYGOING loving day dreamer, curvy, 
long brown hair, seeks similar kind, lov¬ 
ing male to share fun, friendship and 
good conversations. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 355249 0 

BLONDE female, 32, fun loving, likes 
letting her hair down and kicking her 
heels up, caring, considerate, seeks 
likeminded male, 25-40. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 323417 63 

ATTRACTIVE widow, 5ft 8ins, OHAC, 
GSOH, likes meals out, holidays, WLTM 
gent, 70-80 for friendship and happi¬ 
ness. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
330461 


PETITE dark haired lady, 43, size 10, 
seeks considerate, N/S male, 25-50 for 

fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
338651 

60YR old lady, young at heart, divorced, 
medium build, likes kisses, cuddles, 
seeks gent, 50-61 with GSOH and simi¬ 
lar likes. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:334627 

FRIENDLY black female, attractive, 46, 
single mum, professional, seeks attrac¬ 
tive, solvent, trendy, professional, gen¬ 
uine male for LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 349865 

72YR old widower, smart, likes travel, 
conversation, dancing, cooking, missing 
that special man in her life who is easy¬ 
going and N/S. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:349265 

STUNNING Caribbean black beauty, 33, 
size 10, 5ft 9ins, intelligent, caring, 
classy, seeks generous, solvent, roman¬ 
tic, male, 33-45 for loving, caring rela¬ 
tionship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:3267510 

SLIM attractive 44yr old female, N/S, no 
ties, likes travel, nights out, seeks male, 
40-50 for LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 341491 0 ® 

LADY 76, N/S, caring, respectable, 
WLTM gentleman, 70-76 for outings, 
holidays, day trips and friendship. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 340021 

ATTRACTIVE glamorous, black female, 
young 44, seeks male for friendship/dat¬ 
ing and LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:339799 

ATTRACTIVE 40yr old female, brunette, 
slim, trendy, no ties, high morals, seeks 
slim male for friendship/relationship. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 316619 

YOUNG looking, pretty female, 40, 
brunette, slim, no ties, N/S, seeks attrac¬ 
tive, refined male for friendship/relation¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
313115 

BEAUTIFUL slim brunette, blue eyes, 
good figure, loves to dance, WLTM 
someone nice to share good times with, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:355251 0 

WIDOWED female, 65, likes socialising, 
holidays, meals out, seeks male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 339765 0 
PROFESSIONAL lady, young 50, fash¬ 
ionable, pleasant, kind, likes country¬ 
side, outdoors, holidays, family life, 
seeks pleasant, committed Christian 
male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
316403 

ATTRACTIVE female, 42, slim, 
brunette, no ties, N/S, likes travel, nights 
out, weekends away, seeks slim male 
for possible relationship. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 327579 
MAUREEN seeks male 32-45 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 323543 0 



ROSANNA 41, caring, loving, devoted, 
loyal, seeks male for friendship, maybe 

more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
322921 

YOUNG 72yr old female, slim, active, 
attractive, likes walks, seeks similar 

male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
3244410 

SARAH 20, attractive, brown hair/eyes, 
nice personality, like pets, seeks similar 
male, handsome for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
317925 0 S3 

ATTRACTIVE divorced 55yr old female, 
size 10, 5ft 6ins, blue eyes, long dark 
hair, seeks tall, medium build, athletic 
guy to put the sparkle back into life. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 318203 0 

LOUISE seeks nice male in her 
Christmas stocking. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 321491 0 

MARIA 38, blonde, 5ft 5ins, caring, likes 
nights in/out, seeks caring male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 329319 © 

CURVY intelligent young widow, 58, 
blue eyes, short dark hair, lovely figure, 
seeks tall lively male to enjoy life’s 
pleasures with. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:353429 0 

GENUINE easygoing lady, 80’s, N/S, 
seeks likeminded gent, 65-75 for friend¬ 
ship and company. Must be genuine. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:325719 

60YR young lady, slim, 5ft 4ins, young 
outlook, GSOH, honest, caring, loving, 
likes travel, nights in/out, music, theatre, 
seeks honest, caring male, 58-68 for 
love and laughter. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 320067 0 

CAROLE 55, loving, caring, GSOH, 
likes nights in/out, animals, N/S, seeks 
caring male, 50-60 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
316793 0 

ATTRACTIVE slim female, 64, divorced, 
truthful, 5ft 3ins, modern, young at heart, 
seeks genuine, nice looking, clean male, 
57-67. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
338315 

CURVY black female, seeks genuine 
male, 28-40 to make me laugh and have 
fun. Must have GSOH. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 317387 

LADY 60’s, seeks male for friendship, 
holidays and socialising. Car driver with 
ability to tow a caravan a bonus. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 324265 

PETITE blonde lady, 56, OHAC, likes 
countryside, nights out, dancing, cine¬ 
ma, theatre, holidays, seeks gent with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:303395 

LONELY blonde widow with no ties, 
looking for love and romance again with 
lots of TLC, WLTM similar man. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 355247 0 
SHEILA 5ft 4ins, blue eyes, red hair, 
16st, 53, likes music, meals out, country 
walks, seeks male, 45-54 who is sin¬ 
cere, fun loving for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
321455 0 

WEST Bromwich female, late 50’s, mod¬ 
ern, romantic, easygoing, seeks active, 
genuine male, 45-60 for LTR. Driver pre¬ 
ferred. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
336759 

DO you know what women want? 40yr 
old petite lady needs spoiling and lots of 
love by attractive male, 45-55. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 327573 6) 
BOSSY lady, 44, dark hair, fit, slim, good 
looking, seeks male, 40-50 who will do 
as he is told. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
_ BoxNoj326119 _ 

CUSTOMER SUPPORT 0844 800 1188 

Monday - Friday 9 to 5 or alternatively, you can email us 
at support@jmediauk.co.uk 



TALL slim, young at heart 48yr old 
female, seeks tall, kind hearted male for 
nights out and companionship. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 323863 0 

BLACK beauty, 29, 5ft 4ins, 14st, size 
16, single mum, likes cooking, reading, 
travel, socialising, seeks honest, down 
to earth male, 30-45 Single dad wel¬ 
come. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
308031 

ATTRACTIVE petite female, 34, single 
mum, likes nights in/out, cinema, sea¬ 
side, days out, seeks male with similar 
interests. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No: 317151 63 

SYLVIE 59, N/S, long blonde hair, 5ft 
2ins, slim, OHAC, likes cycling, walks, 
keep fit, horse riding, holidays, theatre, 
films, meals out, GSOH, seeks male for 
friendship/LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 321149 0 

SINGLE mum, likes walks, nights in/out, 
seeks fun loving male with similar inter¬ 
ests. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
320937 0 

SINGLE attractive young female, fun 
loving fit and fruity seeks likeminded 
older male for good times. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 363432 0 63 

DAWN 45, 5ft 2ins, average looks, easy¬ 
going, seeks male for loving relation¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
317865 

WIDOW black hair, green eyes, likes 
countryside, pubs, music, nights in, 
seeks similar male. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 332231 

ATTRACTIVE widow, 5ft 7ins, genuine, 
sincere, OHAC, GSOH, likes dining out, 
holidays, seeks lonely, caring gent for 
friendship and happiness. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 331049 

DOWN to earth female, 45, seeks gent, 
45-55 to sparkle back into life, friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 349468 

FEMALE medium build, seeks nice N/S 
male, 40-42 for fun and friendship, 
maybe more. West Midlands. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 337985 0 
GENUINE West Bromwich female, 
smoker, many interests, seeks fit male, 
driver preferred for LTR. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 334841 

VAL 35, single mum, seeks male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 334695 0 

LADY 67, N/S, caring, likes sports, 
seeks male, 60 plus for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:323529 

ATTRACTIVE divorced, single mum, 38, 
5ft 5ins, blonde hair, green eyes, seeks 
similar, honest, attractive, dark haired 
male, 35-43 for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
307800 0 

VANESSA 32, black, slim, attractive, 
likes nights in/out, cooking, seeks male, 
30-35 for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 305797 
ATTRACTIVE female, medium build, 
dark hair, hazel eyes, seeks male, 20-30 
for relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:315415 

45YR old natural red head, likes rock 
music, seeks tall, dark, genuine, honest 
male for possible relationship. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 312491 

ATTRACTIVE black female, 33, likes 
music, cooking, cinema, seeks tall, gen¬ 
uine male, 30-40 for LTR. Single dad 
welcome. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:315413 

HAYDA widow, black hair, green eyes, 
likes countryside, pubs, nights in, 
GSOH, seeks country loving male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 320583 
TWO attractive ladies who like to dance 
and socialise, need two smart partners. 
Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
319989 0 


men seeking women | 

Guys Text n' Chat. Text in now and 
chat to local people. Send : CHAT207 
To : 65125 (T&C's below). 

IAN 41, 5ft 1 ins, slim, dark hair, seeks 
similar for no strings fun. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 355869 

46YR old male, 5ft 5ins, blue eyes, short 
hair, N/S, intelligent, likes swimming, 
fishing, walks, days out, seeks similar 
honest female. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 352575 0 63 

GENUINE male, 6ft 1 ins, blue eyes, 
shaven head, nice personality, seeks 
genuine, honest, loving female, 30-40’s, 
slim-medium build. Dudley. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 355735 


tionship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:355637 0 

ATTRACTIVE male, 53, seeks older 
female, 60-70 for fun. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 338165 

STEVE 44, medium build, dark hair, 6ft 
2ins, seeks female for relationship. 
Ludlow. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
383204 0 

LONELY biker, blond hair, blue eyes, 
seeks nice lady for fun, maybe more. 
Single mum welcome. Hereford. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 355099 0 

YOUNG looking 57yr old male, seeks 
petite, red headed female with lovely 
green eyes, 38-52 for relationship. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 383182 0 

MALE useful 63, caring, likes music, lit¬ 
erature, country walks, animals, seeks 
intelligent lady for company. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 317671 63 

FUN loving male, 64, seeks genuine, 
romantic lady, 64-71 with GSOH and 

TLC. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
325237 

LOVING caring widower, GSOH, likes 
socialising, holidays, seeks attractive 
lady, 55-70 for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 348187 

KIDDERMINSTER man, 55, 6ft, slim, 
handsome, honest, true Knight, seeks 
Princess for happiness, romance and 

fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
355297 0 

MALE 45, seeks female, 25-45 for regu¬ 
lar, casual relationship. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 355019 0 

STEVE 54, seeks large, mature female, 
35-65 for fun. Can travel. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 330103 

35YR old male, GSOH, WLTM female, 
30-50 for nights in/out, possible relation¬ 
ship. Stourbridge. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 354261 

GENUINE Hednesford male, 58, N/S, 
retired, likes sports, meals out, cinema, 
seeks female, 45-60 for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 349625® 

SUCCESSFUL businessman, 32, seeks 
female, 24-40 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
348821 

MALCOLM 70, N/S, non drinker, likes 
caravans, weekends away, socialising, 
drives, seeks female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 341345 0 

MIKE 47, brown hair, blue eyes, tall, 
easygoing, romantic, likes films, walks, 
sports, meals out, seeks soul mate to 
spoil for friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 323711 B 

YOUNG looking 57yr old male, seeks 
petite, red headed female with lovely 
green eyes, 38-52 for relationship. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 383182 0 
WALSALL male, 56, good looking, N/S, 
placid nature, seeks similar female, any 
age for friendship/relationship. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 354961 ® 


TREVOR young 49, tall, rugby type 
build, down to earth, caring, respectful, 
own car, likes walks, meals out, cooking, 
seeks soul mate and best friend. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 323403 

DIVORCED male, Cancerian, 57, looks 
younger, seeks special lady to fill the 
empty space in life. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No:349993 0 

ROBERT 47, 6ft, medium build, blue 
eyes, likes pubs, meals out, cinema, 
karaoke, seeks female, 45-50 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 338219 0 B 

CHRIS slim 46, fair hair, likes outdoors, 
seeks likeminded lady 35-45 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No:346667 ® 

47YR old male, average build, short hair, 
tall, seeks lady, 35-47 with GSOH for 
friendship/relationship. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 329917 

TALL handsome male, 41, GSOH, likes 
romantic days/nights in/out, WLTM 
attractive, down to earth, young lady, 35- 
55, size unimportant. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 346611 0 63 

SINCERE guy tall, good job, seeks 
female to ne my friend and soul mate. 
Wolverhampton. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 351581 0 

MALE 46, N/S, seeks female to sparkle 
back into life. Wolverhampton. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 353781 0 

DAVE 47, 5ft lOins, slim, lorry driver, 
seeks female, 35-50 for fun and excite¬ 
ment. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
317307 63 

CHRISTIAN male, 53, young attitude, 
fashionable, athletic, 5ft lOins, adventur¬ 
ous, seeks soul mate. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 381618 

ATTRACTIVE tall, black male, 6ft 3ins, 
slim, 40’s, caring, genuine, GSOH, 
seeks female, 25-55 for fun, friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 341031 

SLIM attractive male, 47, seeks caring, 
loving lady for nights out and friendship. 
Please reply for free hug. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 347521 63 

FIT 65yr old male, looks 40, feels 30, 
medium build, seeks N/S lady, 64-70, 
caring, genuine with GSOH for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 339195 

MARTIN 52, GSOH, romantic, tactile, 
solvent, seeks special female for nights 
out and possible relationship. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 315713 
MALE 56, young looks, N/S, honest, 
loyal, caring, quiet, seeks similar female 
for life long soul mates. West Midlands. 
Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 353851 

MALE 53, N/S, seeks female, 40-60 for 
friendship, maybe more. Willenhall. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 352447 

ROBERT 66,national trust member, 
honest, caring, likes most sports, travel, 
theatre, seeks lady for friendship, maybe 
more. Staffs. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 351067 


gqy/friends seeking 


GAY male, 55, seeks similar gay male, 
18-80 for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 355301 0 
KEVIN 34, 6ft 2ins, blond hair, medium 
build, toned, young boyish good looks 
likes nights out, sports, holidays, seeks 
similar male, any age for fun. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 355984 63 

SHROPSHIRE male, 25, loving, caring, 
own home, country boy, seeks male for 

fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 


adult contacts 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: 0905 calls cost £1.30 per min. 09052/0906 calls cost £1.00 per min. 0779: 25p, Plus network extras. Mobiles will be considerably higher. TEXT*: SMS Chat Services: 65125/88300. After registration you will be sent 3 chat mesg at a cost of £1.50 per mesg then all subsequent mesg received 
will be charged at £1,50/mesg. Sent mesg are free. Text services are moderated by experienced operators. EasyChat/FastChat: You will be sent a MMS with 3 photos at a cost of £1.50 per photo. Subsequent msgs charged at £1.50 per msg.. Check your operator's to send mms charges. 88833 texts £1.50 per 
msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. Texts to 78850 cost £1.50 per message received. A minimum of six messages are checked and passed for safety sake before users may pass contact details. To Stop send STOP to 78850. Text alerts 
are charged at £1.00 per week (2 x 50p billed msgs). To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk<http://www.localdates-terms.co.uk> /. We reserve the right to contact individuals with pro¬ 
motional information. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK PO Box 56394, SE1 OWT, 0844 800 1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for 
regulatory purposes. Adverts are from Wolverhamptom and surrounding areas and may appear in other publications. WC030111 




















































































































































Page 50 WALSALL CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 06 2011 


thechronicle 


SPORT 


RUGBY 

Trying to ease fixture backlog 


cost of cup success 


Walsall’s 1st XV are at last fairly 
confident that they will be in action 
again this Saturday, when they enter¬ 
tain Dudley Kingswinford at Delves 
Road. 

The recent Artie conditions have 
meant that they now have to try to re¬ 
arrange the four fixtures that were 
postponed during November and 
December. 

It is hoped to play a couple of these 
games under floodlights, in order to 


ease the fixture congestion. This Sat¬ 
urday they face a real tough battle, 
when the unbeaten league leaders 
visit Delves Road. Dudley K have won 
all 12 of their matches this season, 
including a 50 -7 home win over Steve 
Halbert’s team in late September. 

But the Walsall team usually 
produce a good performance on their 
home ground, and it is hoped that 
they can cause an upset. 

Some of the 2nd and 3rd team 


players did manage to get some match 
practice last weekend, when they 
faced Willenhall 2nds at Delves Road. 
It was an entertaining game with the 
27-27 scoreline being a fair result. 

Walsall’s try scorers included 
teenage winger Will Ernes and 
veteran forward Mark Ellis. 

Some of these players will be in the 
club’s 2nd team who face a crucial top 
of the table clash with Newport this 
weekend. 


BLOXWICH UTD 

Counting 

Bloxwich United’s excellent run in 
the Carlsberg FA Trophy continued 
as they moved into the last 32 of the 
competition with a 3-1 victory at 
local Midland Alliance side Heath 
Hayes. 

The Red Lions, who are potentially 
now just four games away from the 
final at Wembley Stadium, will host 
Torpoint Athletic, Owho play in the 
South West Peninsula Premier 
League in Cornwall, in the next 


round. Although the club are 
delighted with the home draw it 
comes at a cost. 

Bloxwich chairman Rod Jones 
explained: “It’s a fantastic draw for 
the club but the rules of the competi¬ 
tion are that with the travelling 
involved, and as we are the home 
side, we have to pay for the visiting 
side’s overnight accommodation. 

“It would of course be superb if the 
lads could go all the way to Wembley 


but this extra cost will be a big strain 
on the finances for a club of our size, 
he added. 

“It would be a big help if we can get 
a good crowd in on the day or maybe 
get some local business people to 
sponsor the game”. 

If anyone is interested in providing 
sponsorship to help the side out 
please email the club at 
www.bloxwichunited.co.uk 


PELSALL VILLA 


RUSH ALL OLYMPIC 


Early goal starts 
New Year badly 


Craig Hume scored the first 
Midland Combination Premier 
goal of 2011 on 39 seconds and it 
went downhill for Villa from 
there. 

Gary Fife added a second on 18 
minutes with a sublime chip and 
scored from the penalty spot on 37 
minutes to make the game safe. 

Villa made a game of it in the second 
half but there was no way back. 

From kicked off, the ball was played out 
to Hume wide right, he cut inside, went 
through two tackles and curled the ball 
into the far corner of the net. 

On two minutes Fife charged down an 
attempted clearance by Ashley Lawley, 
keeper Adam Jenkins racing from his line 
to save bravely at his feet. 

A minute later Fife crossed from wide 
on the left and Jack Hall put a first time 
effort onto the roof of the net. 

Affter five minutes gone Fife got clear 
on the left and his cross shot beat the 
keeper, only for Craig Timmins to clear 


PELSALL VILLA 0 BROCTON 3 

the ball off the line. On 12 minutes Alex 
Barnfather made space wide left, crossed 
to Fife in the box and he shot straight at 
the keeper. 

Villa’s first attack came on 13 minutes. 
Ryan Wilkins raced away on the left, but 
his cross was an inch too high for Mark 
Wooldridge, who could only head wide. 

On 18 minutes Matthew Skinner broke 
up a Villa attack and launched the ball 
into the Villa half, the ball dropped in 
from of Fife, who seeing Jenkins off his 
line scored with a sublime chip from 35 
yards. 

Fouled 

After 32 minutes Ben Harrison col¬ 
lected the ball from a right wing corner, 
calmly made space in the box and his 
rising drive was superbly taken by 
Jenkins. Five minutes later Jamie Evans 
hit a ball down the line wide left to find 
Hall. He cut inside and was fouled in the 
box, Fife made no mistake from the spot. 

The Badgers started the second half on 
fire, Hall raced into the box and was 


robbed by Ashley Lawley as he was about 
to shoot. A minute later Richard Jones ran 
away from the Villa defence wide on the 
right and crossed but Hall under pressure 
powered a header inches wide. 

On 58 minutes Daniel Lomas collected 
a clearance wide left, his clever ball inside 
found Fife to hit a first time cross shot just 
wide. 

Substitutes Shazad Akhtar and James 
Evans shook up the Villa midfield but it 
was Brocton’s Lomas who went on a scyth¬ 
ing run in from the left, only for Akhtar to 
stop him with a great tackle. 

Villa go to Alveston next Saturday in a 
must-win game. Keith Russell, Andrew 
Bentley and Sam Collins are available 
again after suspension so hopefully they 
can shore up the defence and end the run 
of seven successive defeats. 

As for this game, it was over after 18 
minutes with two goals that any keeper 
would have been hard pressed to keep out. 

After the penalty there was no way 
back for Villa, they looked better after the 
break but didn’t look like scroing. 

Bill Shaw 


It’s six wins on bounce as 
Pics’ good form continues 


RUSHALL OLYMPIC 3 SUTTON COLDFIELD TOWN 0 

Rushall Olympic began the New Year as they 
ended the old one, by extending their winning 
sequence to a sixth straight league and cup success. 

On this occasion it was fifth place neighbours 
Sutton Coldfield Town who became the Pics’ latest 
victims, as the Dales Lane side recorded three 
superb goals without reply to leap frog the Royals 
in the league. 

The host’s first appearance in the play-off plac- 
ings this term owed much to the display of custo¬ 
dian Chris Gemmell, whose man-of-the-match 
performance denied Sutton on several occasions. 

However, Olympic were more than worthy victors 
as their guests otherwise misfired badly in front of 
goal and were equally found wanting within their 
defensive ranks. 

As early as the 18th minute a superb last-ditch 
tackle by Lucan Spittle stopped Town in their 
tracks as they broke ominously forward. When the 
loose ball was picked up by unmarked Harry 
Harris, Gemmell was on hand to turn a snap shot 
around his right hand upright for a corner. 

Rushall stunned their guests in the 26th minute 
when a probing free-kick from the right flank by 
Alex Melbourne picked out his skipper ADIE 
SMITH, who rose highest to send a looping head via 
the back of a covering defender and inside the far 
post to claim his first goal for the club. 

Olympic suffered a blow at the start the second 
half as they were forced to replace midfield power¬ 
house Nick Amos, who had found himself in the 
wars during the opening half, with Anthony 


Maguire. With less than 10 minutes on the watch 
Gemmell was once more called into action as his col¬ 
leagues carelessly relinquished possession deep in 
their opponents, half and were subjected to a swift 
counter offensive. 

Sutton broke down the left and a low cross was 
played into the centre, where the unmarked Mark 
Bellingham drilled in a low shot towards the bottom 
left corner. Gemmell somehow got down to his right 
and scooped the goal-bound strike away . 

Any thoughts that the hosts may have harboured 
of a Sutton onslaught were dispelled on 61 minutes 
as they doubled their advantage in devastating 
fashion, thanks to a clinical finish from DANNY 
ASHTON. 

Inspired form 

As the ball dropped invitingly just inside the 18 
yard box, the wing back found himself in an 
advanced position in some space and rifled in an 
excellent finish into the bottom left corner. 

Within three minutes of falling further behind 
Town were back on the offensive but once again 
found Gemmell in inspired form against his former 
charges. On this occasion a corner from the left was 
met by Jake Murrall who lashed in a powerful first 
time drive that was swiftly dealt with. 

With six minutes remaining the hosts finally put 
the game beyond Sutton thanks to another clinical 
finish by CHRIS MORRIS. Tthe Pics top scorer dis¬ 
played excellent control to turn sharply and drill an 
unstoppable drive from the left of the box and inside 
the near post, beyond the reach of ’keeper Lewis. 




Clayton Ince,retired 

JANUARY 


The Saddlers were in the middle of the first 
big freeze with their Christmas fixtures wiped 
out. 

Then-chief executive Roy Whalley revealed 
the white-out cost the club £100,000. 

They finally played again on January 16 
when an impressive Brighton outfit ran out 2- 
1 winners. 

Eventual champions Norwich then stole a 
late 2-1 win at the Banks’s Stadium after Troy 
Deeney had given the battling Saddlers a 
deserved lead. 

Walsall closed out the month with a dour 0- 
0 draw at Gillingham, which left them 13th in 
League One - 14 points off the play-offs with 
three games in hand. 

FEBRUARY 

A hectic month saw eight games in 25 days 
as Walsall played catch-up. 

It opened well with a draw against Charlton 
and victory over Bristol Rovers, where Richard 
Taundry scored his first career goal in a 1-0 
win at the Memorial Ground. 

But the best was to come as the Saddlers 
recorded their first win at Leeds - Clayton 
McDonald’s late header sealing a 2-1 victory. 

A win over Brentford followed which left 
Walsall ninth before a mini slump. 


the best 


Yeovil’s 1-0 success at the Banks’s started a 
four-game winless streak which effectively 
ended their play-off hopes. 

Southampton’s 5-1 romp at St Mary’s at the 
end of February merely exposed the gap 
between the Saddlers and the top sides. 

MARCH 

Troy Deeney’s explosive outburst at his 
team-mates was the flashpoint of a disap¬ 
pointing month which saw Walsall win just 
once in five games. 

The striker slammed his colleagues and sug¬ 
gested they were not worthy of new contracts 
after a wretched 2-0 defeat at Leyton Orient. 

Before then they had tossed away a 2-0 lead 
to draw 2-2 with Millwall. 

A1-0 victory against Colchester — thanks to 
Darren Byfield’s last minute effort - was a rare 
bright spot, especially after Mark Hughes was 
sent off. 

Consecutive defeats at Southend and Exeter 
left the Saddlers 14th in League One - nine 
points off the relegation zone and 18 points 
from the top six. 

APRIL 

A thrilling 4-3 defeat at Huddersfield — 
where the 10-man Saddlers went from 2-0 
down to 3-2 up with eight minutes left - was 
their only loss as Walsall finally found some 
consistency. 

They bagged an impressive 1-1 draw at 
Swindon days later to build on a solid month 
which saw wins against Wycombe, Tranmere 
and Hartlepool. 

A draw at Stockport, where Deeney was sent 
off for the second time in the season, began the 
month. 

Off the pitch the club entered negotiations 
with Manny Smith over a new deal amid 
rumoured interest from Championship high¬ 
flyers Nottingham Forest and Norwich. 

MAY 

The end to the campaign saw protests 
against chairman Jeff Bonser with fans 
unfurling a ‘freedom of speech’ banner after 
some supporters had been banned from the 
club for voicing their opinions. Ex-chief execu¬ 
tive Whalley insisted fans would be barred 
from the Banks’s for protesting and faced a 
huge supporter backlash. 

On the pitch, the Saddlers ended with a 1-1 
draw at Carlisle and a final day win over MK 
Dons to finish 10th in League One, their 
highest position for six years. 

Popular goalkeeper Clayton Ince announced 
his retirement and was given a rousing send- 
off before the Dons game after 169 appear¬ 
ances in three years with Walsall. 

Next came the cull as Dwayne Mattis, Mark 
Bradley and Netan Sansara were axed in the 
post-season shake-up. 


Smith ended speculation over his future by 
penning a new two-year contract as several 
stars were offered new deals. 

JUNE 

Captain Hughes shocked the club by joining 
Australian outfit North Queensland Fury on a 
free transfer. The Saddlers had expected the 
defender to stay when he agreed a new deal 
but he opted to move Down Under after just 
one season at the Banks’s Stadium. 

Goalkeeper Rene Gilmartin’s future was 
also up in the air as he stalled on a contract — 
eventually 

joining Championship side Watford for a tri¬ 
bunal fee of £75,000 in July. 

Young Player of the Year Darryl Westlake 
signed a new two-year deal after his break¬ 
through season while Will Grigg, Alex Nicholls 
and Richard Taundry all agreed to stay. 

Goalkeeper Jonny Brain became the first 
new signing of the summer, joining from Mac¬ 
clesfield. 

JULY 

The Troy Deeney transfer saga dominated 
the month after the Saddlers rejected four bids 
from Watford. Off the field, financial director 
Stefan Gamble replaced Roy Whalley as chief 
executive while life-long fan Leigh Pomlett 
joined the board. 

But there were more problems than solu¬ 
tions as defender Jamie Vincent followed 
Hughes out of the door after being allowed to 
leave for family reasons. 

Despite agreeing a new contract at the 
Banks’s, the left-back joined League Two 
Aldershot, near his home in Sandhurst. 

David Bevan, Aaron Lescott and Oliver Lan¬ 
cashire all signed while Julian Gray penned a 
one-year deal. Pre-season friendlies started 
with a 4-0 defeat to Wolves and a 2-0 loss at 
home to Coventry. Visitors Villa ran out 2-1 
winners before a 1-1 draw at Port Vale com¬ 
pleted the warm-up fixtures. 

AUGUST 

The club were rocked on the eve of the 
season when Deeney was sold to Watford in a 
deal worth up to £750,000 amid rumours the 
striker had handed in a transfer request. 

Just 24 hours later they lost the opening 
game of the season, 2-1 to MK Dons. 

An early Carling Cup exit to Tranmere came 
next before back-to-back wins against Brent¬ 
ford and Plymouth lifted Walsall to seventh. 

But that was as good as it got for the Sad¬ 
dlers as League Two side Chesterfield, com¬ 
plete with former Walsall midfielder Mattis, 
dumped them out of the Johnstone’s Paint 
Trophy in the first round. 

SEPTEMBER 

Four consecutive defeats sent the Saddlers 


of years 


into the relegation zone. David Davis signed 
on loan from Wolves but was unable to halt the 
slide down the table which started with a 
home defeat to Colchester. 

Two Brain clangers consigned them to a 3-2 
loss at Rochdale before a 2-1 home reverse to 
Swindon was compounded by Byfield’s knee 
injury — the skipper hasn’t played since. 

A wretched 3-0 defeat at Hartlepool then left 
boss Chris Hutchings questioning his players 
for the first time. 

The month ended with the Saddlers fourth 
bottom despite a morale-boosting 0-0 draw at 
Leyton Orient - their first clean sheet of the 
season. 

OCTOBER 

The shock return of Jimmy Walker stunned 
the fans as the goalkeeping legend came back 
in a bid to save the Saddlers’ season with the 
club bottom of League One. 

The loan recruitment continued with the 
additions of Andrew Davies from Stoke and 
Martin Devaney from Barnsley. 

Devaney inspired the Saddlers to a 2-1 
debut win over Exeter before scoring his first 
goal in a 1-1 draw at Dagenham and Red¬ 
bridge. 

But, after four points in two games, Walsall 
returned to the bottom of the table following a 
disastrous 4-1 defeat at home to Tranmere. 

Walker made his second ‘debut’ in a 1-0 


defeat at Huddersfield with Walsall five points 
from safety and fans chanting for Hutchings’ 
dismissal. 

NOVEMBER 

A1-1 draw at Fleetwood did little to ease the 
pressure on Hutchings with a man of the 
match performance from Walker keeping the 
Saddlers in the FA Cup. 

A 2-0 win in the replay and a 2-1 victory 
against Carlisle - only Walsall’s fourth league 
success of the season - raised spirits before a 
3-0 defeat at Sheffield Wednesday. Chief exec¬ 
utive Gamble gave Hutchings a vote of confi¬ 
dence before the 1-0 FA Cup loss at Torquay. 

DECEMBER 

The first of two postponements saw the visit 
of Oldham called off due to a frozen pitch as the 
weather began to disrupt the football calendar. 

But the Saddlers did manage to beat the 
freeze - and Charlton - when they travelled to 
The Valley on December 12. A1-0 win, thanks 
to Matt Richards’ strike, rocked the hosts as 
Walsall lifted themselves off the bottom of the 
table. 

The year ended with three games - 
Southampton, Bristol Rovers and Dagenham 
and Redbridge - falling victim to the weather. 

That left Walsall second bottom of League 
One and hoping 2011 is infinitely more suc¬ 
cessful. 



% • 




Darren Byfield, above, has been missed but Jimmy Walker, right, made a welcome return. 
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How they lined up against County Hutch calls for consistency 


Man of the Match, Will Grigg: A full home 
debut for the striker and he did little wrong. 
Starved of decent service, he didn’t get the 
chances his hold-up play deserved. He has 
come in at a difficult time and did himself no 
harm. He was unlucky to be taken off before 
the hour because he was by far and away the 
Saddlers’ best player beforehand. 6/10 
Johnny Brain: At fault for County’s first 
goal and blew his big chance to restore his 
reputation in front of the Walsall fans. 4/10 
Darryl Westlake: Battled hard but was 
caught out countless times. His slip allowed 
County to earn the corner from which they 
bagged their third. 5/10 


Oliver Lancashire: Has improved along¬ 
side Butler but was rusty and cumbersome. 
Never looked comfortable on the ball. 4/10 
Andy Butler: Usually so dependable but 
was ill at ease during a first half where the 
Saddlers were taken apart. Improved after 
the break but it was too late. 5/10 

Ryan McGivern: Recalled after 
Taundry’s injury but struggled against the 
lively Ince and was beaten too easily too 
many times. 3/10 

Steve Jones: At least gave the Saddlers a 
bit of drive out wide but he failed to create 
when in good positions. Almost scored. 5/10 
Aaron Lescott: A little boy lost in mid¬ 


field. His best performance this season had 
come in the middle at Huddersfield but he 
couldn’t recreate that display. 3/10 

Matt Richards: Abelow-par performance 
where he was bossed in the middle and never 
really got going. 4/10 

Julian Gray: Awarded the sponsors’ man 
of the match but it would have been a hard 
choice. Like his team-mates he is on thin ice 
and needs to start producing. 4/10 
Alex Nicholls: Fluffed his lines when 
given another chance to prove he can become 
the Saddlers’ goal hero. Missed their best 
opportunity by scuffing wide with the goal 
gaping. 4 / 10 . 


Ex-Walsall boss Chris Hutchings said after 
the loss to Notts County: “The lads aren’t per¬ 
forming on a consistent basis so everyone has to 
look at themselves. 

“We haven’t played for three weeks, as we did 
last year, and we’ve come 
unstuck again. 

“But we’ve trained well in 
the period we’ve been off 
and if you looked at the 
game you would have 
thought we didn’t do any¬ 
thing. 

“It was a very disappoint¬ 
ing performance, especially 


after the way we performed at Charlton. Talk 
about chalk and cheese, it was a million miles 
away from what we produced then. 

“We gave poor goals away, Brainy should 
have saved the first one, there was a free header 
for the second one and a set-piece for the third. 

“We felt the first one was offside but the lines¬ 
man said Ollie (Lancashire) played him on but 
it’s gone now and gone against us. 

“Taundry hurt his ankle the other day and 
failed a fitness test so we had to put Azza (Aaron 
Lescott) in midfield to get about the pitch and it 
didn’t work for us. 

“Richard only just failed it and we’ll have to 
wait and see how he is.” 




Woeful display sees the 
Saddlers’ slide contiue 


WALSALL 0 NOTTS COUNTY 3 

A woeful display against Notts 
County has put the Saddlers - 
and boss Chris Hutchings - in 
their most compromising position 
yet. 

Bottom of League One at the start of 
2011 with nine defeats from 13 home 
games this term. 

The nature of football is you can be a genius 
one game and a nobody the next but the swell 
of feeling against the manager has been build¬ 
ing for months. 

Fans proclaim Hutchings a dead man 
walking, indeed they are not the only ones, 
but the man who carries the gun is the chair¬ 
man, an owner who everyone must second 
guess. 

Prior to the game it was believed Hutchings 
still had Jeff Bonser’s support but now that 
faith must be called into question. 

The fans have made their mind up but has 
the chairman? Everything has its breaking 
point and Hutchings has had unparalleled 
support compared to his League One peers. 

Notts County’s ex-boss Craig Short and 
Bristol Rovers’ former manager Paul Trollope 
can testify the Saddlers supermo has been 
given a fair crack. 

Swiftly 

Yet they were dismissed by their clubs who 
acted swiftly to try to dispel any relegations 
fears while Bonser and the Saddlers sit 
quietly as the season spirals out of control. 

The owner will not reveal his hand until a 
decision — whatever that may be - is made but 
it is the duty of the chairman to respect the 
fans and give them the answers they seek. It 
is his prerogative to stay quiet and while there 
are questions to be levelled at him he has 
helped the club move forward off the pitch. 

Sadly, though, it doesn’t matter one jot how 
full the conference suites are — Walsall are a 
football club and where it counts is on the 
pitch. 

Hutchings has been left out to dry by his 
employers and this is where he gains sympa¬ 
thy - he is the man facing the cameras and the 
microphones while others hide. 

The boss hasn’t complained and has 
remained dignified - an admirable character¬ 
istic of a genuine person — but even he will pri¬ 
vately admit it isn’t working. Four wins in the 
last 21 games is grim reading. 

Hutchings sidestepped all questions about 
his future afterwards and spoke about bring¬ 
ing new faces in - a sign he still believes he 
has support - but on this result serious 
surgery is needed. 

The 1-0 win at Charlton three weeks ago 
proved what the Saddlers are capable of but it 
also masked their flaws, which were ruth¬ 
lessly exposed by County. They were battered 


Alex Nicholls takes to the air. 

by a side who are considered one of their main 
drop rivals. There wasn’t even a moral victory 
to cling to — Walsall were that bad fans were 
leaving after an hour. Yes, other results were 
favourable and the gap to safety is still five 
points but it is a desperate time when those 
are the positives. 

Craig Westcarr - controversially ruled 
onside - and Lee Miller had given County a 
comfortable first-half cushion before Kryst- 


Walsall’s Julian Gray takes on 

ian Pearce headed in a third in a Saturday 
stroll. 

Julian Gray, Steve Jones and Alex Nicholls 
went close but they were merely cursory 
efforts - a reminder woeful Walsall were still 
on the pitch. 

The Saddlers played like they were strug¬ 
gling with a bad New Year hangover and 
Magpies boss Paul Ince’s post-match declara¬ 
tion that it could have been six or seven said 


Thomas Ince the son of County boss Paul. 

it all. Defensively shambolic, overrun in mid- 
field and toothless up front — although Will 
Grigg’s efforts excuse him to a point - you 
cannot defend the indefensible. 

Of course the enforced break didn’t help 
and County, who had played more recently, 
were sharper but there is little sympathy. 

Collectively, the club was at a loss to 
explain the defeat and the worrying feeling is 
the Saddlers are now out of answers. 


Deals need 
to be right in 
the struggle 
for survival 

January is the time for resolutions - but Walsall 
will be focused on rescue, resuscitation and recruit¬ 
ment. Bottom of League One with an under-perform¬ 
ing squad, the Saddlers fit the template for a few 
new arrivals. 

Suffice to say though, finances dictate and a crop 
of players coming in is highly unlikely. They need 
players who can integrate quickly. Any deals have to 
be right, there is no room for manoeuvre. 

They need the right character and the right player 
for the right money - some of which is still available 
following the August sale of Troy Deeney to Watford. 

Luckily, they are not governed by the January 
window and are able to make loan signings until the 
end of March. But, given their position - both finan¬ 
cial and in League One - boss Chris Hutchings needs 
to pull a rabbit out of the hat. He needs to use those 
cards he plays so close to his chest in some impres¬ 
sive magic tricks. 

Last season the budget was hit because of post¬ 
ponements - a January move to bring back Dean 
Keates was shelved because of a lack of cash - and 
again the club will struggle. 

Having lost two home games to the weather, 
including the money-spinner with Southampton, it 
is hard to see it not impacting on every aspect of the 
club. The cost last season was £100,000 and the 
deficit will again be close to six figures, leaving the 
club restricted as to where they go. 

Guessing game 

The squad is often seen as inexperienced but with 
only Darryl Westlake and Will Grigg carrying less 
than 50 appearances from the XI who started 
against Charlton, that argument is wearing thin. 

So they do not necessarily need an ageing soldier 
ready for one last battle, just someone who can do a 
good job. And, with the Saddlers struggling, the 
mandate for any new player, and current ones, is 
simple — survive. 

But in transfer terms, the Saddlers will have to 
make do with hand-outs. 

There’s nothing wrong with them - if they work - 
and the short-term fixes of Devaney, Davies, Davis 
and Dickinson have all returned to sender with 
varying degrees of success. The Saddlers will go 
down the loan route again in the new year as the out- 
of-contract players they chase in the summer aren’t 
as attainable half way through a campaign. 

But as a manager who gives little away, certainly 
in terms of transfers, you are left second guessing 
Hurdlings’ plans. 

He addressed problems in goal and defence with 
the captures of Jimmy Walker and Andy Butler. Yet 
it is in midfield where the Saddlers need a general to 
complete the spine of the team and join the experi¬ 
enced Walker, Butler and Jon Macken 
Matt Richards and Richard Taundry have shown 
glimpses of form but, missing the under-rated 
Dwayne Mattis after his release last summer, 
Walsall are without a true enforcer. 

Above all, Hutchings would gladly miss out on his 
targets for a guaranteed points haul in the new year, 
another thing the Saddlers haven’t been able to buy. 


Local Mole .CO. iik 

Digging toi thr local bmincvtc-c 


Packed with Holiday Parks 

LocalMolc.co.uk The smart new website for finding trusted 
businesses in the West Midlands brought to you by 

Express & Star 
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THE AXE FINALLY 
FALLS FOR HUTCH 


Hutchings 
hits out over 
crucial call 
at the Posh 



walsallchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 
Walsall have sacked boss Chris Hutch¬ 
ings and assistant manager Martin 
O’Connor. 

The Saddlers are eight points from safety at 
the bottom of League One and were thumped 
4-1 at Peterborough on Monday. 

Hutchings won just four of his final 22 games in 
charge and leaves the Saddlers in a woeful situation 
- forcing the board to finally act on Tuesday 
morning. 

Head of youth Dean Smith has been put in care¬ 
taker charge ahead of crucial relegation clashes at 
Tranmere on Saturday and Bristol Rovers on 
Tuesday. 

“Chris and Martin have both worked extremely 
hard during their time at the club,” said chairman 
Jeff Bonser. 

“They have been professional throughout and 
have conducted themselves with great dignity in 
what have been difficult times. 

Professionalism 

“Their preparation and professionalism has been 
second-to-none but we are in a results business and, 
unfortunately, results have not gone their way. 

“We wish Chris and Martin all the very best for the 
future and hope they find future employment in the 
game and enjoy the success that their hard work and 
professionalism deserves.” 

Hutchings joined the club two years ago but won 
just 31 times in 98 games and had been under pres¬ 
sure for months after a disastrous start to the 
season. 

The news comes after furious fans bombarded 
chief executive Stefan Gamble with emails to reveal 
their anger at the club’s desperate plight. 

Attendances are falling and supporters had 
become disillusioned with the club’s board and their 
refusal to act sooner. 

Former Wigan boss Hutchings had always vowed 
not to quit and only yesterday remained defiant and 
insisted he would stay strong after defeat at London 
Road. 

He said: “We know what the players can do, 
they’ve shown it in the past and we’ve got to keep 
maintaining that faith. 

“It’s a 4-1 defeat on paper but the performance was 
much improved (from Saturday’s 3-0 defeat to Notts 
County).” 


Chris Hutchings has been sacked after the heavy loss to Peter¬ 
borough proved the final straw. 


Assistant Martin O’Connor who was ordered off the pitch in 
Monday night’s game has gone. 


Misery goes on as season unravels 


As Walsall’s season continues to 
unravel so does the fans’ patience - 
a full scale mutiny is upon the Sad¬ 
dlers. 

Two years ago this month Chris 
Hutchings was named as the club’s boss 
but with Walsall bottom of League One 
the anniversary champagne is on ice. 

Under mounting pressure he picked 
through the wreckage of Monday night’s 
shattering 4-1 defeat at Peterborough which 
left his team eight points from safety. 

Almost pre-empting Hutchings sacking 
fans cracked, bombarding chief executive 
Stefan Gamble with emails to demand 
answers. 

They cannot face failure any longer. The 
swell of opinion is so great that another 
protest movement is gathering pace. 

For so long the supporters have been 
shackled by apathy. Now they are united, 
not in hatred, but in love for their club. 

The heads of the Walsall board could 
remain buried in the sand while fans con¬ 
tinue to roar. The silent hierarchy have 


failed to show their hand and their emo¬ 
tions, and by doing so have left themselves 
open to criticism. 

The club seem oblivious to the impending 
doom which was about to envelop them. Of 
course, while fans cry, no-one knows for sure 
what support — or lack of - Hutchings would 
receive in the coming days. 

For some, second guessing the club’s silent 
chairman, Jeff Bonser, had become a much 
more interesting pastime than watching the 
team. 

Disrespectful 

The owner was the only man who knew 
what Hutchings’ future held. But with sup¬ 
porter unrest threatening to boil over into 
something unseemly it would be disrespect¬ 
ful of the chairman to ignore them. 

The 142 who travelled to London Road are 
unlikely to take much comfort in the fact the 
team improved from Saturday’s mauling 
against Notts County. 

The result did flatter Posh, but irrespec¬ 
tive of that Walsall have won just four of 
their last 22 games in all competitions — 
losing 15 of them. 


This is a results business and Saddlers 
haven’t got them - the damming statistics 
are mounting up. 

Not only are they the lowest scorers in 
League One with just 19 goals, but they have 
the worst home record and a goal difference 
of minus 20. 

There was no doubting his determination 
and passion. He worked tirelessly to 
improve the club off the pitch, but fans 
weren’t likely to care with Walsall at rock- 
bottom on it. Previously there has been a 
tendency to defend him because he had got 
results in the face of adversity but this 
season even the Saddlers’ famous inconsis¬ 
tency has deserted them. Frequent bad 
results have got them into this position. 

If Steve Jones’ demeanour on Monday is 
anything to go by they are hurting consider¬ 
ably. They have a right to feel aggrieved 
after a 4-1 defeat which should have yielded 
at least a point. But playing well and losing 
doesn’t help you climb the table. 

The game had started so well when Alex 
Nicholls glanced in Reuben Reid’s 10th 
minute centre soon after missing a guilt- 
edged one-on-one chance. 


The striker could have bagged a hat-trick 
after missing another two opportunities in 
the second half but his lively performance 
was at least something for him to cling to. 

Strike partner Reid shot over as the Sad¬ 
dlers dominated before the tide began to 
turn when Craig Mackail-Smith held off the 
otherwise excellent Andy Butler to volley in 
after 36 minutes. 

Ominous 

The Saddlers were always in the game but 
there was an ominous feeling when Posh 
started the second half strongly. 

But both sides were low on quality as Joe 
Lewis denied Nicholls and Paul Marshall 
before Mackail-Smith nodded in from close 
range to put the hosts ahead. 

Wolves loanee Nathaniel Mendez-Laing 
then raced clear - despite looking offside - to 
add a third and Ryan Bennett volleyed in a 
last-minute fourth. 

There was still time for Jamie Paterson to 
force Lewis into a fine fingertip save but the 
game was done. 

Walsall may not like their critics — but 
they have a point. 


Former boss Chris Hutchings hit out at a “crucial” 
decision after Walsall were floored at Peterborough. 

Assistant referee Stephen Artis failed to flag 
Nathaniel Mendez-Laing offside before the Wolves 
loanee scored Posh’s third goal in their 4-1 victory o 
Monday. 

With the game in the balance, the Saddlers were 
furious with the call and assistant boss Martin 
O’Connor was sent off after confronting Artis on the 
London Road touchline. 

Aaron Lescott was also booked for his protests 
after Mendez-Laing was allowed to score — despite 
looking offside as he raced onto Gavin Tomlin’s 81st- 
minute pass. 

Hutchings was left bemoaning a key decision 
which went against his League One strugglers. 

He said: “Everyone can see he’s offside, it’s very 
disappointing because it’s crucial. But it’s not gone 
our way again - everyone in the ground can see it. 

‘We feel hard done by and it says something when 
their keeper gets man of the match.” 

Winger Steve Jones echoed his manager and 
insisted the Wolves youngster should have been 
stopped. 

“I thought it was definitely offiside, I had a good 
view of it and he was offside,” he said. “But when 
you’re luck is down it’s down and we need a win 
sharpish.” 

Defeat left the Saddlers bottom and eight points 
from safety in League One with a goal difference of 
minus 20 but they dominated for long spells and 
went ahead through Alex Nicholls’ lOth-minute 
effort. Craig Mackail-Smith’s double put Posh in 
control before Mendez-Laing netted and Ryan 
Bennett’s injury-time strike rubbed salt into the 
Saddlers’ wounds. 

Hutchings admitted Walsall must be more clinical 
after Nicholls and Reuben Reid missed chances to 
put them in control. 

“On another day we’ll take our chances, but it cost 
us big time in the end,” he said. “If we’d have had four 
goals you would have thought it was thoroughly 
deserved. You can credit their keeper but we need to 
be more clinical. 

We created a lot of chances and should have gone 
in 2-1 or maybe 3-1 up at half-ime. We had some very 
good chances andAlex Nicholls could have had a hat- 
trick. We were a constant threat and played some 
good football but it wasn’t our day.” 

Meanwhile, Posh manager Gary Johnson was 
pleased with his side’s second-half recovery and 
revealed he always expected his side to come good. 


League Table 
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Charlton.22 
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Hartlepool.21 
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Exeter .22 
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*° on *95 NOW £7495 

£2000 


07/57 Vauxhall Astra 
Spoil Hatch 1.7 CDTI SRI 

Front electric windows, Air conditioniny. 
Alloys, ABS, Immobiliser, Alarm, Front fog lights 


08/58 Kia Cee'dl.4 SR-7 

Alloy Wheels, Air Conrftioniiig, Alarm, 
Body Coloured Bumpers, 

Immobiliser. Rearwasli/wipe, 

Side airbags, ABS, 


-fpc 




Curtain airbags, Electric front windows 

WAS £7995 

NOW £5 995 SAVE £2000 

AUTOWORLD CALL 01902 216891 

Tb® S&r Snopennarket 
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06/56 Peugeot 307 CC 2.0 HDI Sport 

2 00318 , Cabriolet, Climate Control, ASS, Alloy Weak, Atorm 
Elsclric Window^ PA§ Innircfclliser, Front Fog Lights, 
ScdyGobuned Qumpots, Elecir c/Heated Dxr Mirrors 


WAS £9995 

NOW £8674 


SAVE £1321 


MfHILE 
STOCKS 

LAST 


AUTOWORLD uniM^itovnrklasedcarsupermailtet^ojik 


Thi s 'Cur Sjjpsrnnarttfiii: 


jvm i.iti.mu H3i riiar'A*. rrrM(ii'jniiMi..i£:. tr.r’ifin* iiMk jikmii 


OPENING HOURS: Mm-Fri <9am-7pm), Sat (9aro-6pm), Sun (lOanvIl^n viewing only) 
Based Christmas Dry if* Tlmtay 28th December. Closed lieu Tears Dry trill Sunday ind January 2011. 


MASSIVE SAVINGS 

FOR A LIMITED PERIOO ONLY 


AUTOWORLD 

The Car Supsimirkat 


08/08 Ford Galaxy TDCI Ghia 

ASS, Ait Condittining, Akmn, Alloy Wheels, D 
Electric Door Mirrors, Folding RurSsatz, Frc 
Wiirb'AB, Front Fag Liglits i mobilise 


WAS £15995 

NOW £1486 


SAVE 
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06/57 Vauxhall Zafira 1.6 Exclusive 

ABS, Air KiNiilitiniiiiif), linuuihiisei, Elm:lrii: •.vimlinre, P.AS 

WAS £7995 NOW £6774 


SAVE £1221 



09/59 Ford Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 

Fund fig IiiMk, AirianaliHiiiiiii], LAS, Trip crummier 

WAS £8995 NOW £7852 

SAVE £1143 



m 

^06/56 Mazda RX8 

B LpJtliBi, Altos, ABS, Climate, Ailliaiis, Elm’tiii: v/inlov/s 

{■was £6995 NOW £6243 

r SAVE £752 



08/08 Ford Fiesta 1.3 Zetec Climate 
2 Doure, Cabriolet, Climate, Alloys, Eleutiic Windows, PAS 


WAS £4995 NOW £4155 


SAVE £840 



06/58 Peugeot 207 1.4 HOI Sport 

Ail comliiuniiig, ABS, Atom, lininoInfBer, PAS 


WAS £7995 NOW £6884 


SAVE £1111 


ALL CARS COME WITH.... 

✓ HPi CHECKED 

/ UP T06 MONTHS 
WARRANTY 

✓ MILEAGE VERIFICATION 

✓ FIXED PRICE SERVKHIG 
& REPAIRS 


CALL 01902 216891 

\SM \ L_ L- Vk.1 oir sbovrroom: Araistniy Way, IVil lei ball, West MblbMU, WV13 2QU 
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08/57 Seat Leon FR 

Alloy Wheels, Leather, Climate Control, 
CD Player, Central locking. 
Electric Windows 
PAS, ABS 


_____ WAS£9995 

SAVE £1018 NOW £8977 



10/10 Toyota IQ1.3CVT 

Alloy Wheels, Air Conditioning, 
EPS, CD Player, Immobiliser, 
Climate Control 


WAS £10995 MOW £9974 

SAVE £1021 


-TO SUIT 
ANY 
BUDGET 


AUTOWORLD 

The Car Supermarket 


CALL 01902 216891 Amiafroig Y*y 
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